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PREFACE. 



/nri H £ publication of ancient monuments of 
X ^^^^^ poetry feems now to intereft moft na- 
tions. In France the beft poets of the fifteenth 
century were publifhed at Paris, in the year 1723 *• 
Since which time,' not to mention editions of the 
Roman de la Rofey a work completed in the end of 
the thirteenth century, have appeared the poems 
of Thibaut king of Navarre, who wrote in the be- 
ginning of the thirteenth century ; and the fongs of 
Kaoul de Coucy, compofed in the twelfth, about the 
year 1 190. Barbazan has alfo given fpecimens of 
the (hort romances in verfe, or tales : and M. Le 
Grand has publiQied a good tranflation of the beft 

* Oeuvres de Villon, written about 1450. Farce d« 
TAvocat Pathelin> about 1450. Poefies de Coquillart, 1470* 
. Martial d^Auvergne, 1480, 2 vols. Oeuvres de Jean Ma- 
rot, 1500. And the Poefies de Guillaume Cretin, 1510. 
Legende de Pierre Falfeu, by Bourdigne, 1531* 

The works of Allain Chartier, which are large, written 
.about 1440, were published by Du Chefne, Paris, 16179 
4to. 

It is furprizin^, however, that the poems of FroiiTart, 
the only poet, it is believed, France has of the fourteenth 
century, fhould ftill remain MS. The fifteenth century is 
barren of poetry in Italy and England. . . 
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VI PREFACE. 

Ytc couW find, from the twelfth century to the fif- 
teenth, in 5 vols. i2mo. with prefaces, in which 
he (hews the great fuperiority of thefe fabliaux^ 
which originated in the northern parts of France, 
to the infipid love-fongs of the Provencal trouba- 
dours, the ofispring of the fouth ; and goes fo far 
as to fay, that all the. great poets^ and tnoft of the 
great men of France, have been born in the nor- 
thern parts of that kingdom. Any reader may 
indeed judge, by comparing his very curious and 
interefting work with the account and tranflation 
of the works of the troubadours, publifhed by 
rAbb6 MiHot, that one of tbeie old tales fall of 
incident, imagination, and life^ is worth all the 
drawling eflbrts of the Proven9al mufe, die lifc- 
kfs daughter of metaphyfical love. 

In Spain, the late publication by Sanchez * 
fhews that this kind of literature is not totally 
negleded. Italy needs not be mentioned^ as the 
publication of her ancient poets has been conftant 
and perpetual: but the Fibftrttto and Tefeide of 
Boccace fiiould be reprinted. In Germany difFe- 

* This very curious work is intituled, Colectum de Poefias 
CaftelUmas antenores al Sigh XV ^ &c. for D. Thomas 
Jfitonio Sancbe»9 Bihlioiecario de S. M. EnMadridy por Don 
Jntonio^ de Sancbas 1779 — 1781, 3 vols 8vo. publilhed. 
The firft volume contains the poem of the Cid; and pre- 
£xt is a letter of the marquis de SantiUana, written about 
34.55, on the origin ^^ Spaniih poetry, with long notes by 
the editor, forming almoin a hinory of Spaniih poetry pre* 
ceding the year 1400 ; and well written, if we except fome 
oddities, as the examination whether Adam fpoke iirft in 
verie or profe, &c. The Inquifition ftill exifts in Spain ! 
Vol. ii. contains the poems of Berceo. Vol. iii. Alexander 
the Great, All are accompaiuod with gWflaries. . 
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PREFACE. vU 

rent produAions 6f this fort have lately been given 1 
9ind in Denmark the poetical Edda^ containing the 
cdddft Icelandic poetry, has at laft appeared in 
print. Nor has En^and neglected this ftudy, as 
the Reliques of Ancient Englifh Poetry, the late 
excellent edition of Chaucer's Tales, and other 
works in this line may tefKfy. 

The poem now prefented to the reader for the 
firft time, in it's genuine ancient drefs, has aU 
ready gone thro' about twenty editions in Scot^^ 
land fince the year 1616, in which the firft edition 
which can be difcovered, was printed at Edin- 
burgh, i2mo. But all thefe editions are moder- 
nized^ and it was impofiible to judge of the real 
ancient poem from them. The editor, zealous to 
give an edition of this interefting work, the moft 
ancient produdlion of the Scotiih mufe extant, in 
the very language, and orthography, of it's author, 
had retourfe to a manufcript written in the year 
1489, prefervcd in the Advocates' Library at 
Edinburgh ; a colledHon which does great honour 
to that refpeflable fociety, and to their country. 
The fociety having, with much politenefs, per- 
mitted a copy to be taken for publication, the' 
editor was equally fortunate in the condeicending 
affiftance of the Earl of Buchan, a nobleman 
well known as the founder of the Scotifli Society 
of Antiquaries ; and as the friend of the ancient li- 
terature, and prefent welfare and honour of his 
country. This public-fpirited peer caufed the 
tranfcript to be taken under his own eye; and 
accompanied it with this atteftation : ^^ I David ' 
** Steuart, Earl of Buchan, have compared this 
« tranfcript of Ae MS# dated 1489) in the Law- 
a 4 " yers' 
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** yers* Library at Edinburgh, with the original^ 
*' and find it to be a true copy, having correficd 
*' fuch errors as I have been able to obferve, in 
** the courfe of a very minute inveftigation and 
*' comparifon i" (figned) " Bucman :" and da- 
ted, " Edinburgh, September 27th, 1787.** 

The tranfcript, taken literatim from the MS. 
has been fent to the prefs, as it came ; and printed 
from with the utmoft exa£biefs, even to the re- 
tention of fmall errors, which might eafily have 
been amended. The only alterati6n from the ori- 
ginal is the divifion into Twenty Books, with 
their arguments, now adopted and given for the 
firft time ; but which injures not a particle of the 
original text, and is an improvement, which, it is 
believed, every reader will approve : for the peru- 
fal of fuch a long work of about 12,000 verfes, 
without any paufe, or illuftration, would have 
proved tirefome to the mod: patient reader; not 
to mention the fuperior clearnefs which fuch a di- 
vifion, and analyfis, lend to a work of length, and 
the univerfal pradice of ancient and modern times 
in fuch cafes. It is indeed much to be wi(bed 
that divifion, and argument, were more attended to 
in all publications of old language. Naevius and 
Ennius, the moft ancient Roman poets, compofed 
their lon^ works in one entire piece ; and anti- 
quity has been fo idle as to let us know that Lam- 
padio firft divided the poem of Naevius into bookS) 
and Vargunteius that of Ennius. Some old edi- 
tor has indeed given riming titles of chapters to 
large divifions of this poem ; but they are ill-placed, 
and ill-chofen : and, in fpite of Mr. Hume's Hif- 
tory, every man of reading muft know that a 

chapter^ 
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chapter^ Or caput^ is the proper name of a lliort 
divifion, properly treating of but one head^ or in« 
cident. 

The original MS. from it*s orthography, ap- 
pears to have been copied from one co-eval with 
the author ; for the fpelling is more barbaric, and 
' uncouth, than that of a copy of Winton's Chronicle, 
written about the year 1410, in the Cotton Li« 
brary. At the end of this edition the reader will 
find fac-fimilia of the MS. particularly of the co- 
lophon, which is in thefe words : " Finitur codi'- 
cellus de virtutibus et aSfibus bellicojijjimi viri domi* 
ni Roherti Broyfs quondam Scottorum Regis illuf- 
trijjimi raptim Jcriptus per me Johannem Ramfay ex 
jujfu venerabifis et circumfpe£fi viri vere magi/iri 
Symonis Lochmaleny de Ouchternunnfe vicarii bene 
digni Anno Domini Millefimo ^adrtngentejimo Oc" 
iuagejimo Nono'^ ** Here ends the book of the 
virtues, and a6is, of the moft warlike man, the 
lord Robert Bruce, fometime king of Scotland, 
written at diiFerent times by me John Ramfay, at 
the command of a venerable and prudent man^ 
and real mafter, Simon Lochmaleny, moft worthy 
vicar of Ouchternunnfe, in the year of our Lord 
One Thoufand Four Hundred and Eighty-nine.** 
The name Lochmaleny is fo uncommon, that it 
teems unknown in any other Scotiih record ; and 
Ouchternunnfe the editor cannot find. The fame 
MS. contains the life of Wallace, by Henry the 
minftrel, written about 1470; and tho' it be 
a mere wild romance, while this poem of Bar- 
boiir's is moftly real hiftory; and far inferior in 
every merit to this ; yet, for the feke of the lan- 
guage, and manners^ it would be worth while to 
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print it from the MS. But this the editor muft 
ieave to fooie gentleman reilding in Scotland, and 
curious in fuch matters. 

It is with no fmall pleafure diat the editor has 
at kft procured the genuine publication, and, by 
the fpirit and liberality of the bookTeller, the ele*> 
^ant publication, of the oldeft monument of the 
, Scotiih language. A monument winch may well 
bear company with the beftearlv poetry which any 
jnodern country can boaft.- Perhaps the editor 
may be accufed of nationality, when he fajrs that, 
taking the total merits of this work tc^edier, he 
prefers it to the early exertions of even Sn Italian 
muie, to the melanchdy fuhlimtty of Dante, and 
the amorous quaintnefs of Petrarca, as much as 
M. Le Grand does zfkiliau to a Provenfal ditty. 
Here indeed the reader will find few of toe graces 
of fine poetry, little of die Attic dre& of the mufe : 
but here are life, and fpirit, and eafe^ and plain 
ienfe, and pidures of real manners, ani perpetual 
incident, and entertainment. The language is xe^ 
markably.good for the time; and far fuperior, in 
neatnefs and elegance, even to diat of Qawin 
Douglas, who wrote more than a century after. 
But when we confider that our author is not only 
the firft poet, but the earliefl hiftorian of Scotland 
who has entered into anv detail, and from whom 
any view of the real ftate and manners of the 
country can be had ; and that the hero, whofe life 
iie piints fo minutely, was a monarch equal to the 
^reateft of modern times) let the hiftorical and 
poetical merits of his work be weighed together j 
and then*.oppofed to thofe of any other early poet 
of the prefent nations in Europe. 

It 
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It Is indeed poftertor in time to the earlieft po-^ 
etry of moft modern nations ; but it muft be con^ 
fidered that Scotland hardly had one writer till the 
thirteenth century^ ; and this poem was wiitten 
in the fourteenth* If we pa6 over the Slavo* 
nic nations f of Europe, whofe poetry is ,litde 
Jcnown ; and the Celtic, and Finnifh, conGeming 
whofe poetry all we Jooow at prefbit is, that what 
fome regard as ancient is certainly very modem ; 
we mayconfider the reft of Europe as divoded in^ 
to two grand languages^ the Gothic of Germany^ 
the Netherlandsyand the Northern kingdoms ; aivi 
die corrupted Latin rff France, Spain, Italy. The 
£ngli& forms a medium between tfaefe two grand 
divifions ; a circumftance which contributes, much 
to it's energy, and richnefs, for. it haS) chofen from 
either the words which are moft expreffive, and 
whidi beft accord with it's genius* In the. Go^ 
tbic divifion of Eurc^e the monuments of nation- 
al poetry extend to very early times* The earlieft 
riming poet in any modem language, as Mr. Tyr<^ 
whit remarks, is Otfrid, a German, about the year 
870: from which period there are remains of 

* See the editor^s Enquiry into the Hlftory of Scotland 
preoeding the year X056, Part vi. chap. 2.. 

f !•€ Qerc, in his Hiftoire de la Ruffie^ Paris, X7jj, 
5 vols. 4.to. has in vol. iv. or i. of tfee, modern part, gli^ej^L 
a good idea of Ruflian' literature. H;j0ian fongs cxift as 
old as the tenth century : they have buj^lgi^^, and are much 
IB the Afiatic ilyle. Neftor, the firft Bijiffi^..})i{^()riaD, v^ 
born in J1056 : but &'om x%%% .till th$ p^i^th CjSpt^u^y^ 
there are no RufSan writers. The editor cSMft^4fi^^9^«^"y 
colleflion of old Ruflian or of Poliih poetr^^ ^g^^p* ;. - 
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German poetry almoft of every century *• Thtf 
poetical Edda, compiled in the thirteenth century, ^ 
contains fome pieces of Scandinavian poetry furely 
as old as the ninth century. Of Anglo-Saxon, or 
Englifli, poetry, a fpecimen might be produced 
of every century, fince the eighth. There is in 
the Cotton Library a noble fpecimen of Anglo- 
Saxon poetry of the tenth century, being a romance 
on the wars between Denmark and Sweden ; and 
it is much to be wiflied that it were publifhed, 
with a tranflation. It is to be obferved that rime 
is not known in Anglo-Saxon poetry till the ele- 
venth century, as Mr. Tyrwhit {hews : and iit 
Scandinavian poetry, it appears not till the twelfth, 
as is clear from Snorro's Hiftory, written in the 
, thirteenth, in which numerous fpecimens of the 
works of the northern fcalds are adduced. Whe- 
ther rime originated from the Arabs, among whom 
poetry of this kind appeared even before Maho- 
met^ and, upon their conqueft of Spain in the 
year 712 f, fpred firft to France, and thence to 

the 

* Mabillon bas publiflied a beautiful German fbng, writ- 
ten in the year 883. See in the Memoirs of the Academy of 
Infcriptions, vol. xli. an account, by the Baron Zurlauben, of 
a MS. containing poems by Swabian minftrels, from about 
the year 1 1 00 till 1330. But poems of the eleventh century 
are very rare both in Gothic and Romance. 

•f The Saracens did not feize Sicily till the year 818 j 
and they held it for about 230 years, or till 1058. Ac- 
cording to Crefcimbeni, the Italian poetry pafled fipom the 
troubadours to the Sicilians. The firft Italian poet is 
CiuUo d'Aicamo, a Sicilian, about the year 1200, of whom 
only a fong is extant,. 

Rofafrefca aukntijlma, &c* 
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the reft of Europe, as Salmafius and Huet think ; 
or whether it began among the monks of Italy, 
in the eighth century, as fome others fuppofe ; for 
thefe are the only two opinions, which now divide 
the literati upon this fubjecSt ; certain it is that this 
mode of verfification may be regarded as foreign 
to the genuine idiom of any European language, 
and of very late appe^ance in moft. Whence 
they who oelieve in the riming Welch poetry, 
afcribed to Talieffin and other bards of the fxxth 
century, may enjoy their own credulity. 

To pafs to the Southerner Latin diviiion of 
Europe, the key to all the languages of which is 
the Latin tongue, as the key to the other half is 
the German, our iirft attention is due to France. 
The Latin language ufed in thefe countries may 
be ftriclly called Latin, tho' gradually corrupting, 
till the tenth century. About that period thii La- 
tin of different countries began to affume different 
forms, and to branch out into diftin£t and deter- 
minate dialeds. It is in vain therefore to expcfl: 
French, Italian, or Spanifh poetry, preceding the 
tenth ceritury. Nay, France can hardly (hew a 
^cimen of her poetry, preceding the twelfth cen* 

In 1250 lived Guittone d'Arezzo. The earlieft Italian ro« 
mances are in profe, beginning after the year 1 300 : the firft 
in verfe are the Filoftrato and liefeide of Boccace, about 
1350. The next worth notice is the Morgante of Luigi 
Pulci, 1460. Let me here remark that Cervantes was not 
the firft who turned the romances into ridicule. This 
work of Pulci, and the Orlatida Inamorato oi Berni> were 
written with the fame intention j and in this century Car- 
^romaco has puifued and completed the plan in his Ricci^ 
Urdetto. , 

Vol. I. a 7 tury. 
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tunr, of which period long romances are extant ; 
ana it is furprizing that none of thefe genuine old 
romances have been publifhed in their original 
drefs *. Italy can, it is believed, (hew little or no 
poetry till the thirteenth century, her poetry being 
borro\^ed> as is faid, from that of the troubadours*, 
who began about the year iioo, and continued till 
1300; And the fourteenth century has Dante and 
Petrarca. In Spain, a country vying with Italy 
in every branch of literature, there is no poetry 
extant more ancient than the' Life of Rodrigo de 
Bevar, more known by the epithet of the Cid, 
written in about 3800 long lines, by ^n unknown 
author, near fixty years after the death of that hero, 
or in the year 1160; and, firft publiflied by San- 
chez, in. the year 1779. The next poet is Gon- 
zalo de Berceo, about 1220, who wrote lives of 
faint% and other pious works, in ftanzas of four 
alexandrine lines, to the fame rime^ a mode of 

♦ Le Roul^ or the Hiftory of Normandy, by Wace, f9 
called from RoUo the firft duke, would form abo«t 30a 
pages 4Jto. douWe columns. This poet, howerer, ghres no 
account of Rolio, William I. nor Richard h i bacaufc their 
ware wisre againft France. From. Richard II* A- 99^* ^^ 
is full and curious, but fabulous. All of Rollo Is j 

Ai jeo de Roul lunged cunte, 

£ de fun riche pareate, 

De Normandie que il cunquift, 

E dcs proefces que il i fift ; 

E de Uuilleaume Lunge Efpee, 

Auum leftoire avant menee, 

Tant que,Flameng com a felun 

Le.tuerent par traifun j 

De Richard fun fiz auum dit, &c. 

MS. Reg. 4; c. xi. 
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poetry generally prevalent in Spain till the year 
1400. Then follows the long poem of Alexander 
the Great partly tranflated from Quaker, by Juan 
Lorenzo of Aftorga, about the year 1250, in the 
dune difagreeable Aanza. In the fame centurjr 
king Alfonfo the Wife wrote poem«, not to men- 
tion his books of philofophy, and code of laws 
in profe : and in Portugal uiider king Dionis, 
himfelf the carlieft Portuguefe poet, lived Vafco 
JLobeira, the author of the famous romance of 
Jlmadif de Gaula^ The profe chronicles of Spain, 
in Spanifli, alfo begin in this century. The four- 
teenth century produced in Spain Juan Ruiz, the 
archprieft of Hita, a pious rimer ; the Jew Doa 
Santo, a moral one ; Don Juan Manuel, the bio- 
grapher in verfe of the Conde Lucanor ; and hitn 
of the Conde Fernan Gonzalez 5 Pcro Gomez ; 
the hiftorian of Alfonfo XI. in verfe ; Pero Lopes 
de Ayala, who wrote his fetirc on courts in Eng- 
land, in prifon ; and toward the end of this, or 
beginning of next, century, JVlofen Jordi, and 
Mofen Febrer. The fifteenth century has excel-* 
lent Spani(h poets, Villafandino, Juan de Mena, 
Jorge Manrique, Aufias March, who wrote in 
the Valencian diale£l;, the famous marquis of San«< 
tillana, Diego de St. Pedro, who wrote the Carrel 
de Jmor^ and Juan Alonfo de Baena, who compiled 
the lyric poems of his predecefibrs under the ufual 
title of Qiricioneroj MS. in the Eicurtal. To this 
century alfo moft of the (hort Spaniih romances 
belong ; and particularly thofe in the hiftory of 
the civil wars of Granada. 

When we confider that the poetry of even the 

moft 
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moft fbuthern, and civilized, countries of Europe 
begins thus lately, we fhall rather wonder, that a 
country fo remote, and diftant from civilization, as 
Scotland, can boaft of fo refpedable a poem as 
this at fo early a period. • Indeed the hero feems 
to have infpired die author j and hardly have ever 
great aftions been performed, without fome au- 
thor's arifing to celebrate them. Chaucer, our 
poet*8 great cotemporary, was little known to 
feme, when Barbour wrote tn 1375, aS he tells us. 
himfelf, B. xiii. v, 700 ; and he never mentions, 
and perhaps had not heard of, that celebrated writ- 
cr. Certain it is that Chaucer afforded no modelto. 
Barbour i who feems to have had no fubje<5b to 
imitate, but the old metrical romances, to which 
he refers. Let us not however reafon from this 
tiiat his poem is itfelf romantic ; for, tho' two or 
three fictitious incidents are furely admitted in 
the firft feven books, the truth of all, or moft, of 
jdie reft can be evidenced from the heft hiftorians, 
Englifli and Scotifli: and the reader who wiflies 
to be convinced of this, without much trouble, has 
only to compare the hiftory of king Robert I. in 
Dalrymple Lord Hailes's valuable Annals of Scot- 
land, with our author's account. His writing in 
verfe is no argument againft the veracity of his 
feAs. In moft countries hiftory has firft been 
written in verfe. In allcountries memory is more 
ancient than writing ; and poetry than profe. 
Greece, as is well known, had early poetical hif- 
torians. The poem of Naevjus on the firft Punic 
war, written about 238 years before Chrift, was 
^e earlieft know|i among the Romans ; and the 

beginning 
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beginning of it puts us^in mind of the harfli ortho- 
graphy of Barbour j 

Que! terrai Latiai hemones tuferunt 
Vires frudefque Poinicas fabor.— - 

The next poet Mras Enhius, who about thirty 
years after wrote in heroic verfe, (not in the 
Saturniusy or a kind of Iambic, as Naevius did, 
refembling ithe fhort quick verfe of our Barbour) 
the annals of Rome j and afterward the a<Sb of 
Scipio Africanus, In modern Europe, the Saxon 
poet of the life of Charlemagije is well known, 
and the hiftory of the Britons was tranflated into 
'French' verfe from Geofirey of Monmouth, by 
Wace in the twelfth century ; and a hiftory 
of Normahdy was given by, the fame writer, in 
the feme ftyle. Not to mention, the hiftory of 
France ih French rime of the thirteenth century; 
nor the En^ilh hiftories of Robert of Glocefter, 
Rdbert de Bruhne, &c. the carlieft native hifto- 
rian of Sweden is a chronicler in rime, about the 
year 1360. Our Winton wrote a vaft hiftory of 
the' world, with Scotifti afFairs intermixt, about 
the year 142O, but is a ^ad Ennius after our ex- 
cellent Naevius Barbour: tho' it be remarkable, 
that as Ennius omitted the firft Punic war becaufe 
Naevius had written it, fo Winton does the life of 
Robert!. 

As to any account of our author, little can be 
added by the editor to what he has already. faid in 
another place ♦, except fome curious information, 

• Lift of Scotlfli poets, prcfixt to Ancient Scotifti Po- 
ems from the Maidand MS. London, 1786, p. lxxix« 
Vol, I. b from 
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from Winton's Chronicle, concerning another 
work of his. It being proper and necef&ry, how- 
ever, to give fome account of our poet here, it is 
hoped the reader will excufe a repetition of the 
information formerly given, tho' not in the fame 
words, 

John Barbour feems to have been born a^ 
bout the year 1326. In 1357 it appears, from a 
paflport publiflied by Rymer, dated the 13th day 
of Auguft that year, that he was then archdeacon 
of Aberdeen. This paffpprt permits him to go to 
Oxford, there to place three fcholars to purfue 
their ftudies, and fcholaftic exercifes. By a deed, 
dated the 13th of September in the fame year, alfo 
publifhed by Rymer, we ^nd our author appointed 
by the brOiop of Aberdeen one of his commiffion-r 
crs, to meet at Edinburgh concerning the ranfom 
of David II. king of Scotland, then a prifoner in 
England. In 1365 Rymer^gives us the title of 
another paflport for John Barbour, archdeacon of 
Aberdeen, to go thro' England, with fix knight^ 
in company, to St. Denis, near Paris, All we 
find further ev id e n ced relating to our author is 
that he died ageJT, in the year J 396, as we learn 
from the cbartulary of Aberdeen. / 

He informs us himfdfi^ B.. xiii. ver.-yoo, that 
be wrote this poem in the yiear 1375 ; and about 
1440 Bowei- or Bowmaker, the continuatgr of 
Fordun's hiftory of ScptJand, gives him this pfaife, 
lib. xii. c. 9. fpeaking of king Robert I. ^^ Ma^ 
, ^j/?^r Johannes Barbarii jtrchidiaconus Aherdenenfi^ 
in lingua nojlra maUrna^ diferte ei luculenter fatis^ 
ipfa ejus partiadaria gejlayneanon nmltum (Uganter^ 
ieroravitf*^ 

**• ^ Digitized by Google 
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To thefe particulars the editor now adds the 
following, from Winton's metrical chronicle, writ- 
ten between the years 1410 and 1420 ♦• 

This NiNUS had ane fon alfua, 
Schir Dardane, Lord of Fregia, 
Of quhome the Archdene futtely 
Has maid proper Genealogie, 
Till Robert, our fecond king, 
That Scotland had in governing, 

MS. E£i, p. 63, 

■ ' .* ' ii. ■"■ ' 

And fpeaking of the {>rQgre& of the Scots from 

Ireland: 

Bot be the •BRUTk,'yitt Barbar fayis 
Of Erifchry alluthir wayis^ 
That GuRGUNT Badruk quhile was king, 
And Brettani hacf In gouerrting, &c, 

- '■'' p. 81. 

Agreeable to Gefirjey of JMonmouth, lib. i* c. , 

20. . /- 

Again, 

Of Brutus' lynnage wha will heir 
He luik the tretefs th^t Barbeir 
Maid intill a Genealogy, 
: Reyt weil, and mair perfytly 
Than I can in any wife, 
With all my wit for til devife. 

p. 129. 

• From a MS. in theeditor^s pofleffion, compared with 
tbree oM ones> and prepared for the prefi by Robert Seton, 
X724. 

^ . h% Again, 
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Again> fpeaking of Brennus and Belinus ; 

Thai reid the Brute, and thai fall fee 
Fcrleis feir of thair bounte. 

p* 184. 
Again, 

OcTAVYUS than into thai dayis 
As of Brute the ftoryefayis. 
Of all Breitane haill was king. 

P- 329- 
The following paffage, not immediately to the 
purpofe^ is inferted on account of its fingula- 
rity: 

Bot of the Brute the ftorye fayis 
That Lucius Hyber in his da)as 
Was of the hie ftait procuratour, 
Nouthir calllt king na empryoun 
Era blayme wes than the author quyte^ 
As he before him fand, to wryte j 
And men of gude difcretioun 
■ Suld excufe and loiflF Hucheone, 
That cunnand was in literature. 
He maid a gret geft of Arthur E : 
And the awenturis of G aWane : 
And the *piftill als of fueit Susane. 
He was curious in his ftyle, 
Fayr, and facund, and fubtile, 
And ay to plefance had delyte ; 
And maid in metyr meit his dyte, 
Littill or nocht neverthelefs 
Wawerand fra the futhfaftnes. 
Had he callit Lucius procuratour, 
Qhair that he callit him empryour, &c. 

P- 364. 
And 



Digitized by 



Google 



PREFACE. wi 

And HucHONE of the Auk Ryall 

Intill his geft hiftoriall. lb. 

Sen HucHEONE of the Jwk Ryall 

Intill his geft hiftoricall. Ih. 

HuCHEONE baith, and the author. IL 

^^ • 

There is every reafon to believe that the 
Brute, in the paflages above quoted, after p, 
184, is quite different from Barbour's Genealogy 
of the kings of Scotland, in which the lineage of 
Brutus was given, as appears from the paflage 
p. 129, above: and is either Geffrey of Mon- 
mouth's book, or Wace's Le Brut. Of Hutcheon 
the editor knows nothing. He once fufpefted Aat 
the ihort hrftory of Scotland, in profe, down to 
the end of Robert the Second's reign, to be found 
at the end of Winton, and which is a curious re- 
main of old Scotifh profe, was the book of Bar-* 
hour above mentioned ; but there is no mention 
of Dardanus or of Brutus in it : and he believes 
that Barbour's work is loft. 

To return to the prefent work, Winton not 
only repeatedly quotes it, but omits the whole 
reign of Robert I. as Barbour had already written 
it in the fame metre which he ufes. 

In book viii. chap. 139, p. 601, Winton begins 
to give long extrafts from Barbour's poem. He 
there prefents us with an extraft from B. i. ver. 
yj — 170. After a long and often fabulous ac- 
count of the controverfy between Baliof and Bruce, 
and the fentcnce of Edward, he fays, p. 627, 

Bot luik quhat fbllowit eftirwart; 

How Robert our king recovcrit his land. 

That occupyit with his fayis he fand i 

And 
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And it reftoryt in all fredome, 

Quyt till his airis of all thraledome ; 

Quha that lykis that till witt 

To the Bruyse' buke I thaim remitt. 

Quhair maifter Johnne B arbeir, Archdene 

Of Aherdene^ as mony has feyrie, 

His deidis deitit mair vertuuuy, 

Thah I can think in all ftudy ; 

Haldand in all leill futhfaftnes. 

Set all he wrait nocht his prowes. 

Winton then gives an account of the Cummins, 
and of the Bruces, and of the affairs of Scotland 
down to the year 1304, at which year, p, 680, he 
lays. 

The Archdekin in Bruges buke, &c. 

and quotes B. i. ver. 187, &c. Then in p, 682 
he gives another extra£l: from B. i. ver. 483, to 
B. ii. ver. 36, with flight omiflions, additions, and 
alterations. After which, p. 686, he fays, 

Quhat eftir this the Bruce Robert 
In all his tyme did eftirwert, 
The Archdene of Ahirdene 
in Bruce's buke has gart be fene» 
Mair wyflie tretit into wryte. 
Than I can think in all my wyte. 
Thairfore I will now thus lychtly 
Ourpafs att this tyme his ftory, 

Winton then, chap. 157, excufes the lamenefs of 
his work, and recapitulates the years till David 
II.: chap 158 ^has the betraying of Wallace by 
Menteith, 1305; and the dedication of the new 
cathedral of St. Andrews, 1318^ both very briefly 

told. 
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told. Chap. 159 bears the birth of king Davil 
IL 1320, and the depofition of Edward II. of 
England, 1326, by his reckoning. Chap. 160 
gives the wedding of David II. 1328, and the 
death of Robert I. Chap. 161 begins the reign 
of David II. at length. Tho' Winton's work 
will not bear a total publication, it would be 
worth while to publifli this latter part, from Da- 
vid II. till 1414, as forming with Barbour a chain 
of memoirs in Scotifli verfe, for the hiftory of 
Scotland, almoft down to the commencement of 
our memoirs in Scotifli profe, in the hiftory of 
Lindfay of Pittfcottie. The fpace from 14 14 till 
1437, when Lindfay begins, might be fupplied 
from Bellenden's tranflation of Boethius, wbidi 
varies from the original, and of which Lindfay's 
work was meant to be a continuation, as we learn 
from himfelf. This part of Wintoii and Bellen- 
iden would fbriii two large odavo volumes. 

This preface (hall be clofed with one little re- 
mark, to wit, that the name of the bruce is 
given to this poem, as its genuine ancient name, as 
appears from the lift of ancient Scotifli poems in 
Wedderburn's Complaint of Scotland, 1549, ^^*^ 
from the above paflages of Winton *. 

* It is worth obfervation that, tho' the edition of this 
work 1616 be the oldeft difcovered, yet there rauft have been 
at lead one more ancient : for Gordon, in his Hiftorie of 
Bruce, a poem printed at Dort 1615, 4to. mentions this 
poem, as « the old printed book," in his preface j where he 
alfo fpeaks of a MS. on vellum, containing a poetical life of 
Bruce by Peter Fenton, a monk of Melrofe, written in 
4369 ; from which he borrows forae incidents. It ended, 
as Gordon's, with the battle of Bannocburn, The MS. be* 
Jgngedi 
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4 THE bruce: 

Swa that na tyme of lenth- it let. 
Nor ger it haly be forget. 
For aula ftoryfe, that men redys, 
Repraifents to thaim the dedys 
Of ftalwart folk, that lywyt ar, 
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-The land fax yer, and moyr perfey^ -^ * 

Ley defolat after hys day. 40 • 

Till that the Barnage at the laft 

Aflemblyt thaim, ?nd fayndyt faft • 

To choyfe a ki;ig, thair land to fter, 

That off awnceftry cumyn wer ,' y k - 

Off kings, that aucht.that roawtie, .\ ■,']'' '45 

And mayft had rycht thaii* 'king^to be. '" , 

Bot Eri^v, that is fa felpun^^ *f^ 

Maid amang thaim great,,defcei^)un, ;' 

For fum wald haiff the BallecSl king, 

For he was cumyn off the offspryng . * 56 *•* 

Off hyf * that eldeft fyftir was. 

And othir fum nyt all th^t cafe ; ^ 

And faid th^t he thair king fulAi>e 

That war In als rier^degre, . ^'. * 

And cumyn war of the neift.male, 55 # 

And in branch cbllateral^r . T 

Thai faid'fucceflion of kyngrik ' * , . 

Was nocht to law^r feys lik ; 

For • ther mycht fucced-na female, . * • . 

Quhill fouiidyn mych't be ony infciaj * 60 

Thdw that in h\J: e%yfi defcendand, ' ^ 

Thai* bar all other wSyjs on hand ; ^ 

For than the ney<3t,cumyh off the.feid, 

Man or womar^^^d fucceid, 

Ver, 61, 62* ^/V*MS.— E.iition^ 1-ead, wi!h equal ohCointy,* 
That were in line even defcendand } 
They bear all otherwife in hand* 

• B 3' Be 
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Be this refoun that part thought hale, 65 

That the Lord of Jnandyrdale^ 

Robert the Brwyse Erie otl Carryk^ 

Oucht to fucceid to the kynryk. 

The Barownys thus war al diTcord, 

That on na»m|iner mycht accord : 70 

T4II at thd'laft thai all concordyt. 

That all thair fpefc-fuld be recordyt 

Till Schyr EduuAud off Tngland King, ' 

And he fuld fw«|^hat, bot fenyeyng. 

He fuld that arbyter dlfclar, 75 

Of thir twa that I tauld off ar, 

Quhilk fucceid to fick a hycht, 

And lat him ryng that had the rycht. 

This ordynance thaitu thocht the beft. 

For at that tyme waS pefe and reft 8d 

Ver. 68. David Earfof Iftftitingdon, grandfon of David 
I. was the fource of the claimants, Baliol and Bruce. The 
former was grandfon of Margaret, eldeft daughter of Earl 
David J the latter was fon of Ifabella, ,the fecond daughter. 
Sir David Dalrymple, to whofe valuable labours on Scotifb 
}nftory thefe note# %^ often be indebted, has fhewn that 
Baliol was undoubtedly the legal heft* of the Scotifh crown r 
Barbour, in fpeakmg of Bruce as tjic male heir only, oppofes 
him to Dcrvorgil, the mother of Ba^c^, who was alive. 'Baliol 
was fon of Dervorgil, daughter of Margaret, daughter of 
Earl David. Bruce was fon of Ifabell|k. But it is clear that 
Margaret, and her daughter Dervorgil', and their defendants, 
muft have enjoyed the crown before Ifabella, or any of her 
defcendants. Robert Bruce, Earl of Carrick, competitor with 
John BaliQl, was grandfather of oui* hero. 

jf .^ . Betwyx 
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Betwyx Scotland aad Tngland bath, 

And thai couth not perfawe the fkaith, 

That towart thaim was apperand ; • 

Foj that as the King oiF Tngland "• 

Held fwylk freyndfhip, and cumpany 85 

To thair king, that was fwa worthy. 

Thai trowyt that he, as gud nyghbur, 

And as freyndfome conapofitur, 

Wald hawe jugyt in lawte. 

Bot otherwayis all yheid the gle. 90 

A ! blynd folk full off all foly ! 
Haid ye unbethocht jou enkerly, 
Quhat perell to you mycht apper. 
Ye had not wro9ht on that maner^ 
Haid ye tane keip how at that King 95 

^Iwayes, forowtyn fojournying, 
Trawayllyt for to wyn fenyhory. 
And throw his /nycht till occupy 
Lands, that war till him marcheand. 
As Walls was, and als Ireland-^ * lOO 

That he put to fwylk thrillage. 
That thai, that war ofF hey perage, 
Suld ryn on fute, as rebaldaill. 
Quhan he wald our folk affaill 
Durft nane of PFalis, in bataill ride, 105 

Nor yhet fra ewyn fell abyd, 
jCaftell or wallyt toune within. 
That hene fuld lyff and lymys tyne. 

B 4 Into 
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Into fwilk thrillage thaim held he, 

That he ourCome throw his powfte* li<9 

Ye mycht fe he fuld occupy 

Throiv flycht, that he ne mycht dirow maiftiry. 

Hdd ye tane kep quhat was thrillage, 

And had coniideryet hys ufage. 

That grypyt ay, hot gayne gevyng, 115 

Ye fuld, forowtyn his demyng, 

HafF chofyn yow a king, that mycht 

Hive haldyn veyle the land in rycht* 

Walys eniample mycht have bein 

To yow, had ye it forowfein, 120 

That be othir will him chafty. 

And wyfe men fayes he is happy^ 

For unfayr things may fall perfay^ 

Alfe Weill to morn, as yhiftirday* 

Bot ye traiftyet in lawte, 125 

As fympile folk, but malvyt^ 

And wyft not quhat fuld eftir tyd :. 

For in this warld that is fa wyde, 

Is nane determynat that fall 

Knaw things that ar to fall, 13d 

Bot God, that is off maift powefte, 

Refewyt till his maiefte. 

For to knaw, in his prefcience, 

Off allryn tyme the mowence. 

Tn this maner aflentyt war 135 

The Barowns, as I faid you ar. 

And 
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And throch thair aller hale aflent^ ' 

Mellingers till hym thai fent. 

That was than in the haly land. 

On Saraceny's warrayand. 140 

And fra he wyft quhat charge thai had. 

He bufkyt hym, but mar abad. 

And left purpos that he had tane ; 

And till Ingland agayne is gane. 

And fyne till Scotland word fend he, 145 

That thai fuld jnak ane aiiemble. 

And he in hy fuld cum to do 

In all things, as thai wrayt him to. 

Bot he thocht weill, throuch thair: debate. 

That he fuld llely fynd the gate 150 

How that he all the fenyhowry, 

Throw his gret mycht, fuld occupy. 

And to Robert the Brwyce faid he, 

*' GyfF yow will hald in cheyff ofF me, 

*' For evirmar, and thyne ofFspryng, 155 

** I fall do fwa yow fall be king." 

* Schyr,' faid he, ' fa God me fave, 

* The kynryk I yharn I not to have# 

* Bot gyff it fall ofF rycht to me ; 

^ And gyfF God will that it fa be % i6o 

* I fall als frely in all thing 

* Hald it, as it afFer^to king* 

Ver. 139, A miftake. Edward ws^s in England. He return- 
ed from the Holy Land in izyij or eighteen years before 
this time. 

«Or 
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• Or as myn eldr^ forouch me 

* Hald it in freyaft rowatc.* 

The tothir wreyth^him, and fwar 165 

That he fuld have it nivir mar : 

And turnyt him in wreth away* 

Bot Schyr Ihon th^ Ballegll perfay 

Affentyt till him^- in all his will, 

Quharthrouch fell eftir mickill ill. 17O 

Pe was king bot a little quhile, 

And throuch gret futelte and ghyle. 

For litill cnchefone, or nane, 

He was areftyt fyne and tane. 

And degradyt fyne was he 175 

Off honour and offdignite. 

Quhythir it was throuch wrang or rycht, 

Cod wat it, that is maift off mycht. 

Quhan S^hyr EdoIjard, the mychty King, 
Had on this wyfe done his likyng 180 

Off Jhone the Ballegll, that fwa fone 
Was all defawtyt and undone, 
To Scotland went he than in hy. 
And all the land gan occupy : 
Sa hale that bath caftell and toune 185 

War intill his poffeflione, 
Fra IFeii anent Orkenay^ I 
To MuUyrfnwk in Gallaway. 
And ftuffyt all with Ingltfs men ; 
Schyrreffys and bailyheys maid he thain, 190 

Vcr. 183. July 1296, 

And 
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And allryn othir officers. 

That for to gowern land aflers^ 

He maid of Inglis nation. 

That worthyt than fa rych fellone, 

And fa wykkyt, and cowatoufe, 195 

And fwa hawtane, and difpitoufe. 

That Scottsmen mycht do hathing 

That ever mycht pleyfe to thair liking. 

Thair wyfFs wald thai oft forly. 

And thair dochtrys difpitufly ; 200 

And gyfF ony off thaim thairat war wrath. 

Thai watyt hym wele with gret (kaith. 

For thai fuld fynd fone enchefone^ 

To put him to deftruftione. 

And gyff that ony man thaim by 205 

Had ony thing that was worthy, 

As horfe, or hund, or othir thing, 

That war plefand to thair liking. 

With rycht or wrang it have wald thai. 

And gyff ony wald thai withfay, %io 

Thai fuld fwa do, that thai fuld tyne 

Othir land, or lyff, or leyff in pine. 

Ver. 195. Edward I. was a brave and warlike prtn<Stf^ 
yet had the innate cruehy of a favage ; fo. that the maxim^ 
that cowards- are always ciniel, will not bear to be leverfed. 
This cruelty was a part of his difpofition, not of hi» poli« 
tics t for nothing can be more impolitic in a conqueror than 
cruelty ; as the Roman empire, which flood upon clemency, 
and many other examples on both fides, prove. Scotland might 
perhaps have remained annexed to England^ if Edward had 
even had political clemency* 

4^/ hf^^r For 
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f. ? For thai dempt thaim eftir thair will, ^ 

Takand na kep to^rycht, na (kill. 

A quhat thai dempt thaim felonly ! 215 

For gud knychjs that war worthy, 

-For litill enchefowne, or than nane, 

Thai hangyt be the nek-bane.. 

Als that folk, that evlr was fre, 
t And in fredome wount for to be, 220 

Throw thair gret ^yfchance, and foly, 

jWar tretyt than fa wykkytly, 

That their fays thair jugis war ; 

Quhat wreghitncs may man have mar ? 

• A ! fredome is a nobill thing ! 225 
JFr^dome mayfe man to haifF liking ; 

Fredome all folace to man giffis : 
He levys at efe, that frely levys !' 

* A noble hart may haifF nane efe, 

« Na ellys ncJcht that may him plefe, 23O 

Gyff fredome failyhe : for fre liking 
Is yharnyt our all othir thing- 
Na he, that ay hafe levyt fre, 
May nocht knaw weill the propyrte, 
The angyr, ria the wrechyt dome, 235 

That is cowplyt to foule thyrldome. 
Bot gyfThe had aflayit it, 
Than all perquer he fuld it wyt ; 

Ver. 225. Our poet here gives into a moving digreflion, in 
praife of liberty j and ^xpofcs^ in ftriking colours, the mife- 
ric$ 9f flavciy, 

\ . And 
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And fuld think frfdome mar to pryfe, 

Than all the gold^ in warld that is. 240 

Thus contrar things evirmar, 

Difcoweryngs off the tothir ar. 

And he that thryll is has not his; 

All that he hafe enbandownyt is 

Till hys lord, quhatevir he be. 24.5 

Yheyt hafe he not fa mekill fre 

As fre wyll to leyve, or de, 

That at hys hart hym draws to dre. -* 

Than mayfe clerks queftioun, 

Quhen thai fall in difputatioun, 250 

That gyff man bad. hys thryll oucht do, 

And in the famyn tyme come hym to 

His wyff, and afkyt hym hyr det, 

Quhithir he hys lords neid fuld bet, ^^'^^^AX- 

And pay fryft that he owcht, and fyne ^^^ iT y^^ 

Do furth hys lords commandyne \ ' 

Or leve onpayit hys wyff, and do * * 

The things that commandyt is hym to. 

I leve all the folutioun 

Till thaim that ar off mar renoun. 260 

Bot fen thai mak fic competying 

Betwixt the detts off wedding. 

And lords bidding till hys thrill, 

Ye may weile fe, thQi^cht nane you tell, 

Kow hard a thing that thryldome is. 265 

For men may weile fe, that ar wyfe, 

That wedding is the hardeft band, , 

That ony man may tak on hand. 
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And thryldom^is wcill wer than d^id, 

For quhill a thryll his lyfF may kid> 270 

It mervys him, body and banys, 

And dede anoyis him bot anys : 

Schortly to fay is nane can tejl 

The halle conditioun off a thryll. 

This gat Icvyt thai, and in fie thryllagc 275 
Bath pur, and thai off hey perage. 
For off the lords fum thai flew; 
And fum tliai hangyt, and fum thai drew : 
And fum thai put in prefoune, 

Forowtyn caufe, or enchefoune* 280' 

And amang others off Douglasb 
Put in prefoune Wilyam wafe. 
That off DouGLASE wafe Lord and Syr. 
Off him thai makyt a martyr ; 
Fra thai in prefoune him fleuch, 285 

, His lands that^ayr inewcji, ^ 

Thai the Lprd off Qyffurd gave. 
He had a fone, a litill knave, 

That 

Ver .281. There was no Earl af this great family till 1357. 
Annals of Scotland^ If. 224. Barbour ufes Sjr for Lord^ 
being a contra^ion of Seigneur, Our application of Sir Xxt 
knights only is of modern date-: and anciently even priefts 
had the 5/r, a tranflation of Dcnihus^ implying either Lord 
orMafter. The .chiefs of Douglas were barons $ and the 
title of Sir prefixt to their names, and to others by modem 
writers, following the ancient, is improper, becaufe that 
prefixture now belongs to knights only, whereas in ancient 
times even kings had it} Stbhr Edward the nobil King. Baron 
C//. m^*Vy/- ^ William 
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That was than hot a litill page ; 

Bot fyne he was ofF gret waflage, 290 

His fadyrs dede he wengyt fua, 

That in Ingland^ I underta, 

Was nane off lyve that him ne dred ; 

For he fa fele off harnys fched, 

That nane that ly vys riiaim can tell : 295 

Bot wondirly hard thing fell 

Till him, or he till ftate was brocht. 

Thair was nane aventur that mocht 

Stunay his hart, na ger him let 

To do the thing that he wer on fet ; 300 ^ 

For he thocht ay entirly 

To do his deid awyfely. 

He thochf weil! he wis worth na feylc, 

That mycht of nane anoyis feyle ; 

And als for till efcheve gret things, ^05 

And hard trewalys, and bargangings. 

That fuld ger his price dowblyt be. 

Quhairfor, in all his lyvetyme, he 

William Douglas was the firft nobleman who joined Wallace, 
May 1297, in the heroic attempt to free his country, over- 
run in 1296 by Edward I. an attempt utterly ruined at Fal- 
kirk, July 1298 : fo that Wallace's progrefs was terminated 
in a twelve-month, or fo 5 and Henry's poem on him is but 
the hiftory of two years, while this of Barbour embraces 
twenty-four, Wallace was taken, and beheaded, 1304 — 5 5 
but William Douglas had deferted him, Auguft 1297, and 
yielded himfelf prifoner to Edward I, AnnaUy I. 249. Baroft 
James Douglas, whofe deeds grace this poem, was his fon. 

5P/ . C49Ci^Uif ' Was 
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-^ Was in gret payn, S3 gret trewaill, 

-^^ And nivir wald for myfcheifffaiU, jjO 

Bbt dryve the thing rycht to the end. 

And tak the ure that God wald fend. 

His name was James of Douglas : 

And quhen he herd his fadyr was 
^ Put in prefoune fa fellounly, 315 
And a^his lands halyly 

War gevyn to the Clyffurd perfej^ 

He wyft not quhat to do na fay ; 

For he had n^hing for to difpend, 

1^4 thair was pane that evir kend 320 

Wald do fa mekill for him, that he 

Mycht fufficiantly fundyn be. 
4M^ Than wis he wondir will off wane, SA^' 

And fodanly in hart has tane, 

That he wald trewail our the fe, 325 

And a quhile in Paryfe be, 

And dre myfdieiff quhar nane him kend. 

Till God fum lucpours till him fend. 

And as he thocht he did rycht fua, 

And fone to Paryfe can hega, v 330 

And levyt thair full fympoUy, 
atsM^^ The quhair he glaid was and joly ; 
y And till fwylk thowtefnes he yeid. 

As the courfe afks off yowtheid. 

And umquhill into rybbaldaill, 335 

And that may mony tyme awaill. 

For knawlage off mony fiats. 

May quhile awailye full mony gats. 



As 
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"As'to the gud Erie ofF Artayis 

Robert, befell in his dayis. 34b 

For oft feynyeyng ofF rybbaldy 

Awailyeit him, and that gretly. 

And Catone fayis us, in his wryt, 

That to fenyhe foly quhile is wyt. 

In Paryfe ner thrc yer duelljrt he ; 34.5 

And then come tythands our the fe^ 

That his fadyr was done to ded. 

Then wis he wa, and will of red ; 

And thocht that he wald hame agayne, 

T^o luk gyfF he, throw ony payn, 350 

Mycht wyn agayn his heretage, 

And his men out off all thryllage. 

To Saint Androwi he come in hy, 

Quhar the Byfchop full curtafly 

Refavyt him, and,gert him wer 355 

His knyvys forouch him to fcher; 

And cled him rycht honorabilly. 

And gert ordayn quhar he fuld ly. 

A weile gret quhile thair dwellyt he ; 

All men lufyt him for his bounte \ 360 

For he was off full fayr effer, 

Wyfe, curtaife, and deboner ; 

Larg, and luffand, als was he. 

And our all things luffyt lawte. 

Ver. 339. Two Roberts, Earls of Artois, are famous; 
R. I. 1237, R. II. 1250. It feems uncertain to which our 
author alludes. 

Ver. 353. Wil liam of Lamberton . 

^VoL. L ^ C Lawt^, 
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^^^ - Lawte to luff is gret wily, 365 

.^MT^ Throuchlawteliffsmenrychtwifljrj ^ 

With a wertU) and lawte^ 
A man may yeit fufiicyand be. 
And but lawte may nane haiff pryfe, 
Quhither he be wycht, or he be wyfe ; 37O 

For quhar it failyeys, na wertu 
May be off price, na off valu, 
To mak a man fa gud, that he 
May fymply callyt gud man be. 

(He was in all his deds lele, 375 

yiJ^ /'^ For him dedeynyeit not to dele 
it^tJ^ With trechery, na with falfet. 

His hart on hey honour wis fet : 

And him cuhten^t on fic maner, 

That all him luffyt that war him ner : 380 

Bot he was not fa fayr, that we 

Suld fpek gretly off his beaute ; 

In wyfage wis he fum deill gray. 

And had black har, as I hard fay ; 
\ , Bot off l)^s he wis weillftnaicl, 38$ 

^ -^ ' ' '/ With banys gret, and fchuldrys braid. 
'^ His body war weillfcaTdland lenye, 

As thai that faw himlaid to me. 

Quhen he wis blyth he wis lufly, 

And meyk, and fweyt in cumpany. 390 

' Vcr. 390. Does Mr. Home allude to this paffage, ia his 
admirable tragedy of Douglas ? 

. .— .^. mild with the mild. 

But with the froward he, was fierce, a^ fire. . \ # ^ 

^fiA-rJ^ - ' ^' "^ "gitized by Google 

3£f7 ^'^^ 



B U K £ I. 19 

Bot quh^ in battaill mycht him fe 

Anothir cuntenance had he. 

And in fpek ulifpyt he fum deill ; 

Bot that fat him fycht wondre wcill. 

Till gud Ector of Troy mycht he 395 

In mony things liknyt be : 

Ector had blalc har as he had. 

And ftark lymys, and rycht Weill maid, 

And ulyfpit alfua as did he, tf^ 

And wis fulfiUyt in leavte ; 40O 

And wis curtaife, and wyfe, and wycht. 

Bot oflF manheid, and mekill mycht, 

Till Ector dar I nane comper, 

Off all that evir in warldys wer. 

Tor in hys tyme fa wrocht he, 405 

That he fuld gretly luvyt be. 

He duellyt thair, quhill on a tid, 
The King Eduuard, with mekill prid. 
Come to Strevillyne with gret mengye, 
For till hald thair ane eflemble. 410 

Thyddirwart went mony barowne, 
Byfchop Wylyame oIFLambyrtoune 
Reid thyddyr als, and with him was 
This Squyer Iamis of Dowglas. 
The Byfchop led him to the King, 415 

And faid, " Scheyr, I to you bryng 

Ver. 4.12. For the aftions of this double and defigning 
prelate, fte Annals of Scotland, 
J cy / • a/i o^h^Q 2 « This 

Ac 4- . "f ^'' ^'^ ^^^^ 9 ^ ^-^ 
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" This child, that clemys your man to be^ 

** And prays you per cheryte, 

" That ye refave his homage 

*' And grants him his heretage.** * 420 

* Quhat lands clemys he ?* faid the King. 
*' Schyr, gyfFthat it be your liking, 

** He clemys the lordfchip off Douglas^ 

" For lord thiroff hys faddyr was." 

The King, then wrethyt him entirly, 425 

And faid, ' Schyr Byfcnop, fekyrly 

* Gyff you wald kep ye fewte, 

* Yow maid nane fie fpeking to me. 

* His faddyr ay wis my fay feloune, 

* And deyt thairfor in my prefoun, 430 
f And wis agayne my Maiefte : 

* Quharfor hys ayr I aucht to be. 

* Ga purchis land quhar eir he may, 

* For thairofF hafFys he nane perfay ; 



Ver. 417. Child was a term for a Damoi/eau, or noble 
youth, before he was knighted. Whence Horn Child, an 
old £ngli(h romance ; and Child Maurice, a fine Scotiih 
ballad. The later is Ibmetimes called Gil Maurice ; and 
Oil has the fame meaning, tho* now ufed for chUd in 
the Buchan diale6l. Gil in proper names is Gothic, not 
Irifti, as forae imagine t Gilimer, Gilbert, &c. &c. are 
known Gothic named. So our Gillies, JUiusJefw, GiU 
chrift, Jilius ChriJH ', Gilbridc, filius Brigidee ; and others. 
The Iriih is full of Gothic words, becaufe the Danes and 
Norwegians fettled in Ireland, and our highlands : but no 
Ihfli ever went to Scandiaavia. 

' . , «Thff 
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* The Clyffurd fall thaim haiff, for he 435 

* Ay lely has ferwyt to me.* 

, The Byfchop hard him fwa anfuer, 

And durft than fpek till him na mar j 

Bot fra hys prefence went in hy, 

For he dred fayr his felouny : 44© 

Swa that he na mar fpak thairto. 

The King did that he com to do ; 

And went till Ingland fyn agayn. 

With mony man of mekill mayn. 



. LORDINGS \ qUHA LIKS FOR TILL HER, 44$ 

The Romanys now begynys her, h jj 4;, L^^ 

Ver. 446. This word Romanys does not mean what we now 
term a romance^ or fi^lion ; but a naii*ation of fa^ls in 
rorfiance, or the lulgar tongue. This ufe of the term is the 
genuine one, while we abufe it. Decrees of councils, and 
other remains of the ninth and tenth centuries in France, 
{hew that the.Francic, or German, was the court language j 
while the common people fpoke the lingua Romana ruftica^ 
or romance. When this laft language had prevailed, as 
that of the greater number always does, and began to be 
written, it was long called romance, but laterly French, 
Such was alfo the cafe in Spain and Italy. See Hift. de 
la langue Franc, prefixed to the Poejies du Rot de Na^varre^ 
Paris 174*. As tales were firft written in romance, the 
name of the language paffed to the fubjeft. Barbour begins, 
ver. 8, &c. with telling us, that his narration is futhfafty or 
true I and the reader needs only penife Dalrympie's Annals^ 
to fee the veracity of mcft, if not all of it. 

C 3 - Off 
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OfF men that war in gret difirefs. 

And affayit full gret hardynes, 

Or thai mycht cum till thair entent ; 

Bot fyne our Lord fic grace thaim fent, 45a 

That thai fyne, throw thair gret walour, 

Come till gret hycht, and till honour, 

Magre thair foyis ivir ilk ane, 

That war fa fele, that ane till ane 

Off thaim thai war weill a thoufand ; 455 

Bot quhar God holpys quhat may withftand ? 

Bol^nd we fay the futhfaftnes, | 

Thai war fum tyme ev'n mar than les ; 

Bot God that maift is off all mycht, 

Preferwyt thaim in hys forfycht, 460 

To weng the harme, and the contrer. 

All that fele folk and pantener 

Dyd till fympill folk and worthy, 

That couth not help thaimfelfs forthy. 

Thai war lik to the Machabeys^ . 465, 

That, as men in the Bibell feys, 

Throw thair gret worfchip and walour, 

Faucht into mony ftallwart ftour, 

For to delyvir thair countre 

Fra folk that, throw iniquite, 470 

Ver. 458. As being not only few, but difcomfited, divided, 
difpirited. 

Ver. 462. The editions read : 

To venge the harmes, and the contrares, 
l%at they fell folk and oppreffares. 

Hald 



Digitized by 



Google 



B U K £ I. 2 J 

Hald thalm and thairs in thrlllage : 

Thai wroucht fua throw their waflelage. 

That, with few folk thai had viftory 

Off mychty Kings, as fayis the ftory. 

And delyveryt thair land all fre ; 475- 

Quharfor thair name fold lovyt be* 

This Lord the Brwyse I fpak of ayr, 
l^aw all the kynryk fwa forfayr. 
And fwa trawlyt the folk faw he. 
That he thairofF had gret pite. 48a 

Bot quhat pite that e'er he had 
Na cuntenance thairofF he maid, 
TilJ on a tyme Schyr Ihoke Cumik, 
As thai come ridand fra StrewilJyriy 
Said till hym, * Schyr, will ye not fe, 485 

' How that gowemyt is thys countre ? 
' Thai fla our folk, but enchefoune, 
^ And hald thys land agayne refoune, 
' And ye thairofF fuld lord be ; 

* And gyff that ye will trow to me, 490 

* Ye fall ger mak thairofF king, 

* And I fall be in your helping : 

' Wittf thy ye gifFme all the land, 

* That ye haifF now intill your hand ; 

* And gyfF that ye will not do fua, 495 

* Na fwylk a flate upon you ta, 

Vcr. 4.83. John Cumin, of Badenoch, a branch of the pow- 
erful family of Cumin ; as was the earl of Buchan at this 
time. 

C 4 ^ All 

41/^ ^^ Sl^ /^«/ j^ tes^ 
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* All. hale my land fall yours be ; 
^ And lat me ta the ftate on me : 

* And bring thys land out of thyrllage. 

^ For thair is.nothir man, na page, 500 

^ In all thys land*Got thai fall be 

* Fayn to mak thaimfelvyTfre.* 

» The Lord the Br wise hard hys carping, 
And wend he fpak bot futhfaft thing. 
And, for it liklt till his will, 505 

He gave his aflent fone thairtill : 
And faid, " Sen ye will it be fwa, 
" I will blythly upon me ta 
« The ftate, for I wate that I have rycht ; 
** And rycht mayfe oft the feble wycht.'* 510 

# The Barownys than accordyt ar, 
And that ilk nycht writyn war 

• Thair endenturs, and athyis maid. 
To hald that ^ai forfpokyn haid. 

Hot ofFall tilings wa worth trefoun| ! 515 

For thair is nothir duk ne baroune, 
Na erle na prynce, na king off mycht, 
Thoch he be nivir fa wyfe na wicht. 
For wyt, worfchip, price, na renoun. 
That ivir may wauch hym with trefoune, 520 
Wis not all Troy with trefoune tane, 
Qj^ihcn ten yers off the wer wis gane ? 
Thain flayn wisjtnone thoufand 
Off thaim withowt, throw ftrenth of han^. 
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As Dares in bys buk he wrate, 525 

And Dyts that knew all thair ftate. 
Thai mycht not haiff beyn tane throw mycht, ^ 
, Bot trefoune tuk them throw hyr flycht. ^ 

And Alexandir the Conquerowr, ^iVi^ 

That conqueryt Babylonys tour, 530 

And all this warld off lenth and breid, 
In twal yher, throw his douchty deid, r-^^ 

Wis fyne deftroyit throw pufoune, 
In hys awyne houfe, throw gret trefoune. 
Bot or he dpit hys land delt he ; 535 

To fe hys dede .wis gret pite. 
JuLUs Cesar als that wan 
Bretane and Fraunce^ as douchty man, 
Jffryk^ Arrahe^ Egipt^ Surry^ 
And all Europe halyly, 54.O 

And for hys worfchip and ualour 
Off Rome wis fryft maid Empirour ; 
Syne in hys capitole wis he. 
Throw thaim off hys confaill prive, 
Slayne with pufoune, rycht to the ded ; 545 

And quhen he faw thair wis na rede, 
Hys eyn with hys hand clofit he. 
For to dey with mar honcfte. 

Ver. 539. Surry is Syria. 

Ver. 545. for pufoune, the editions rightly red bodkins^ 
that is daggers : 

- might his quietus make 

With a bare bodkin. Shakfp. Hamlet, 

y . . Als 
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Als Arthur that, throw chevalry. 

Made Bretane maiftris and lady 55a 

Offtwal kinricks that he wan; 

And'alfua, as a noble man, ■ 

He wan throw bataill Fraunce all fre, 

And Lucius Yher wcncufyt he, 

That thain off Rome war Empirour ; 555. 

Bot yeit, for all hys gret valour, 

MoDREYT hys fyftirs fon hym flew. 

And gud men als ma then inew. 

Throw trefoune, and throw wikkitnes. 

The Broice bers thairoff witnes : 560 

Sa fell off this conand making, 

For the Cumin raid to the King 

' Ver. 549. Our poet here, as ufual in his time, blends the 
moft childifti fables virith hiftofy. This account of Arthur 
is borrowed from Geoffrey of Monmouth ; and it* appears 
from Winton that Barbour wrote a book on this fubjeft. 
Arthur is now known to be a non-exiftence, being a mere 
epithet given by the Wdflx to Aurdius Ambrofius, Art-uir, 
« The Great Man/ Gildas was cotemporary with the mock 
Arthur, 530, but knew nothing of him, tho' in his 
Epiftle (Gale Script, Angl.) he mentions five kings of Bri- 
tain in his time. Nennius, who wrote 858, fays nothing of 
Arthur, the chapter concerning him being an addition after 
the words, explicit opus Nennii. In fliort, till Geoffrey 
wrote, 1150, Arthur was unknown. Arthur's Seaty Ar^ 
tbur^s Round Table, Sec. are all names derived from the 
romances, and tournaments; and unknown, till the thir- 
teenth and fourteenth centuries. Arthur was the Fingal, 
the Roland, of Wales; nay, of Britain, after Geoffrey's 
time. 

OiF 
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Off InglanJy and tald all this cafe; 
Bot, I trow, not all as it was. 

Bot the endentur till him gaf he, 565 

That foune fchawyt the iniquite : 
Quharfor fyne he tholyt ded, 
Than he couth fet thairfor na rede. 
Quhen the King faw the endentur. 
He wer angry out of mefur, 570 

And fwour that he fuld wengeance ta 
Off that Brwyse, that prefumyt fwa 
Aganys him to brawle or ryfe, 
Or to confpyr on fic a wyfe. 
And to Schyr Ihon Cumyn faid he 57.5 

That he fuld, for his lawte. 
Be rewardyt, and that hely : 
And he him thankit humyly. 
Than thoucht he to have the leding 
Off all Scotland^ but gane faying, 580 

Fra at the Brwyse to ded war browcht, 
Eot oft failyes the ful's thoucht : 
And wife menys etling 
Cumys not ay to that ending 
That thai think it fall cum to, 585 

For God wate Weill quhat is to do. 
Off his etlyng rycht fwa it fell, 
As I fall^ftirwarts tell, ^ 

He tuk hys leve, and hame is wept. 
And the King a parlyament 590 

Gert 
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Gert fct thaireftir haftcly ; 

And thydder fomownys he in hy 

The Barownys of his roalte. 

And to the Lord die Brwyse fend be, 

Bydding to cum to that gadryng. 595' 

And he that had na perfawyng 

Off the trefoun^ na the &lfet, 

!R.aid to the King but langir let. 

And in Lundon him herberyd he. 

The fyrft day of thair affembly ; 600 

Syne on the morn to court he went. 

The King fat into parlyament, 

And forouch hys cunfaiU prive. 

The Lord the Brwyse thair callyt he, 

And fchawyt him the endentur, 605 

He WIS in full gret aventur 

To hym hys lyff ; bot God of mycht 

Preferwyt hym till hyer hycht, 

That wald not that he fwa war dede. 

The King betaucht hym in that fteid 610 

The endentur, the feyle to fe, 

And afkyt gyff it enfelyt he ? 

He lukyt the feyle entently, 

And anfweryt till him hum)'ly. 

And fayd, '' How that I fimpell be, 615 

" My feyle is not all tyme with me j 

** ^ have ane othir it to ber, 

" Quarfor gyff that your wills wer, 

Ver. 615. The editions read tbromj that* 
Ver, 617. The fame read / have* 
^ *« I aflc 

^^/' /'* /N ' Digitized by GoOQle 



B U K £ I. 29 

^^ I afk you refpyt for to fe 

^* This lettir, and thairwith awyfit be, 610 

" Till to morn that ye be fet : 

** And then, forowtyn langer let, 

** This lettir fall I entyr heyr, 

** Before all your cunfaiU planer ; 

** And thairtill into borwch draw I 625 

*' Myn herytage all halily," 

The King thoucht he was traift enewch, 1/ M^^f - 

Sen he in borwch hys lands drewch : 

And let hym with the lettir pafle, 

Till entyr it, as forfpokin was, 633 



THE END OF BUKE ^. 
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ARGUMENT. 

Robert flees to Scotland^ and kills Cumin at 
Z>«««/rm.— Douglas metis him neir Lochma^ 
hariy and thay becufH flker freinds, — Robert is 
crounit at Scone — gangs to Perthj and challanges 
Schir Aymer de Vallange^ Wardan of 
Scotland^ to battle — is refufet^ and ludges in 
Methven Park — is entrely defait he Schir Ay- 
MER — retraits to the Grampian Hills — gaes 
to Aherden^ quhar the ^enCy and uther ladeis 
meit him. — Praife ofluve and womeny enfampiled 
fra Theban Jlorie. — The Inglis advauncingy the 
King agane retraits futh-weji to the Grampian 
bills. 
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HE Brwyse went till hys innys fwyth, 
Bot wyt ye weilc he wis full blyth, 
That he had gottyn that refpyt. 
He callit his marfchall till him tyt. 
And bad him luk on all maner ; r 

That he ma till hys men gud cher ; 
For he wald in hys chambre be, 
A Weill gret quhile in priuate. 
With him a clerk forowtyn ma. 
The marfchall till the hall gan ga, Iq 

And did hys Lordys comanding* 
The Lord the Brwyse, but mar letting, 
Gert priuely bryng ftedys twa, 
He and the clerk forowtyn ma, 
Lap on, forowtyn perfawing, Ij 

And day and nycht, but foiournying. 
Thai raid ; quhill, on the fyfte^day, 
Cumyn till Louchmaban ar thai. 
Hys brodyr Eduuard thai thair fand, 
That thoucht ferly it tafe on hand, . . ..^ 

VoL.L *^^ D That 
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That thai come hatne fa priuely : 
He tald hys brodyr halyly 
How that he thair foucht was. 
And how he chapyt wis throw cafe. 
Sa fell it in the feinyn tyd, 25 

That at Drumfirefe^ rycht thair befidc, 
Schir Ihone the Cumyn, foiournyng maid, 
The Brwyse lap on, and thydir raid j 
And thoucht forowtyn mar lettingj 
For to qwyt hym hys difcouerying. jp 

Thyddir he raid, but langar let, ^ 
And with Schyr Ihone the Cumyn met, 
In the Frers^ at the hye awtcr. 
And fchawyt hitn^ with lauchand cher, . 
The endentur : {yxi^ With a knyfF 35 

Rycht in that fted hym reft the lyfF. 
Schyr Eduuard Cumyn als wis tL-rfCi^ 
' And oddirs mony ofF mekill mayn. 

Ver. 26. Dumfries, the celebrated Caftrum Puellarumt 
thin, monsy caftellum \ Fre, puella nobilis : See the GIofTarles 
of Wachter, Verelius/ &c. Edinbtrrgh is erroneoufly thonght 
the Caftrum Pneffarunh as h was thought the CaJIra 
Jlata^ tho* the later be Invernefs. Nothing can b« 
more rifible than to fee Irifh etymologifts tell u», that Duft 
Edin, the Irifh name df Edioburgh, implies Caftra Alata \ 
IlLit, if they had feen Ptolemy, and known that Invemeft 
was the Caftra AUaOy doubtlefl they would have told ut 
that Ivnternefs wa» Irifti for Caftra Alata, 

Ver. 33. The church of Minorites, or Gray Friars. 

Ver. 37. Sir Robert Cumin, not Sir Edward. But for 
this, and other particulars concerning this affair, fee Annals 
of Scotland, L 2oif 

^ Not 
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Not (of th(r yfeit fum men fayis, . 

That that debat fell othirwayis : 40 

Btt quhatfaevyr maid the debate, 

Thair throuch he deyt, weill I Wat, 

He myfdyd that gretly but wer, 

That gave na gyrth to the awter* 

Thairfor fa* hard myfcheiff hym fell, ^ 45 

Tliat Pf^ herd never in Romanys tell, gX:^ 

OfF man fa hard frayit as wis he, 

That eftirwart com to fic bounte. 

Now agayne to the King ga we ; 
That on the morn, with hys barne, 50 

Sat intill hys parleament j 
And eftir the Lord the Brwyse he fent, 
Rycht till his in with knychtys kene. 
Quhen Ke oft tyme had callit been. 
And hys men efrir hym afkit thai, 55 

Thai faid that he, fen yhyiftirday, 
Duelt in hys chambyr ythanly. 
With a dark with him evirfy. 
Than knokyt thai at hys chamKyr, th^r, 
Artd quhen thai hard nane m^ anfuer, 6a 

Thai brak the dur, hot thai fand nocht, 
The quheyir the chambre hale thai fcmchU 

Ver. 44. Gyrtb is a fan^luary in Icelandic. To give ho 
gyrth, implies, * to refufe the place that privilege.' 
Ver. 4.9. Edward of England. / 

Ver, 58. CUricus, a Clergyman ? As fuch alone could 
write, they were the ufual fecretaries of the time, 

iV- c^t^^^l^ 2 Thai 
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Thai tauld the King than hale the cafe^. 

And how that he efchepyt was. 

He wis of hys efchap fary j 65 

And fwair in ire, full ftalwartly, 

That he fuld drawyn and hangyt be. 

He menaufyt as he thocht, bot he 

Thoucht that fuld pafe ane oythir way. 

And quhen he, as ye hard me fay, 70 

Intill the kyrk Schyr Ihone haid flayn. 

Till Louchmabane he went againe ; 

And gert men with hys lettres ryd, 

To freynds upon ilk fid, 

That come to hym with thair mengye, 75 

And hys men als afiemblyt he : 

And thocbt that he wald mak hym king* 

Our all the land the word gan fpryng, 

That the Brwyse the Cumyn had flaynj 

And amang othyri lettres ar gayn 80 

To the BjdTchop of Androwfe towne, 

That tauld how ftayn wis that baroune* 

The lettre tauld him all the deid, 

And he till hys men gert reid, 

^nd fythyn faid thaim fekyrly, 85 

* I hop Thomas prophecy 

* Off Hersildowne, weryfyd be 

* In hym ; for fwa our Lord help me ! 

* Vcr. 86. Thomas Rymour, of Ercildon, a famous poet in 
his time, 1276, and author of the Romance ofTriftram,-* 
now unfortunately loft. He was already, 1304, celebrated 
as a prophet, as Orpheus, Linus, and other early poets. 

« I haifT 
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« I haiff gret hop he fall be King, 
* And haifF this land all in leding/ qq ' 

^ James oIFDowglas that ay quhar 
Allways befor the Byfchops char. 
Had Weill hard all the lettre red. 
And he tuk alfua full gud hed 
To that the Byfchop had faid. ^^ 

Arid quhen the burdys doun war laid, ' 

Till chamyr went thai then in hy ; 
And James of Dowglas priuely 
Said to the Byfchop, < Schyr, ye fe 
« How InglifrneK^ throw thair powft^ ,00 

* Dyflierjr^s me off my land, 

* And men has gert you undirftand, 

* Als that the Erie off Carryk 

* Clamys to govern the kinryk : 

< And, for yon man that he has flayn, jqc 

* AH Inglifmen ar hym agayn, 

« And wald difheryfe him blythly, 

« The quethyr with hym duell wald I. 

* Thairfor, Schyr, gyff it war your will, 

« I wald tak with hym gud and ill : ' j 

* Throw hym I trow my land to wyn , 

« Magre the Clyffurd, and hys \iyxi: 

The Byfchop hard, and had pitc. 

And (kid, " Swct fon, fa God help me r 

« I wald blythly that yow war thair, „< 

« Bot at I not reprowyt war. 

Vcr,96. When the tables were removed. 

^3 MOn 
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*' On thus maner weile wyrk ye may, > 

*' You fall tak Ferra|id my palfrey, . ^ 

" And for thair is na horfe in this land 

'' Swa fwySt, na yeit fa weill at hand, i|to 

'' Tak hym as off thine awyne hewid, 

*' As I had gevyn thairto na reid. 

'' And gyff hys yhemar oueht gruchys, 

«. ]^.uk that yow tak hym magre his i 

•* Swa fall I Weill affonyeit be. tZ$ 

'' Mychty God, for hys ppwfte, 

** Graunt, that h^ that yow paffe to, 

** And yow in all tyme fe woilj to do, 

*' That ye yow fra your fays defeivl !" 

He taucht hym filvir to defpend, IJp 

And fyne galff hym gud day, 

And bad him pafe furth on his wgy, 

For he ne wald fpek till he v^r g^e. 

Th? DowGLAS than hys way has tane 

Rycht to the horfe, as he hyqi bad 5 135- 

Bot he that hym in yhemfell had, 

Than warnyt hym difpitoufly ; 

Bot he that wre^h hym encrely, 

Fellyt him with a fuordys dynt. 

And fyne, forowtyn langar ftynt, J40 

The horfe be fadylt haftely. 

And lap on hym delybritly, 

Vcr. 130. Perhaps raucbt, reached to him, held put t^, 
bim. 

Ver. 139. That is, knocked him down with the back of 
his fword, or with it undr^wu, y7.4 f I if\ jI^J y 

I And 
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And paflyt furth but Icve taking. 

Der God, that is off Hevyn King ! 

Sauff bim, and fchdd hjm fra hys fayes ! 145 

All hym ^ane the way he taes 

Towart the tpwne of Loucbmabami 

And, a litill fra Aryk Stane^ 

The Brwy^e with a gret rout he met, 

That raid to Scane for to be fet , 150 

In Icings ftole, and to be king. 

And quhcn Dowclas faw hys cumyng, 

He raid, and hailfyt hym in hy. 

And lowtyt hym full curtafly ; 

And tauld hym haly all hys ftate, 155 

And quhat he was, and als how gat, 

The Clyffurd held hys heretage : 

And that he come to mak homage 

Till hym as till hys rychtwife King, 

And at he boune wel^ in all thing, 160 

Vcr. 1 50. Scone, the refidence of our ancient kings. Town* 
of the fame name are frequent in Denmark^ Norway, and 
Sweden. In the Saxon diale6l of the Gothic, it is SbeeUf 
the old name of Richmond. Both words imply Jbinmg^ 
JpUnSd, 

The chief palace of our Pikifh monerchs was at For« 
teviot, where Kenneth died 860, according to our old chro* 
nicies pubii(hed by Innes, in that beft work on our anti.* 
quities, his Critical EiTay. Forteviot is fouth of the river 
£m, oppofite to Dupplin. See Fordun, ziih sj. It is a 
pity that the iite and remains of the palace of Forteviot are 
not invedigated. Perhaps curious antiquities may be found 
buried there. A work on the hiftory and antiquities of 
Perthfliire would be veiy acceptable. 

D4. To 
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To tak with bym the gud and ill. 
And quhen the Brwyse had herd hys will. 
He refawyt him in gtet daynte, 
And men, and armys, till hym gaff he. 
He thoucht weile he fuld be wordiy, 165 

For all hys eldrs war douchty. 
Thusjat maid thai thair aquentance, 
•That nivir fyne, for na kyn chance, 
Depeityt quhill thai lyffand war ; 
Thair frendfchip woux ay mar and mar; 170 

For he ferwvt ay lelely, 
And the to<&ff(ull willfully. 
That wis bath worthy, wycht, and W)rfe, 
Rewardyt him weile hys feruice. 
The Lord the Brwyse to Glafcow raid, 175 

And fend about hym, quhill he haid * 

Off hys freynds a gret menyhe. 
And fyne to Scone in by raid he. 
And was maid king but langer let. 
And in the kings ftole wer fet ; 180 

As 

Ver. 175, According to Joceliiiy in his Life of St. Ken- 
tegern, the old name of Glafgow was Catbures, In the 
ijune produ6l:ion are feveral curious anecdotes concerning 
tills city. The ftory of the queen of Strath-Clyde*8 ring, 
and the falmon, which make part of the arms of Glafgow, 
fliews that even heraldry is indebted to the Lives of Sainte^ 
the chief erudition of the middle ages. 

Ver. I So* The famous done was fent into England by 
Edward I. fo that the king's Jiool here implies a regal chair. 
The Irifh churchmen, old fathers of our hiftory, (as all our 
prielU came from lona^ or Icolmkill) fabled that this ftone 

came 
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As in that tyme wis the maner. 

Bot off thair noble gret affer, 

Thair feruice, na thair roalte, 

Yc fall her na thing now for me ; 

£)^ane that he off the barnage 185 

That thyddir com^ tok homage : 

And fyne went our all the land, 

Frends, and frcndfehip purchefand, 

To maynteyin that he had begunyn. 

He wyft, or all the land war wcH&iyn, 196 

He fuld find full hard barganyng 

With hym that wis off Ingland King : 

For thair wis nanc off lyff fa fell, 

Sa pantener, na fa cruelL 

Z $ 

And quhen to Eduuard King was tauld, 195 

How at the Brwyse, that wis fa bauld. 
Had broucht the Cumyn till ending, 
And how he fyne had maid hym King, 
Owt off hys wyt he went weill ner \ 
And callyt till hyrn^ Schyr Amer 200 

The 
came from Ireland. Bot I find no trace of fuch a praftice 
in Ireland 5 while in Sweden, Denmark, Norway, all tht 
old kings were placed on a done, in the midft of a plain, 
and crowned in view of the people. Such ftones were called 
Moraften, See Olaus Magnus, Loccenius, Mallet, &c. &c. 

Robert the Great (if ever king deferred that title) was 
crowned ^^ March 1 306 . 

Ver. aoo. Aymer de Vallange, Earl of Pembroke. The 
reader muft not be furprized at this period to find noble* 
more frequently defigned by their names than by their ti- 
tles. Titles had only become hereditary in the eleventh 

century. 
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The Wall ANG,. that wa« wyfe and wjcht, 
And off hys hand a worthy knychi. 
And bad hym men of anny« ta^ 
And in hy till^ Scotland ga, 
Aod byrn, and flay, and r^Ue drggoUn ; a05 

And hycht all Fyfi in waryfoun«, 
Till hym that mycht othir ta or fla 
RoB£RT the Bi^wYSE, that Wji$ hi$ fk< 
Schyr AMER.did as be hym bad» 
\ Gret chewalry with hym he badj 210 

With hym was Philip the Mowbray, 
And Ingram the Umfraw£Ll perfay. 
That was bath wyfe and awerty, 
And full of gret chewalry ; 

And off Scotland the maift party 215 

Thai had intill thair cumpany. 
For yheit then meklU off the land 
.Was intill Ingtifmenys hand. 
Till Perth then went thai in a rout^ 
That then was wallyt all about 220 

With 

century. The firft Earb were mcrrfy (hcriffs of counties i 
and the popular mouth was not yet accuftomed to the in-* 
novation. 

Ver. 205. I know not the meaning of dragoun : the edi- 
tions fytm rightly to read dungeoun^ that is, keeps or forts to 
bridle the rebels. 

Ver. III. Of the Moubrays, a Norman race, there wer« 
powerful families both in England and Scotland. The 
-name is IHII common in the later country. 

Ver, a I a. Inghiram de Umfraville. 

Ver. 219. A town noted in the old annals of war^ and 

now 
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With fcife tQwrSy rycht hy battulyi^ 

To defend gyff it wcr siffaylit. 

Tbairin dwdlyt S^hyr Amsry^ 

With ^11 hys gret chewalry '» 

The King Robrht wyft h4 W^r thair, 2t| 

And quhat kyn pbyftanys with him war, 

And ftffemblyt all hy$ mengye i . [ ' ■ 

He had fcyle off full gret bownte, 

Pot thair fayis wer ma?th»n thai, u^ 

Be fifteen hundred, as | Va hard fay. a ja. -^^ 

The quhere he had thair, at ihat ned» 

Full feill thaf «^r douchty pf dcid ; 

And barownys that war bauld a^ bar» 

T^'yia Erles alfiyi with hym war, 

Off Lekyvax and Athplju war that; ^35 -^'^Y'"'/^ 

Eduuarq the Bhwvse was thair al6, 

THQMAa' 
now for the arts of pe^oe. It feemft to have been the l%3d« 
rra pf the Romjms, accQr4iiig t9 Ptol^my't jiiap, Jt if 
needlefs to inform the reader, that the Bertha of He6Var 
Boyce never exifted, but in that forger's brain. If Mr, 
Pennant had feeft Innes's ElTay, or at all known the charac- 
ter of He^lor, he would not have ftained his amiabk pagei^ 
with many an error fipm that fabuliil. 

\ Ver . 2 3 5—240. Thefe heroic friends of Bruce are Malcom, 
fifth Earl of L^nyvax, or Lennpx, now part of Dunbarton* 
ftiire. John of Strathbogie, tenth Earl of Athol, a country 
noted as a grand divifion of Scotland from early times ; 
(Defer* Albania apudlnnes), Edward the king's brother, 
Thomas Randel, afterward Earl of Moray, Hew Hay, 
brother of Gilbert Hay, of Enol 5 a family palpably of 

Norman extract, de la Haye, * of the hedge,' in fpite of 
Boyce'8 fables concerning it, and Douglas, Such families 

ftand 
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Thomas Ran^ell, and Hew de le Hay, 
And Schyr Dauid the Bbrclay, 
0.pi¥kesale, SuMMiijtwiLE, and Ikchmertyi^ ; 
I AMES of DowGLAS thaif wis fyne, 240 

Xhftt yheyet than wis bot litill of mycht : 
And othir /ele folk forfye in fycht, 
Bot I cannot tell quhat thai hycht. 
Thoucht thai war quheyn thai war worthy, 
And full of gret chewalry, 245 

A|id in batailly in gud aray, 
Bef(»r Saint Ihonyjloun com thai, 
And bad Schyr Amery ifch to fycht j 
And he, that in the mekill mycht 
Traiftyt off thaim that wis hym by, 250 

Bad hys men arme thaim haftily. 
Bot Schyr Ingram the Umfrawili, 
Thoucht it war all to gret perill 
In playne bataill to thaim to ga^ 
Or quhill thai war arrayit fa. 25$ 

And till Schyr Amer (aid he, 
* Schyr, gifF that ye will trow to me, 

< Ye fall not ifche thaim till afTaile, 

< Till thai ar purwayt in bataill j 

ftand in no need of fi£lions to adorn them. David Barclay, 
of Cairns in Fife. Alexander Frefal, (or Frafer in modem 
fpelling,) brother of Simon Frafer, of Oliver-caftle, Wal- 
ter de Somerville, of Linton and Carnwath. David of 
Inchmartin. James Baron Douglas. See Ann. ofScotl, II. 2. 
Ver. 247. Saint John's town is well known to be ano- 
ther name for Perth. 

« For 
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* For thair ledar is wycht and wyfe^ 260 
^ And off hys hand a noble knycht is | 

< And he has in hys cumpany 
^ Mony a gud man, and worthy, 

* That fall be hard for till affay, 

'5 Till thai ar in fa gud aray. 265 

^ For it fuld be full mekill mychty 

* That now fuld put thaim to the flycht : 

* For quhen folk ar weill arayit^ 

^ And for the bataill weill purwait, 

* With this that thai all gud men be, 27a 
' Thai (all fer mar be awife, 

' And Weill mar for to dreid, than thai 
' War fet fum dele out ofF aray, 

* Thairfor ye mayfe fay thaim till 

* That thai may this nycht, and thai will, 275 

* Gang berbery thaim, and flep and reft; 
^ And at to morn but langar left 

* Ye fall ifch furth to the bataill, 

* And fecht with thaim, but gyfF thai feile, 

' Sa till thair berbery went fall thai, 180 

* And fum fall went to the forray, 

f And thai that duellis at the logyng, 

* Sen thai cum owt off trewelling, 

* Sail in fchort tyme unarm yt be. 

* Then on owr beft manei- may we, ^185 

* With all owr fayr chewalry, 

* Ryd towart thaim rycht hardyly 5 

* And thai that wenys to reft all nycht 

* Quhen thai fc us arayit to fycht, 

< CumanJ 
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^ Gumand on thaim fa fudanly, 296 

* Thai fall aifliriyit grctumly. 

* And or thai cumyn In bataiil be, 

* We fall fpeid U9 fw^at that we 

* Sail be all redy till apmbill. 

? Sum man for eryneft will trymbillj SS ^g^ 

* Quhen he aflayit is fadanly, 

' That with awifement is douchty/ 

As he awyfit now have thai done ; 
*Aaid till thaim utouth fend thai fone, 
And bad thaim berbery thaim that nycht, 306 
And on the morn cum to the fycht. 
Quhen thai faw thai mycht no mar, 
Towart'-Af^;j;^ then gan thai far; 
Artd in the woud thaim logyt thai : 
The thrid pert went to the forray ; 305 

And the lave fone unarmyt war, 
And fkalyt to loge thaim her and ther» 

'- Schyr Amer then, but mar abaid. 

With air the folk he with him haid, 

Ifchyt in forcely to the fycht, 310 

And raid intill a randoun rycht, 

Vf r. 304. Meffayn, the vulgar pronunciation of Metb^en* 
The thy fo familiar to the Goths> Saxons, Icelanders^ 
Greeks, as to form but one letter, is apt to be corrupted by 
fome nations into d^ But the Ruffians corrupt it to fy fay- 
ing Feodor for Tbeodor'y as the Englifli change ^i& to f, irr 
laughs Methven is a village between Tibber-nioor and Al-i 
mond-river, not far from Perth, on the north*wcft. 

The 
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The ftrawcht w?y towart Miffem 

The King, that wis unarmyt thcn> 

Saw thaim cam iwa enforcciy) 

Then till hys men gan hely cry, ji j 

*' Till armys fwytb, and maky» you yar! 

•* Her at our hand our feyis ar V* 

And thai did fwa in full gr^t hy ; 

And on thair horfc lap haftily. 

The King difplayit hys baner, 32^ 

Quhdn that hys folk affemblyt wer, 

And faid, ^^ Lordings, now may ye fe 

'* T^at yone folk all, throw futeltc^ 

*' Schapis thaim to do with flycht, 

" That at thai drcdc to do with mycht* 325 

** Now I perfawe he that will trow 

" His fe, it fall hym fum tyme row* 

•* And noucht for thj4 thoucht thai be fele, 

^ God may rycht Weill oar werds dele ; 

Ver. 320. The banner of Scotland, as maybe fuppofed \ 
the lion wiA a treflure of fpear-heads, facetiotifly called 
fieurs delis, tho' ufed by WiltiMi the Lion^ A.D. Ii6j, 
as appears from his f^al, vvhile tbe^«r d* lis is only 
known in the time of Philip the Hardy, king of France, 
A.D. 1270, indwas taken from the gold coins of Flo- 
rence, with that flower ; in imitation ofwliich^rw/ were 
coined in France, after a long cdHalion of goki coinage. 
See Le Blanc, Monnoyrs de Frawciy &c. It appears, fr«m Sir 
George Mackenzie's book on heraldry, that Bruce's own arm* 
wei*e an Orle, fo called from Orula, * a little border f and is 
a treffure within a Ihield, the field appearing in the middle. 

Ver. 322. This fpeech is not devoid ©# foldicrly cU- 
quence* 

«For 
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« For multitud mayfe na viAory; 336 

« As men has red in mohy ftory, 

« That few folk has oft wencufyt ma. 

« Trow wc that wc fall do rycht fua. 

« Ye are ilkan wycht and worthy, 

« And full of gret chewalry ; 335 

« And wate rycht weill quhat honour is* 

«' Wyrk yhe then apon fwylk wyfe, 

^^Thdt your honour be fawyt ay. 

« And a thing will I to you fay, 

«« That he that dels for hys cuntre 340 

^ Sail herbryit intill hewyn be." 

* Quhen this wis faid thai faw cumand 

Thair fayis ridand, ner at the hand, 

Arayit rycht awifely, 

Willfull to do chewalry. 34S 

On aythir fyd thus war thai yhar, 

And till affemble all redy war. 

Thai ftrawcht thair fpers, on aythir fyd, 

And fwa ruydly gan famyn ryd. 

That fpers at fo frufchyt war, 350 

And feyle men dede, and woundyt far, 

The blud owt at thair byrnys breft. 

For the beft, and the worthieft, 

That wilfuU war to wyn honour, 

Plungyt in the ftalwart ftour, 35$ 

And routs ruyd about thaim dang. 

Men mycht haiff feyn into that thrang 

Knychts 



Digitized by 



Google 



Knychts that wycht and hardy war, 

Undyr horfe feyt de^ulyf thair; '^£k. 

Sum wound)^ and fum alLded, 360 

The grefe woux off the blud all rede# 

And thai that held on horfe in hy 

Sivappyt owt fwerds ftundyly ; 

And fwa fell ftrakys gave* and tuk. 

That all the reuk about thaim quouk* 365 

The Bruyse's fidk fiiU hardcly 

Schawyt thair gret chewalry : * 

And he hymfelff, atour the lave, 

Sa hard and fa hewy dims gave, %y 

That quhar he come thai maid h)rm way. 370 

Hys folk thaim put in hard aflay. 

To ftynt thair faismekill mycht, 

That then fo feyr had off the fycht. 

That thai wan feild ay mar and mar : 

The Kings fmall folk ner wencufjrt ar. 375 

And quhen the King hys folk has fene 

Begyn to faile, for proper tene, 

Hys aflenyhe gan he cry, 

Artd in the ftour fa hardyly 

Ver. 378. The tnjenfte^ or ajfenyie. Is the word of war. 
It was generally the name of the leader, as A Bruce I A 
Bruce ! Douglas ! Sec, Sometimes that of the chiefs refi- 
dence, or of a noted viftory gained by his anceftors. The 
grand word of France, when the oriflammey or royal ban- 
ner, was difplayed, was Saint Dennis ! of England, Saint 
George ! I know not if Saint Andrew was ever ufed in 
Scotland. 

Vol.1. E He 
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He rufchyt, that all the icmbk fchuk : • jSor 

He all till -kewyt that he ourtuk ; . 

And dang on thainx qohiU be mycht drey. 

And till hys folk he cryt hey, 

^ On thaim ! Oa tfaaim ! Thai febk h& ! 

'* This bargane nevir may langar laft !" 385 

And with that word Ik willfully 

Hedang on,.aiul £1 bardely, 

That quha had fenc hym in that fycht 

Suld hald hym for a doachty knycht. 

Bot thoucht he wis ftoul and. hardy, 39(11 

And othy^als ofF^yst:cimpany; " - 

Thair mycht na wdrfchip thajt awailye^ 

For thair fmall folk begotsth to failye. 

And fled all fkalyt her and thar. 

Bot the gude at cnchaufyt war, 395 

Off ire a^e^ and held the (lour 

To conquyr thaim endles honour. 

And quhen Schyr Amek has fene 
The fmall folk fle all bedene ; 
And fa few abid to fycht} 40O 

He releyt to hym mony a knycht. 
And in the ftour fa hardyly, 
He rufchyt with hys chewalry, 

Ver. 384. The king, as* appears from the fequcly oirly 
ufes thefe words to encourage his men, for the foe was iir 
from drooping. 

That 
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That he rufchyt his fayis ilkane. 

Schyr Thomas Randell thair wis tane, 405 

That then wis a young bach<sler ; 

And Schyr Alexanoir Fraseyr ; 

An4 Schyr David the Breklay, 

Inchmertyne, and Hew de le Hay, 

And SoMiRWEiL, and othyr mas 410 

And the Kinq hymfelfF Jfua, 

Was fet untill full hard aflay, 

Throw Schyr Philip the Mowbray^ 

That raid till hym full hardyly. 

And hynt hys rcingye, and fyne gane cry, 41 J 

« Help ! help ! I have the new maid King !" 

With that come gyirfand, in a lyng, 

Crystall of Se^ytoun, quhen he fwa 

Saw the King fefyt with hys fa, 

And to Philip fic xput he rauoht, 420 

That thocht he wis off mekill ouucht. 

He gert hym galay difyly. 

And haid till er4 gaue ^lyly. 

Ne war he hynt hym by hys ffed 

Then off hys h^nd the trydiU yhed j 425 

Ver. 405. Randel, to fecure his life, * turned EngJifti- 
tnan/ as the phrafe of the times was ; that is, he for a time 
^Qceid»d to the EpgUAi intereft. Bt^ he £oon after ri^tumed 
tf) hU dwty, as the fequel will ihew, 

•Tm*. 41 S. Chrtftopher Seton, of Seton, anceftor of the 
Duke of Gordon, Earl of Winton, £arl of Dunkmtiin, and 
Vicount Kindlon, Awmaks !!• %» 

E 2 And 
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And the King hys effenye gan cry, 

Releyt hys men that war hym by, 

That war fa few that thai na mycht 

Endur the forfe mar off the fycht. 

Thai prikyt then out off the prefe j 430 

And the King that angry was, 

For he hys men faw fle hym fra. 

Said thenj^" Lordings, fen it is fwa 

" That wre runnys again us her, 

** Gud is we pafs off ther daunger, 435 

Till God us fend eftfo'iy^s grace ; 
** And yeyt man fa lL giff thai will chace, 
** Quyt thaim cjombat f^i pi dele we fall." 
To this word thai aflentyt all. 
And fra thaim walopyt owyr mar 5 44O 

^^ Thair fayis alfua wery war, 
^ That off thaim all thai' chafeyt nane : 
Bot with prifoners, that thai had tane, 
Rycht to the towne thai held thair way, 
Rycht glaid and joyful! off thair pray, 445 

That nycht thai lay all in the toun, 
Ther was nane off fa gret renoun, 

Vcr. 416. The king's prefcnce of mind and courage are 
here very confpicuous. Inftead of concealing himfelf, or 
defponding, he proclaims who he is $ and endeavours to rally 
and prote6l his fcattered band^^ 

Vcr. 4.34., Editions read ovWrj perhaps ure* 

4^9 .-^^^^ ^'^ Na 
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Na yeit & hardy off thaim all. 

That durft hcrbery. without the wall. 

Sa dred thai far the gayne cumyng 450 

Off Schyr Robbrt, the douchty King. 

And to the King off Ingland fone. 

Thai wrate haly as thai haid done ; 

And he wis blyth off that tything. 

And for difpyte bad draw and hing 455 

All the prifoners, thoucht thai war ma. 

Bot Schyr Amer did not fwa ; 

To fum bath land and lyff gaiff he, 

To leve the BRwysE^fewte, >i -^ 

And ierve the Kjng off Ingland^ 460 

And off hym for to hald the land : 

And werray the Brwyse as thair fa. 

Thomas Ra;^dell was ane off tha, 

That for hys lyff become thair man. 

Off othyrs, that war takyn than, 465 

Sum thai ranfowmyt, fum thai flew, f^ ^^' ^' 

And fum thai hangyt, and fum thai drew. 

In this maner Robert was 
The Brwyse, that mekill murning mayfe 
For hys men that war flayne and tane. 470 

And he was als fa will off wane. 
That he trowyt in nane fekyrly, 
Owtane thaim off hys cumpany ; 

. Ver. 463. Randely as after feen, became very faithful to 
his new friends^ to whom. gratitude attached him. 

E 3 That 
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That war fa few that thaJ myeht be .7 

Five hander ner off aH mengye. 47^ 

Hy5 brodyr alwayis was hym by, 

Schyr Eduuard, that was fa hardy; 

And with hym was a bauld baroun, 

Schyr Wilyam the Boroundoun j 

The Erle of Athole als was thair. 4^^ 

Bot ay fyn thai difcomfyt war, 

t> 1 The Erle off the hE^Ej/fAX wis away. 
And was put to full hard affay, 
Or he met with the Kino agayn : 
Bot allways, as a man of mayn, 485 

/fj He maynteinyt him full manlMKy. 
The King had in hys cumpany 
James alfua of Do wgl as. 
That wycht, wyfe, and^<ra;y was ; 
Schyr Gilbert de le Hay alfua; 490 

Schyr Nele Cambell, and othyrs ma. 
That I thair namys can not fay. 
As utelauys went mony day ; 

Ver. 479. This name of Bonindon does not, I believe, 
occur in any other monnments of our hiftory, Perha|»8 kc 
was a foreigner, a Fleming. 

Ver. 491. Nid Campbell, predeceiTor of the noble Koule 
of Argyle. This name, Niel, is latinized Nigelbu by the 
barbai'ous writers of. the time ; but is really the Scandina- 
vian Nial^ which pafted to Ireland and Scotland with the 
Danes. The great houfe of Campbell is of Norman ex- 
*tni6l : and the highland fenachies, fo utterly -fabulous in 
molt other genealogies, allow this. 

* - ^y- - r Dreand 
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Dreand in the Jkt^ml^ thair w<ync ; 

Eyte flefch, and drank water fync. 49 j 

He durft not to the planys ga. 

For all the cummownys went hym fra ; 

That for thair lifF war full fayn 

To pafs to the Irt^lis pes agayn : 

Sa fayrs ay curnmounly ; 50O 

In cummownys may nane afFy : 

Bat he that may thair wai;|i4nd be, 

Sa fur thai then with hym, for hq 

Thaim fra thair iais mycht nocht waq^nd : 

Thai turnyt to the tothyr hand* , 505 

Bot threldome, that men gert thaim fcle, 

Gert thaim ay yarne that he fur wele. 

Thus in the hyllis levyt he. 
Till the maift pert off hys menye 
Wer rewyn, and rent, na fchoyne thai had, 510 
Bot as thai thaim off hydys mad. 

Ver. 494. Editions read. 

Dreeing in the mount^ns payne. 
The Month, or Mountb, is a term in our old writers for two 
great chains of mountains ; one in Caithnefs, Mons Mound 
di<vidtt Catbanefiam per medium : Defer. Albaoise, apud 
Innes, fcript. cir. 11 80: the other the famous Grampian 
chain, reaching from the topof Lochlomond into Aberdeen- 
ihire. The later is here meant; the Month is the Mons 
Grampius of Tzcitu^, The name Ceems {rom Gram, Ice- 
landic, * a warrior f hence all wariike works are called 
Grams Dikes, from that twenty miles north of I«ondon, 
even to the nordi of Scotland. 

E 4 Thairfor 
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Thairfor thai went till Abyr/kyntj 

QuhairNELE the B&wysb come,and theQuEVi^, 

And othyr ladyis fayr, and farand, 

Ilkane for luiF off tbair hufband ; 515 

That for leyle lufF, and loawte, 

Wald pertenerys off thair paynys be. 

Thai chefyt tyttar with thaim to ta 

Angyr, and payn ; na be thaim fra» 

For luff is off fa mekill mycht^ 5 20 

That it all paynys maks licht. 

And mony tyme mafe tender wychty 

Of fwilk flrenthtes, and (wiik mycht,^ 

That thai may mekill paynys endur, 

And forfakis nane auentur . 525 

That ei^ may £dl, withthy that thai 

Thairthrow fuccur thair luffys may. 

Men redys when Thebes wis tane, 
And King Aristas men war (lane, 

Ver. 512. Aberdeen) the Di*vana of Ptolemy^ the Apur- 
/iSnr of Icelandic writers. Scotiih names in i^^^. are ridi- 
culoufly fuppofed Welch 5 but they abound in Germany, 
•and there is an Aberden in the duchy of Bremen, Aberburg 
in Livonia, &c. &c. The word Aber, or Ober, in German, 
implies over^ beyond^ upon. See Wachter, 

Ver. 513. Niel de Bruce, fecond brother to the King. 
The Queen fo known for her misfortunes was Elizabeth, 
daughter of Aymer de Burgh, Earl of Ulfter, fecond wife of 
King Robert. His firft was Ifabella, daughter of Donald, 
Earl of Mar. Annals. — King Robert at this time was aged 
.thirty-two, bemg bom 11 July 1274. 

Ver. 528. See this ftory in the laft book of the Thebais of 
•Statius. 

That 
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That the women ofF hys cuntre 

Come for to fech hym hame agayne, 

Quhen thai hard all hys folk was flayne. 

Quhar the King Campaneus, 

Throw the help of Menesteus, 535 

That com^ per cafe rydand tbarby, 

With three hunder in cumpany, 

That throw the King's prayer aflailyt, 

That yeit to tak the toune had failyeit. 

Then war the.wiffys thyrland the wall 540 

With pikks, quhar the al&ilycrs all 

Entryt, and dyftroyit the tour. 

And flew the peipill but retour. ^ 

Syn quhen the Duk hjrs way wis gayne ; 

And all the Kings men war flayne j 545 

The wifFs had him till hys cuntre, 

Quhar was na man leifFand hot he. 

In women mekill cumfort lyis 5 
And gi;et folace on mony wife. 
Sa fell yt her for thair cumyng 55© 

Reiofyt rycht gretumly the King ; 
The quheyr ilk nycht hymfel wys wouk. 
And hys reft upon dayifl toul^. 

A gud quhile ther he foiournyt then, 
■ And efyt wondir weill hys men ; 555 

Till that the Inglh men herd fay 
That he thair with hys mengye lay, 
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All at cfe. And fykerly 

Aflcmblyt thai thair oft in hy ; 

And ther him trowit to furprifc. 560 

Bot he, that in hys deid wis wyfc, 

Wyft thai afTemblyt war, and quhar ; 

Alii wyft that thai fa mony war, 

That he mycht not agayne thaim fycht, 

Hys men on hy he gert be dycht, 565 

And bulkyt, off the tounc to ryd : 

The ladyis raid rycht by hys fyd. 

Than to the hill thai raid thar way, 

Quhar gret defeut of mete had thai. 

Bot worthy James off Dowglas, 570 

Ay trewailland and bcfy was. 

For to purches the ladyis mete ; 

And it on mony wife wald get. 

For quhile he venefoun thaim brocht : 

And with hys hands quhilcs he wrocht 575 

Gynnys, to tak gedds and falmonys, 

Trowts, elys, and als menownys. 

And quhill thai went to the forray ; 

And fwa thair purchef3nng maid thai : 

Ilk man treweillyt for to get 580 

And pourcheis thaim that thai mycht ete. 

Bot off all that evir thai war, 

Thar wis not ane amang thaim thar, 

Ver. 576. Gedds f a fmall fifti rather larger than minnons 5 
tljISy eels ; tneno^nysy a fmall frefh-water fifti| called in 
Scotland minnons^ in England menons* 

That 
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That to the Ladyis profyt was 

Mar than Jamys ofFDowcLAs. 585 

And the King oft cumfort was, 

Throw hys wyt, and hys befynes. 

On this maner thaim gouernyt thai 

Till thai come to the bed of Tay. 



THE END OF BUKE II. 
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I ARGUMENT, 

i 

* T^e King cumyng be Loch Toy to Lorn^ the Lord of 

* Lorn, nevew of Cumpn, ajfembles the men of 

• Lorn and Jlrgyle to ajfail him. — The King 
reirwits — b^et kills thritfaes qyhfi attack him. 
T^fUace his-mtn, he tells the JloriA of Rome and 
Hannibal, — The Erie of Athole gangs with 
the ^ene audLaddu U Kildrumy. •— The King 

fayls ouir Loch Lomond -^meits his frend the 
Erie of LEVEii AX — fayls be the He of Bute to 
Kintyrcj and it weilrecevit be An<5Us of Ilay — 
froceids to the He of Rachrin^ quhar he remanes 
bale wyntir. 
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B R U C E. 

B U K E III. 

HE Lord of Lorn wenyt tharby, 
That WIS capitale ennymy t^a% 

To the King, for hys Emj/s fak, ti^^ ^^ 

loHN CoMYN.' And thooit for to tak 
Wengeance, upon cruell maner, S 

Quhen he the King wyft wis fa nen 

Ver. I. « Alexander of Argyle, Lord of Lorn, had mar- 
ried the aurtt of Corny n,' fays Sir D. Dalrymple, ArmaU^ !!• 
6. for this Foxdun^ XII. s. is quoted. But I cannot find 
the pafTage \ and it is ekar from Barbour^ that Alexander, 
Lord of Argyle, was the father of John, Lord of Lorn, here 
mentioned. See Book Xf Thefe Lords of Argyle, Lorn, yrl'Z'3 .190 . 
Rofs, and the lies, were all Norwegians, as are the chief 
families in thefe countries at this day : nor can they be re« 
garded as really fubje6i to Scotland, till the fixteenth century* 
Rymer, in his Foedera, VIII. 415, 527, has publifhed an 
alliance between Henry IV. and the Lord of the lies, 1408. 
The great Mac Oonalds were of direft Norwegian racej 
and the Mac is by no means a mark of the contraiy, being 
an ufual abhfeviation among their fubje^ls for fin of\ and 
dox&tful if not from the Norwegian Me^gd^ fi&is *veljilku 
Our Macbeth is calkd Mc^betb by IcelaiKUc writers. 

He 
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He afflembl)rt hys men in hjr, 

And had intill hys cumpany / 

The barownys ofF Argyle alfua ; 

Thai war a thoufand weill or ma : lo 

And come for to fupprife the King, * 

That Weill wis war off thair cumyng. 

Bot all to few with him he had, 

The quheyir he bauldly thaim abaid ; 

And Weill oft, at thair fryft metyng, 15 

War layd at erd, but recoveryng : 

The Kings folk full weill thaim bar. 

And flew, and fellyt, and woundyt far. 

Bot the folk off the tothyr party 

Fawcht with axys fa fellyly, 20 

For thai on fute war evir ilk ane. 

That that feile off the horfs has flayne j 

And till fum gaiff thai wounds wid. 

James off Dowglas was hurt that tyd j 

And als Schyr Gilbert de le Hay, 25 

The KiNG^)^ men faw in affray, 

And hys enfcftye can he cry ; 

And amang thaim rycht hardyly . 

He raid, that he thaim rufchyt all, 

And fele of thaim thar gert he fall. 30 

Bot quhen he faw thai war fa feill. 

And faw thaim fwa gret dynts deill, 

Ver. 20, The pol-ax, an old Norwegian weapon. See 
Bartholin, &c. The Lochaber ax is the lang-bard ufed in 
war^ as the bal-bard in the halls 0/ princes. 

He 
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He drcd to tyne hys folk, for thy 

Hys men till hym he gan rely, 

And laid, « Lordyngs, foly it war 35 

* Tyll us for till affembill mar, 

* For thai fele off our horfi< has flayn ; 
' And gyfFye fecht with thaim agayn 

* We fall tyne off our fmall mengye, 

* And ourfelffs fall in perill be. 40 
^ Tharfor me thynk maift awenand 

^To withdraw us, us defendand, 

* Till we come out off thair danger, 

* For our ftrenth at our hand is ner/ 

Than thai withdrew thaim halely; • ^^ 

Bot that wis not full cowartly. 
For famyn intill a fop held thai. 
And the King him abandonyt ay 
To defend behind hys mengye. 
And throw hys worfchip fa wrouch/he, 50 

That he relkewyt all the flears, ' 
And ftyntyt fwa-gat the chaflars. 
That nane durft owt off bataill chafif 
For alwayis at thair hand he was* I 
5a weile defendyt he hys men, ^- 

That quhafaevir had feyne hym then 
Prowe fa worthely waffelage. 
And turn fa oft fythis the wifage, 
He fuld fay he awcht Weill to be 
A King of a gret rowafte. g^ 

^^^•^- F Quhen 
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Quhen that the Lord of Lorn faw 
Hys men ftand oiF hym ane fik aw, 
That thai durft not folow the chaftf ^ 
Rycht angry in hys hart he was ; 
And for wondyr that he fuld fwa . 65 

Stot thaim, hym ane but ma. 
He faid, « Methink, Marthokys fon, 
" ■p.ycht as Golmakmorn was wonc 
^ To haiff fra hym all hys mengye : 
« Rycht fwa all hys fra us has he." 70 



He fet enfample thus mydlikc, 
The quheyir he mycht, mar manerlik, 



Lyknyt 



Ver. 67. This curious paffagc in the edition of Glafgow,^ 
S737, i2mo, p. 35, ftands thus : 

He faid, Methink Martheokes fon. 
Right as Gowmakraorn was won 
To have from Fyngal his menzie ; 
Riglit fb from us all his hes he. 
It appears to me that the tranfcriber of this MS. not knowing 
fyngal, has by miftake put bym all', for the paiTage is not 
fenfe as it Hands in the text. Martheokes fon feems the 
perfon to whom Lorn fpeaks. .Gol Mak Morn is Gaul 
fon of Morni, fo famous in Iriih tradition. 

The palfage alfo (lands as in this note in the Edinburgh 
edition, 16 16, Svo, the earliefl: knowny and in all the others 
which the editor has feen. 

Ver. 7 1 . Barbour having no prophetic view of Oflian, and 
little fufpefting that Scotland would in the eighteenth cen- 
tury produce a Geoffrey of Monmouth, has here fpoken with 
great contempt of the comparifon ufed by Lorn. 
Mr. Pennavt^ Ifl, 14^ mentions, that a brotch which 

Bruce 
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Lyknyt hym to Gaudifer de Laryss, 

Quhen that the mychty Duk Betyss 

Aflailyeit in Gadyrrs the forrayours. 75 

And quhen the King thaim maid recours, 

Duk Betyss tuk on hym the flycht, 

That wald ne mar abid to fycht. ' H^\ C 

Bot gud Gaudifer the worthy 

Abandonyt hym fo worthyly, ' 80 

For hys reflcew all the fleiers, 

And for to ftonay the chaffers, 

'fhat ArexANDER to erth he bar 5 

And alfua did he Tholimar, 

And gud CoNEUS alfua, 85 

Dankline alfua, and othyr ma. 

Bot at the laft thar flayne he wis : 

In that failyeit the liklyneSr 

For the King, full chewalrufly, 
Defendyt all hys cumpany, ^O" 

And wis fet in full gret danger ; 
And yeit efchapyt haile and fer. 

For twa broythir/ wer in that land. 
That war the hardieft off hand 

Bruce loft on this occaiion was long preferved in the Mac 
Dougal family. A watch, faid to have belonged to Robert 
Bruce, is now in the King^s pofieflion* See an account of 
it in the Archaeologia. From the beft authority, that of a 
Pirofeffor in the Univerfity of Glafgow, the public is informed 
that this watch was made by a pedlar and engraver of Glaf- 
gowj about fifteen years ago. 

Fz That 
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That war irUiU all that duntre : 9^ 

And thai hav fworn, iff thai mycht fe 

The Brwyse, quhar thai mycht hym ourta, 

That thai fuld dey, or then hym (la. 

Thair furname was Makyne Drojfer ; 

That is alfo mekill to fay her JOO 

As the Durwarthfinnys perTay. 

Qff thair cowyne the thrid had thai ;^ 

That wis rycht ftout, ill, ^nd feloun. ^ 

Quhen thai the King of gret renoun 

Saw fua behind hys mengie rid, Jp5 

And faw hym torne (a mony tid. 

Thai abaid till that he was 

Entryt in ane narrow place, 

Betwyx a louch fyd and a bra ; 

That wis fa ftra^, I^nderta, ' 1^0 

That he mycht n'3' Weill turn hys fted. 

Than with a will till hym thai yedc 5 

And ane hym by the bridill hynt : 

Bot he raucht till hym fic a dynt, 

That arme and fchuldyr flaw hym fra. 1 1 5 

With that ane oythir gan hym ta 

By the lege, and hys hand gan fchute 

Betwix the fterap, and hys fute : 

And quhen the King feld thar hys hand, 

In hys fterapys ftvthly gan he ftand, . 120 

And ftrak with fpurs the ftcde in hy. 

And he lanfyt furth delyvirly. . 

Ver. 109. Loiuby the old Sjucon luh^ a lake. See Lye's 
Dia, Sax. Goth. Hence our /(7r^. 
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Sa that the tothyr failyeit fete, 

And not forthy his hand wis yeit 

Undyr the fterap, magre his% J25 

The thrid with full gret hy with this 

Rycht till the bra fyd he yeid. 

And ftert behynd hym on hys fted : 

The King wis then in full gret prefs, 

The quheythir he thocht as he that wes 130 

In all hys dedys awife. 

To doe ane owtrageoufs bounte. 

And fyne hym that behynd hym wafs. 

All magre hys will hjrm gan he rafs 

Fra behynd hym, thoch he had fworn, 1 35 

He laid hym ewyn hym beforn. 

Syne with the fuerd fik dynt hym gave. 

That he the heid till the harnys clave ; 

He roufchit doun off blud all rede, 

As he that ftound feld off dede. 14a 

And then the King in full gret hy, 

Strak at the toythir wigorufly. 

That he eftir hys fterap drew. 

That at the fyrft ftrak he hym flew. 

On this wifs hym delyverit he 14S 

Off all the felloun feyis thre^ 

Qhen 

Ver. 146. It muftljc remarked, that Batbour here makes 

Robert kill three men 5 other three, book v. j other three, 

book vii. ;/w, book vi. i fourteen, ibid. There is a ihocking 

improbability in thefc events : Alfred, and Henri ^atre, 

f J pever 
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Qhen thai ofF Lorne has fene the King 
Set in hymfeliFfagret helping. 
And defendyt hym fa manlely i 
^ Wis nane amang thaim fa hardy 159 

That durft aiTailye hym mar in fycht : 
Sa drcd thai for hjrs mekill mycht. 
There \^as a Baroun Maknauchtan, 
That in hys hart gret kep has tane 
To the Kings chewalry, 155 

And prefyt hym in hert gretly. 
And to the Lord oiT Lorne faid he, 

* Sekyrly now may ye fe 

* Betane the ftarkeft pundelayn, 

* That ewyr your lyfF tymc ye faw tane. i6^ 

* For yone knycht, throw hys douchty deid, 

* And throw hys outrageous manheid, 
« Has fellyt intill litill tyd 

fi it. •• /*. * Thre men of mekill/mycht and^rid : 
^^^ itiSS ' c And ftonayit all owr mengyc fa, 165 

' That eftir hym dar na man ga ; 

* And tournys fa mony tyme hys ftede, 

* That femys off us he had na dred.* 

never met with fuch. The repetition of three would be 
naufeous in a ronaance, in hiftory it is impoilible and falfe. 
If the reader looks on all thefe tales as fabulous, he has rea- 
fon on his fide. 

Vcr. .153, The Mac Naughtans were powerful in Cowal, 
Ver. 159, 160. Editions read, 

Betane the ftarkeft pondelayne 
That in your lifetime ye faw anc. 

Then 
ISO. weJ /nJ ^ x.0l ufiJ.p-/^ 
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Then gane the Lord of Lorne fay, 

« It femys it likts theperfay, 170 

*< That he flayis y on g at our mengye." 

i Sf:hyr/ faid he, * fa our Lord me fe ! 

* To fauf your prefence it not fwa, 

* Bot quhythir he be freynd or fa, 

* That wynnys pryfs off chewalry, 175 

* Men fuld fpek tharoff lelyly. 

* And fe):yrly, in all my tymc, 

* Ife hard nevir, in (ang na ryme, 

* Tell off a man that fwa fmertly 

* Efchewyt fwa gret chewalry.* 180 

Sic f^eking off the King thai maid : 
^d he eftyr hys mengye raid ; 
And intill iauft6 thaim leo^ 
Quhar he hys fayis na thing dred. 
And thai oS Lorne agayn ar gayn, 185 

Menand the fcaith that thai haiff tayn. 

The King that nycht hys wachis fet, 
And gert ordayne that thai mycht et ; 
And bad conford to thaim tak, 
And at thair mychts mcry mak. 190 

* For difconford,* as then faid he, 

* Is the werft thing that may be. 

* For throw mekill difconforting 

* Men fallis oft into difparyng. 

< And fra a man difparyt be, 195 

* Then trowly utterly wencufyt is he. 

F+ ' «And 



f/^' J/^fUJ^ u^i J/^. 
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* And fra the hart be difcumfyt, . 
^ The body is not worth a n^f. 

« Tharfor,' he faid, * atour all thing, 

* Kepys yow fra difparyng : 2C0 
« And thynk thouch we now harmys feic, 

* That God may yeit releve us wcill. 
« Men redys ofF mony men that war 

//<» ^ '"-^ * Fer hardar ftad then we yhet ar, 

* And fyne our Lord fic grace thatin lent, 205 
^ That thai come weill till thair intent. 

< For Rome quhiles fa hard was ftad, 

* Quhen Hanniball thaim wencufyt had, 

* That ofF ryngs with rich ftaynys, 

* That war ofF knychts fyngyrs taneys, 210 

* He fend thre bollis to Cartage. 

* And fyne to Rome tuk hys woage, 

* Thar to diftroye the cite all j 

* And thai within, bath gret and fmall, 

* Had fled, quhen thai faw hys cumyng, 215 
« Had not bene SciPio the king; 

« That o r tha i fled wald thaim hailFflayn, 

* And f wa ga t turnyt he thaim agayn. 

* Syne for to defend the cite, 

* Bath ferwands and threllis mad he fre j 220 
« And maid thaim knychts evir ilkane. 

* And fyne has ofF the templis tane 

Vcr. 220, A tbrell is a (lave. Tbral, fer^vus, Icelandic. 
It is a common term in that curious work IJlands LandnU" 
mabok, Hafn. 1774, 4to* 

*The 
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* The arm3rs, that thair eldrys bar, 



ii 



' In name of widory ofFerajrt thar. 

' Aad quhen thai armyt war, and dycht, 225 

* That ftalwart karlis war and wycht, 
^ And faw that thai war fre alfua, 

* Thaim thocht that thai had leuir ta 

* The dede, na lat the toune be tane, ' 

* And with comowne aflent, as ane, ^20 

* Thai ifchyt ofF the toune to fycht^ 

* Quhar Hanyball hys mekill mycht 
' Aganys thaim arayit was. 

* Bot, throw mycht of Godds grace^ 

* It ranyt fa hard, and hewyly, 2 o ^ 

* That thar wis nanc fa hardy 

« That durft into that place abid ; 

* Bot fped thaim intill hy,to rid : 

* The ta pairt to thair pa^yownys, -m 
y The tothyr pairt went/in the toune is. 240 

* The rayne thus lettyt the fechtyn : 

* Sa did it twifs thareftir fyne. 

* Quhen Haniball faw this ferly, 

* With all hys gret chewalry, 

* He left the toune, and held hys way; 24*5 

* And fyne wis put to file aflay, 

* Throw the power off that cite, 

< That hys lyfFand hys land tynt he. 

< Be thyr quhcyne, that fo worthily 

< Wane fie a king, and ia mychty, 250 



c 



Ye 
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* Ye may weill cnfampill fe^ i 

* That na man fuld difparyt be : 

* Na lat hjs hart be wencufyt all, 

* For na myfcheilF that euir may fall. 

' For nane wate, in how litill fpace, 255 

' That God umquhile will fend grace* 

* Had thai fled, and thair wayis gane, 

* Thair fayis fwith the toune had tane. 

* Tharfor men that werrayand war, ^ 

< Suld fet thair etlyng euir mar 260 

* To ftand agayne thair fayis mycht, 

* Umquhile with ftrenth, and quhile with flycht, 

* And ay thyiik to cum to purpos : 

« And gifF that thaim war fet in chofs, 

* To dey, or to leyfF cowartly, 265 

* Thai fuld evar dey chewalrufly/ 

Thus^at thaim cunfort the Kino j 
And, to cunfort thaim, gan in bryng 
Auld ftorys off men that war 
Set intill hard aflayis fer ; 27a 

And that fortoune cuntraryit fail, 
And come to purpofe at the laft. 
Tharfor he faid, that thai that wald 
Thair harts undifcumfyt hald 
Suld ay thynk ententely to bryng 275 

All thair enprefs to gud endyng. 
As quhile did Cesar die worthy, 
That traweillyt ay fe befyly, 



With 
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With all hys mycht, folowing to mak 

To end the purpofs that he wald tak ; 280 

That hym thocht he had doyne rycht nocht 

Ay quhill to do hym levyt.ocht : 

Fojpy gret things efchcwyt he, 

.Asjmen may in hys ftory fe. 

Men may fe be hys ythen will, 285 

And it fuld als accord to Ikill, 

That quha taifs purpos fekyrly. 

And foUowis it fyne ententily, 

Forowt fayntin, or yheit faynding, 

With-thy It be conabill thing, 290 

Bot he the mar be unhappy, 

He fall efchew it in party. 

And haiiF he lyfF, dayis weill mar fall, a^. 

That he fall efchew it all. 

For this fuld nane hafF difparing 295 

For till efchew a full gret thing : 

For giiF it fall he tharofF failye, 

The fawt may be in hys trawaile. z 

He prechyt thaim on this maner, 
And fenyeit to mak better cher, 300 

Than he had mattir to be fer : S^/^*^ 

For hys caufs yeid fra ill to wer. 
Thai war ay in la hard trawaill, 
Till the ladyis began to fayle, 

Ver. 281, 182. A tranflation of 

Nil adlum reputans, fi quid fupereiTet agendum* 

^^t\ . fayi^tiM^ ? That 
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That mycht the trawaill drey na mar, 305 

Sa did othyr/als'that thar war. 

The Erie Ihone wis ane ofF tha, 

Off Athole, that quhen he faw fua 

The KiiiG be difcumfyt tmky 

And fa feile folk agayne hrai ryfs ; 310 

And lyfF in fic trawaill and dout, 

Hys hart begane to faile all out. 

And to the King, apon. a day, 

He faid, « Gyff I durft to yow fay, 

« We lyff into fa mekill dreid, 3 1 5 

« And haffs oftfyfs off met fik ned, 

•* And is ay in fic trawaillihg, 

« Widx cauld, and hungir, and waking, 

•* That I am fad off myfclwyn fa, 

«« That I count not my liff a ftra. 320 

*^Thyr angrys may I ne mar drey, 

« For thoucht me tharfor worthit dey, 

** I mon foioume, quharcwyr it be, 

** Wepys me tharfor per cher3rte," 

The King faw that he fa wis ftiilyt, 325 

And that he ik wis for trawaillyt. 

He faid, " Schyr Erie, we fall fone fe, 

«* And ordayne how it beft may be. 

" Quharewyr ye be, owr Lord yow fend 

*^ Grace, fra your fayis yow to defend.'* 330 

With that in hy to hym callyt he 

Thaim, that till hym war maift priue : 

Then amang thaim thai thocht it beft 

And ordanyt for the liklycft, 

i0^^^^ t^. /^^^^/rrThat 
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That the Queyne, and the erle alfua^ 335 

And the ladyis, in hy fuld ga. 

With Nele the Bruyss, to Kildromy. 

yor thaim thocht thai mycht fekyrly 

Duell thar, quhill thai war wi£lailUt weill : 

For fwa ftalwart wer the caftell^ 34a 

That it with ftrenth war hard to get, 

Quhill that tharin wer men and mete. 

As thai ordanyt thai did in hy. 

The Queyne, and all hyr cumpany. 

Lap on thair horfs, and furth thai far. 345 

Men mycht baifffene, quha had bene thar, 

At Jeve takyng the ladyis gret^ 

And mak thair face with ters wet : 

And knychts, for thair lulls fak, • 

Bath fich, and wep, and murnyng mak: 350 

Thai kyflit thair lufFs, at thair partyng* 

The King umbethocht hym off a thing ; 

That he fra thynce on fute wald ga. 

And tak on fute bath weill and wa. 

And wald na horffmen with hym haiff j 355 

Tharfor hys Y^oxb all haile he gaiff 

Ver. 337. See a curious defcriptlon of Kildnimy-caftfc^ 
in Mr. Cordiner's valuable Antiquities and Santry of ibe 
North of Scotland, The ftyle of the building is of the twelfth 
or thirteenth century. It ftands about thirty miles weft of 
Aberdeen, in the country anciently called Mar^ and was the 
feat of the Earls of Mar. Ifabellay Robert's firft wife, was 
daughter of Donald, Earl of Mar : and Cbriftian, fifter of 
Robert, was mother of Regent Mar, (lain at Dupplin 1 332. 

To 
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To the ladyis, that myftir had. 

The Queyne furth on her way is rade. 

And fawfflycome to the caftell, 

Quhar hyr folk war refawyt weill ; 360 

And efyt weill with meyt and drynk. 

Box mycht nane eyfs let hyr to think 

On the King, that wis fa far ftad. 

That bot Twa Hundfr with him had. 

The quheyir thaim weill cumfortyt he ay : 365 

God help hym, thsLt all mychts may ! 

The Queyne duelt thus in Kildromy : 
And the King, and hys cumpany. 
That war twa hlindir, and na ma, 
Fra thai had fend thair horfs thaim fra, 370 

Wai)dryt emang the hey muntanys. 
Quhar he, and hys, oft thdyt paynys j 
For it wis. to the wintir ner ; 
And fa feile fayis about him wer. 
That all the cuntrc thaim werrayit 5 375 

Sa hard anoy thaim then aiTayit, 
Off hungir, cauld, with fchowrs fnell,. 
That nane that levys can weill it tell. 

The King faw how hys folk wis ftad, 
And quhat anoyis that thai had, 380 

And faw wyntir wis cumand ner. 
And that he mycht on na wyfs dcr 
In the hillys, the cauld lying, 
Na the lang nychts waking. 



;JJ»^.^t*^'- /-y^'^ 



He 



Digitized by 



Google 



: B u ic E III, ^9 

He thocht he to Kyntyr wald ga, 385 

And fe lang foiowrnyng thar ma, 

TiB wyntir weddyr war away : 

And then he thocht, but mar delay. 

Into the manland till arywe, 

And till the end hys werds dryw* 39O 

And for Kyntyr lyis in the fe, 

Schyr N£L£ Cambel befor fend he. 

For to get hym nawyn and meite ; 

And certane tyme till hym he fete, 

Quhen he fuld meite hym at the fe. 395 

Schyr Nele Cambel, with hys mengyc, 

Went hys way, bur mar letting. 

And left hys brothyr with. the King. 

And in twalf dayis fua trawaillyt he. 

That he gat fchyppyne gud plente, 400 

And widtalis in gret aboundance » 

Sa maid he nobill chewifance. 

For hys fib men wynnyt,thafby. 

That helpyt him full wilfully. 

The King, eftir that he vns gane, 405 

To Lowcblomond the way has tane, 
And come thar on the thrid day : . 
Bot thar about na bait fand thai. 
That mycht thtim our the watir ber^ 
Than war thai wa on gret maner* 41 Q 

for it wis fer about to ga ; 
And thai war into dout alfua, 

Ver, 385. Kintyre, the fguthern cherfone&of Argylr. 
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To mcyt thair fayis that fpred war wyd. 

Tharfor, endlang the louch fide, 

Sa befyly thai focht, and fail, 415 

Tyll Iamys of DowGLAs, at the laft, 

Fand a litill fonkyn bate, ^- 

And to the land h, drew ful hate, 

Bot it fa litill wis, that it 

Mycht our the wattir bot threfum flyt. 420 

Thai fend tharoff word to the King, 

That wis joyfull off that fynding j 

And fyrft into the bate is gane^ 

With hym Dowglas. The thred wis ane 

That rowyt thaim our deliverly, -425 

And fet thaim on the land all dry. 

And rowyt fa oft fyfs, to and fra, 

Fecband ay our twa, and twa. 

That in a nycht, and in a day, 

Cummyn owt our the louch ar thai. 430 

For fum of thaim gouth fwome full weill. 

And on hys back ber a fiurdele. 

Swa with fwymmyng, and with rowyng. 

Thai brocht thaim our, and all thair thing. 

The King, the quhiles, meryly 435 

Red to thaim, that war hym by, 
Romanys off worthi Ferambrace> 
That worthily o\u:cummyn was^ 

Throw 

Ver. 437. I know no Englifii romance of this name 5 but 
there is a French one, Le Roman de Fierabras le Geant. Ge- 
neve^ 1478^ fol. Cat. Bib. Reg, Gall. Tom. II. N"" 142- 

This 
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Throw the rycht douchty Oly WER, 

And how the Duk Peris wer 440 

Aflegyt intill Egrymor^ 

Quhar King Lav/yne lay thaitn befor, 

With niathoufands then I can fay. 

And hot elewyn within war thai. 

And a woman : ' that war fa ftad, 445 

That thai na mete tharwithin had, 

Bot as thai fra thair feyis wan. 

Yheyte fa contenyt thai thaim than. 

That thai the tour held manlil^ ^ 

Tyll that Rychard oS Normtndyy ic 450 

Magre his fayis, warnyt the King, 

That wis joyfull off this tything : 

For he wend thai had all bene flayne. 

Tharfor he turnyt in hy agayne, 

And wan Mantryhill^ and paffit Flagoty 455 

And fyne Lawyne, and all his flot, 

Difpitufly 

This romance has been modernized, and is ftill a popular 
book upon the Pont Neuf at Paris, A copy now lies before 
me, under the title of Conquefles du Grand Charlemagne^ Rot 
de France* A'vec Us faits heroiques des douxe Pairsy et du 
Grand Fierabrasy &c. A Troyes, xhe%JeanAnt. Gamier % 
no date, but printed about 1750, 8vo. pp. 175. 

The title of Fierabras, like that of ihany other romances, is 
improperly given : only fourteen chapters of feventy-feven 
relating to Fierabras. It is the ftory of the eleven Paladins 
and I^lorippay imprifoned in the tower of Aigremont, by 
Baland (here called Lawyne) king of the Saracens. The 
ftory perfectly agrees with Barbour's account 5 only, ver.44o> 
for Duk Peris f we fliould read, Duks of Paris, 

Ver. 455. An old Scotifti Tale called the Brig of th§ 
G Mantrih'il^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



82 TMEBRUCt. 

Difpitufly difcumfyt he : 

And deleuiryt hys men all fre. 

And wan the naylisy zndjtic fpefy 

And the crown^ that Ihuj^ couth ber ; 460 

And ofF the croece a gret party 

He wa/n throw hys chewalry. 



^ 



The gud Kino, upon this maner, 
Comfort thaim that war hym t^ ; 
And maid thaim gamyn ana folace, 465 

Tyll that hys folk all paffyt was, 
Quhen thai wer paffit the wattir brad, 
Suppofs thai fele of ffayis had. 
Thai maid thaim mery^ and war blyth ; 
Not forthy full fele fyth, 470 

Thai had full gret defaut off mete. 
And tharfor vencfoun to get 
In twa partyfs ar thai gayne. 
The King hymfelff wis intill ane ; 
And Schyr James off Dowglas 47S 

Into the tothyr party was. 
Then to the hycht thai held thair way. 
And huntytlang quhill off the day 5 
And focht fchawys, and fets fet; 
Bot thai gat litill for till ete. 480 

Mantribil, is mentioned in Wedderburn's Complaynt of 
Scotland, 15499 12 mo* 

Ver. 460. Ihus is Jefus. 

Ver. 479. [Scbawys, the thickeft groves in hollows of 
the wood, where deer are moft apt to be found.— /Jif//, gin* 
or fnares. __ 

Then 
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Then hapnyt at that tyme per cafs, 

That the Erie of the Leneuax was 

Amang the hillis, ner tharby ; 

And quhen he hard fa blaw and cry^ 

He had wondir quhat it my.be, 485 

And on fie maner fpyrit he, 

That knew that it wes the King : 

And then, forowtyn mar duelling, 

With all thaim off hys cumpany. 

He went rycht till the King in hy* 490 

Sa blyth and fa joyfiiU, that he 

Mycht on na maner blyther be^ 

For he the King wend had bene dcd. 

And he wes alfua will off red. 

That he durft not reft into na place* 495 

Na fen the King difcumfyt was 

At Meffan^ he herd newir thing 

That euir wis certane off the King* 

Tharfor into full gret d aynte. 

The King full humyly haylift he, 500 

And he hym welcumjrt rycht blythly. 

And aflcyt hym full tendyrly. 

And all the lords, that war thar, 

Rycht joyfull off thair meting war, 

And kyffyt hym in gret daynte 5 505 

It wis gret pite for till fe 

How thai for joy, and jMte gret, 

Quhqn that thai with thair falow^ met, 

Ver* 507, Gnt is ^nptd* 
A,^n. JaL.e,.^^ G2 That. 
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That thai wend had bene dede, forthy 

Thai welcumyt hym mar hartfully. 516 

And he for pite gret agayne, 

That neuir off meting was fa fayne, 

Thoch I fay that thai gret fothly. 
It wis na greting propyrly, 
For I trow traiftly that gretying S^S 

Cumys to men for myfliking. 
And that nane may but angry gret, 
Bot it be wemen, that can wet 
Thair chekys quheneuir thai lift with ters. 
The quheyir weill oft thaim nathing ders. 520 
Bot I wate weill, but lefyng, 
Quhat euir men fay of fic greting. 
That mekill joy,-or yheit pete, 
May ger men fua amowyt be. 
That wattir fra the hart will ryfs, 52$ 

And weyt the eyne on fic a wyfs, ;««»3SSic 
That is lik to be greting, 
Thoch^it be not fua in all thing. 
For quhen men grets enkrely. 
The hart is forowfuU or angry. 53® 

Bot for pite I trow gretyng, 
Be na thing bot ane opynnyng 
Off hart, that fchawis the tendirites 
Off rewth that in it clofyt is. 

The barownys apon this maner, 535 

Throw Godd's grace, affemblyt wer, 

The 
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^he Erie had mete, and that plente, 
And with glaid hart it thaim gaiff he. 
And thai eyt it with full gud will, 
That foucl\t na othyr falfs tbartill 540 

Bot appetyt, that oft men takys. 
For rycht weijl fcowryt war thair ftomakys, 
(Thai eit, and drank, fic as thai had ; 
And til} our Lord fyne lowyng maid. 
And thankyt hym, with full gud cher, 545 

That thai war mete on that maner. 
The King than at thaim fperyt yarne» 
How thai, fen he thaim feyne, had iarne ; 
And thai full petwyfly gan tell 
Auenturs that thaim befell ; 550 

And gret anoyis, and powerte. 
The King tharat bad gret pite. 
And tauld thaim petwifly agayne 
The noy, the trawaill, and the payne, 
That he had tholyt, fen he thaim faw : 555 

Wis nane amang thaim, hey na law. 
That he ne had pite and plefance, 
Quhen that he herd mak remembrance 
Off the perellys that paffyt war. 
Bot, quhen men oucht at liking ar, 560 

To tell off paynys paffyt by, 
Plefys to herying petiufly. 
And to rehearfs thair auld difefe, 
Pois thaim oftfyfs cumfort, and efe : 

Ver. 561. EthdecmeminiiTejuvabit* 

G 3 Withthy 
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Withthy tharto folow na blame, 565 

Diihonour, wikytnes, na fchame. 

After the mete fone raifs the King, 
Quhen he had lewyt hys fperyng, 
And buflcyt hym, with hys mengye, 
And went on hy towart the fe. 57O 

Quhar Schyr Nele Cambel thaim mete, 
Bath with fchippis, atnd with meyte s 
Saylys, ayrs, and othyr thing. 
That wis fpedfuU to thair paffyng. 

Then fchippyt thai, forowt)m mar, 575 

Sum went till fter, and fum till ar. 
And rowyt be the ile of But. 
Men mycht fe mony frely fute 
About the coft, thar lukand. 
As thai on ayrs raifs rowand ; 580 

And nevys that ftallwart war and fquar. 
That wont to fpayn gret fpers war, 
SWa fpaynyt ars, that men mycht fe 
Full oft the hyde leve on the tre. 
For all war doand, knycht and knave, 585 

Wis nane that euir difport mycht have 
Fra fterying, and fra rowyng, 
To furthyr thaim off thair fleting. 

Bot in the famyn tyme at thai 
War in fchippyng, as ye hard me fay^ 590 

The 
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The Eric off the Lei^wvax was, u^l^ 

I cannot tell yow throw quhat cafs, 

Lewyt behynd with his galay, 

Till the King wis fer on hys way. 

Quhen that thai off his cuntre 595 

Wyft that ft) duelt behynd wis he. 

Be fe with ft:hippys thai hym ftw^cht j 

And he that faw that he wis nocht 

Off pith to fecht with thefe traytours, 

And that he had na ner ft>cours, 600 

Then the Kings flote; forthy 

He fped him eftcr thaim on hy. 

Bot the tratours him foUowit fua, 

That thai weill ner hym gan ourta. 

For all the mycht that he mycht do, 605 

Ay ner, and ner, thai come him to. 

And quhen he faw thai war fa ner, 

That he mycht weill thair manauce her, 

And faw thaim, ner and ner, cum ay, 

Then tyll hys mengye gan he fay, 610 

* Bot giff we lynd fum futelte, 
^ Ourtane all fone fall we be«- 

* Tharfor I rede, but mar letting, 

* That, owtakyn owr armyng, 

* We caft our all thing in the fe : 615 

* And fra our ft:hip fwa lychtyt be, 

* We fall fwa row, and fpeid us fua, 

< That we fall weill efchaip thaim fra; 

* With that thai fall mak duelling 

f Apon the fe, to tak our thing j 620 

G 4 * And 
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* And we fall row but retting ajr, 

♦Till we efchapyt be away.* 

As he deuifit thai have done ; 

And thair fchip thai lychtyt fone : 

And rowyt fyne, with all thair mycht, 625 

And fche, that fwa wis maid tycht, 

Rakyt flydand throw the fe. 

And quhen thair fayis gan thaim fe, 

Forowth thaim alwayis, mar and mar, 

The things that thar fletand war 63Q 

Thai tuk; and turnyt fyne agayne, 

And be. that thai lefyt all thair payne. 

Quhen that the Erie on this maner. 
And hys mengye, efchapyt wer, 
Eftir the King he gan hym hy, 635 

That then, with all hys cumpany. 
Into Kyntyr arywyt was. 
The Erie tauld hym all hys cafs. 
How he wis chafyt on the fe, 
With thaim that fuld hys awyn be ; 640 

And how he had bene tane, but dout, 
Na war it that he warpyt owt 
All that he had, hym lycht to ma : 
And fwa efchapyt thaim fra. 
« Schyr Erie," faid the King, « perfey, 645 

" Syn yow efchapyt is awVy, 
*' Off the tynfell is na plenyeing ; 
•* Bot I will fay the weile a thing, 
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« That thar will fell the grct foly 

•* To pafs oft fra my cumpany, 650 

** For felefyfs, quhen thow art away, 

" Thow art fet in till hard aflay. 

** Tharfor me thynk beft to thee 

*^ To haW yow alwayis ncr by me." 

« Schyr/ faid the Erie, « it fall be fwa. 655 

* I fall na wifs pafs fer yow fra, 

* Till God giff grace we be off mycht 

* Agayne our fayis to hald our flycht.* 

And Anguss off Ik that tyme wis fyr, 
And lord, and ledar of Kyntyr. ♦ 660 

The King rycht weill refawyt he ; 
And undertuk hys man to be : 
And hym, and hys, on mony wifs. 
He abandownyt till hys fervice. 
And, for mar fekyrnes, gaiff hym fyne 665 

Hys caftell off Donabardyne^ 
To duell tharin, at hys lyking. 
Full gretumly thankyt hym the King ; * 

And refawyt hys feruice. 

Not forthy, on mony wifs, 670 

He wis dredand for trefoun ay. 
And tharefor, as Ik hard men fay. 
He traiftyt in nane fekyrjy. 
Till that he knew hym uterly : 

Ver. 659. Angus chief of the ilc of Day. 

Bot 
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Bot quhat kyndred, that euir he had^ 67S 

Fayr cuntcnance to thaitn he nm. 

And in Donahardyne dayis three, 
Forowtyne mar, then duellyt he. 
Syne gert he hys mengye mak thaim yar, 
Towart Raucbryncy be fe to far. 680 

That is ane ile in the fe } 
And may weill in myd watir be, 
Betwix Kyntyr and Irlandx 
Quhar als gret ftremys ar rynand. 
And als peralais, and mar, 685 

Till ourfaile thaim into fchip fair. 
As is the raifs of Bretangyij 
Or ftrait off Marrock into Spanye. 

Thair fchippys to the fe thai fet. 
And maid redy, but langir let, 69Q 

Ankyrs, rapys ; bath faile^jnd ar ; 
And all that nedyt to fchip fair, 

Ver. 680. Rachlin, on the north«eaft of Ireland : by 
Ptolemy called Ricina, by Pliny Ricnia. In the year 635 
Segenius Abbot of Hyona, or Icolmkill, founded a church 
here, which in 795 was burnt by the Danes. Annal. 
^igbem* et Ulton* See a defcription of this iland, and 
Bruce's caftle, in Hamilton's Ob&rvations on the Noith of 
Ireland. 

In the Annals of Ulfter at 768 we find the death of 
Murgailc Mac Inea, Abbot of Rachlin : at 772 that of 
Aod* Mac Carbrc chief of Rachlin. 

(^y^ /ji/ . i^*A/A^o d^cJ Quhen 
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Quhen thai war boune to faile, thai went 

The wynd wcs weill to thair talent. 

Thai rayfyt faile, and forth thai far, 695 

And by the mole thai paffyt yar, 

And entryt fone into die rafje, 

Quhar that th^ ftremys fa fturdy was. 

That wawys wyd, wycht brekand war, 

Weltryt as hyllys her and thar, 700 

The fchippys our the wawys flayd. 

For wynd at poynt blawand thai had ; 

Bot not forthy qyha had thar bene, 

A gret ftertling he mycht haiff feyne 

OfF fchippys ; for quhilum fum wald be 705 

Rycht on the wawys, as on mounte ; 

And fum wald flyd fra heycht to law, 

Rycht as thai doun till hell wald draw; 

Syne on the waw ftert fedanly. 

And othyr fchippis, that war tharby, 710 

Delivirly drew to the depe* 

It wis gretcunnin^nes to kep 

Thair takill intill fic a thrang ; 

And wyt fic wawis ; for ay amang 

The wawys reft thair fycht off land. 7 15 

Quhen thai the land wes rycht ner hand. 

And quhen fchyppys war failand ner, 

The fe wald ryfs on fic maner. 

That off the wawys the weltrand hycht 

Wald refe thaim oft off thair fycht. 720 

Bot 
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Bot into Rakvchryne^nocht forthy, 
Thai arywyt ilk ane fawffly ; 
Blyth, and glaid, that thai war fua 
Efchapyt the hidwyfs wawys fra. 
In Rauchryne thai arywyt ar, 725 

And to the land thai went but mar, 
Armyt apon thair beft maner. 
Qjjhen the folk, that thar wonand wcr, 
Saw men of arrays in thair cuntrc, 
Aryve into fie quantite, 73^ 

Thai fled on hy, with thar catell, 
Towart a rycht ftalwart cafteH, 
That in the land wis ner tharbyi 
Men mycht her wemen hely cry, 
And fle with cataill her and thar. 735 

Bot the KiNG^s folk, that war 
Deliuer off fute, thaim gan ourhy ; 
And thaim areftyt heftely, 
And broucht thaim to the KiNG agayne, 
Swa that nane off thaim all wis flayne. 740 

Than with thaim tretyt fwa the King, 
That thai, to fuUfiU hys yarnyng, 
Become hys men euirilkane : 
And has hym trewly undertane 
That thai and thairs, loud and ftill, 745 

Suld be in all thing at hys will. 
And, quhill him' likit thar to leynd, 
Ei|ir ilk day thai fuld hym feynd 
Wiftalis for thre hundir men : 
And thai as lord fuld him ken. IS^ 

Bot 
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Bot at thair pofleifiouns fuld be. 
For all hys men thair awyn frc. 

The cunnand on this wyfs wis maid. 
And on the morn, but langir biiid. 
Off all Raucbrine bath man and page 755 

Knelytj and maid the King homage ; 
And tharwith fwour hym fewte. 
To ferve hym ay in lawte. 
And held him rycht weill cunnand : 
For quhill he duelt into the land, 760 

Thai fand meit till hys cumpanyj 
And ferwyt hym full humely. 
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Inglis^'^Kildrumy alfua tane, — King Edward 
I. adfuauncing to quell the Scotisj dels at Brugb on 
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-^^and after him the King, quha fends a fpy to 
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XN Rauchryne leve wc now the KiKO 

In reft, foroWtyn barganyng ; 

And ofF hys &yis a quhilc fpek we^ 

That, throw thair mycht and thair powfte. 

Maid fic a perfecutioune, 5 

Sa hard, fa ftrait, and fa feloune, 

In thaim that till hym lufFand wer 

Or kyn, or freynd, or ony maner 5 

That at till her is gret pite* 

For thai fparyt o(F na degre 19 

Thaim, that thai trowit hys. freynd wer, 

Nothjnr off the kyrk, na feculer. 

For off Glajkow Byfchop Robert, 

And Makis qIS Man.^?X ftydily fparyt^ 

Vcr. 13, Robert Wifliart bifhop of Glafgow from 1272 to 
1317, celebrated for his patriotifm. See Keith^s Catalogue 
of Scotifh Bifhops. Marcuftbi(hopof the lies, 1275 to 1303. 
lhid» where it is faid that he died in 1303, upon no- autho- 
rity ; and Barbour here affords proof that he was alive in 
1306. 

Vol. I. H Bath 
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ft- 
//i^//^^ Bath in fetrys and in prefoune ; ^ 15 

And worthy Crystoll ofF SeytounL 

Into Loudon betrefyt was, 

Throw a difcipill ofF Judas ; 

Makkab, a fkk tratour, that ay 

Wes off hys duelling, nycht and day j 20 

Quhom to he maid gtwl cumpaiiy. 

It wes fer wer than tratoury 

For to betryfi fie a perfoune. 

So nobill, and off fie renoune. 

Bot tharof had he na pit^ 25 

In hell condampnyt mot he be ! 

For quhen he hym betryfyt had. 

The Ingli/s men rycht with hym rad 

In hy, in Ingland to the King, 

That gert draw hym, and hede, ajud hing, 30 

Forowtyn pete, or mercy. 

It wes gret forow fekyrly, 

That fo worthy perfoune as he 

Suld on fie maner hangyt be* 

Thus gat endyt his wordiynes* 35 

And off Craufurd al« Schyr Ranald wes, 

And Schyr Bruce als the Blair 

Hangyt iutiil a berne in At. 

The QuEYNE, and als Dam Maiort, 
Hyr dochtyr, that fyne worthyly 43 

Wis coupillyt into Godds band 
With Waltir Stewart oS Scotland i 
.. .. , That 

Ver. 17. Locbdnrnt edit* 
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That wald on na wyfs langar ly 

In caftell oflF Kyldromy^ 

To byd a fege, ar rydin raith 45 

With knychts and fquyers bath, 

Throw Rofsj rycht to the gyrth of Tayne. 

Bot that trawaill thai maid in waync* 

For thai of Rcfs^ that wald not ber 

For thaim na bla)rme, na yeit danger, 50 

Out off the gyrth hame all has tayne. 

And fyne thaim euirilkane 

Rycht intill Ingland^ to the King, 

That gert draw all the men, and hing % 

And put the Ladyis in prefoune, 55 

Siim intill caft/ell, fum in dyhgeoun. a 

It wes gret pite for till her 
The folk be troublyt on this maner« 

That tyme wes in Kyldromyy - j » 

With men, that mycKl war and hardy, 60 ^ uj't^^* ' 

Schyr Nele the Bruce : and I wate weiU 
That thar the erle wis olF Adheill, 
In the caftell, weill wi^Jlalyt ay, 
And mete and fuell gan puruayj 
And enforcyt the caftell fwa, 65 

That thaim thocht na ftrenth mycht it ta« 

Ver. 47. The ^rih^ or fanauary, of St, Duthac at Tain, 
whence the earl of Rofs took the Queen Elizabeth, daughter 
of Aymer de Burgh earl of Ulfter, and Marjory the kiog% 
daughter by his former wife Ifabella, and delivered them up 
to the Englifti. ^i^/h Ant^^-^^^/^^ ^^WA - 

Ha And 
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And quhen it to the King wis tauld 
OflF Ingland^ how thai fchup till hauld 
That caftell ; he wes all angry ; 
And callyt his fone till hym on hy 7^ 

The eldcft and aperand ayr 5 
A young bacheler, and ftark, and fayr, 
Schyr Eduuard callyt oflF Carnaueranej 
.That wes the fierkaft man ofFane, 
That men qiycht in ony cuntre ; 75 

Prynce of IValys that tyme wes he« 
And he gert als call erlys twa, 
GL©sysTyR and Harfurd war tha; 
;And bad thaim wend into Scotland^ 
And fet a fege^ with ftalwart hand, Si 

To the caftell off Kyldromy. 
And all the halders halyly 
He bad diftroy, forowtyn ranfoun^ 
f^/^ ^^ ^^ bryng thaim till hym in preS)une. 



'^V 



Quhen thai the cummaundment had tane, 85 

/ 4.,44 **• Thai afleml^yt ^^^ ^ft 6i4ne, 
i ntj^ And to the caftell went in hy ; 

And it aflegyt wigorufly. 

And mony tyme full hard aflaylyti 

Bot for to tak it yeit thai failyt. 9^. 

For thai within war rycht worthy ;, 

And thaim defendyt douchtely ; 

And rufchyt thair ffayis off agayne, 
/ ^f /' Sum beft, fum woundyt, fum als flayne. 

' And mony tymys ifche thai wald, 95 

Aad bargane at the barraiis hald ^ 

0S . ^f'/^^\ ^^4rr ^f^iiLj^ ^^' k z-*^ 
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And wound thaij? fayis oft andlfla. 

Schortly thai them contenyt fwa. 

That thai withoute difparyt war, 

And thoucht till Ingland for till far : tco 

For thai fa ftyth faw the caftell, 

And with that it was warnyft weill ; 

And faw the nien defend thaim fwa, 

That thai nane hop had thaim to ta. 

Nane had thai done all that (efoune, I0< 

GyfFit ne had bene fals trefoune. 
For thar with thaim wITa tratour, 
A fals lour4ane, a lofyngeour, 
HosBARNE to name, maid the trefoune, 
I wate not for quhat enchefone ; ii^ 

Na quham with he maid that conwyn : • ' 

Bot as thai faid, that war within, 
He tuk a cultir hate glowand. 
That yeit wis in a fir brynnand, 
And went hym to the mekill hall, 115 

That then wkh corn wis fyllyt all | 
And heych up in a mow it did, 
Bot it full Jang wis nocht thar hid. 
For men fayis oft that fyr, na prid^ 
Bot difcouering may na man hide/ 120 

For the pomp oft the prid fiirth fchaws, 
Or ellis the gret boift that it blawis. 
Na thar may na man fa cowyr 
^»Ia low, or rek fall it difcowyr,. 
So fell it her, for fyr all cler 125 

Sone throw th^ thak burd gan apper, 

1/4 M "^ ^''^ 

y-2 ^ ' /. t^i^^^ Digitized by Google 
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Fyrft as a fterne^ fync as a monc. 

And Weill bradder thareftir fone. 

The fyr out fyne in blefe braft ; 

^n4 the rek rsik rycht wondre b&m 136. 

The fyr our all the caftell fpred. 

That mycht na force of man it rcd« 

Than thai within drew to the wall. 

That at that tyme was bataillit all. 

Within, rycht as it wSr withoute. 135 

Ihat bataillync, withowtyn dout^ 

Sawyt thair lywys, for it brak 

Blefs that thaim wald ourtak. 

And quhen the fayis the myfcheiiF faiw^ 

Till armys went thai in a thraw ', 14QL 

And aflaylyt the caftell faft, 

Quhar thai durft come for fyrs Waft* 

Bot thai within myftir had, 

Sa gret defence, and worthy mad. 

That thai full oft thair fayis ruflyt, 14S 

Fot thai na kyn perall refufyt. 

'i'hai trawaillyi for to fauflF thair lyffs : 

Bot werd, that till the end ay drywis 

The warlds thiijgs, fua thaim trawaillyt, 

That thai on twa halfys war affailyt. 150 

In with fyr, that thaim fwa broilyitj 

And utoutl^ with folk, that thaim fwa toilyit^ 

That thai brynt magre thaim the yat, 

Yat for the fyre, that wis fwa hate, 

Thai durft not entyr fwa in hy. 155. 

Tharfor thar folk thai gan rely. 

And 
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And went to rcft^ for it wis njrcht } 

Till on the mortij that 'day wis lycht^ 

At fie myfcheiff, as ye her (ayy 

War thar within the .<ju«thyr ay 169 

Thai thaim defendj^ douchtely. 

And contenyt thaim fa manlily^ 

That or day, throw mekill payn, 

Thai had muryt up thair yat agayn^ 

Bot on the morn, quhen day wes lycht, 165 
And fone wes ryflyn^ fchynand brych^ 
Thai withowt, in hale bataill. 
Come purwayt, rcdy till afiaill. 
Bot thai within, that fwa war ftad^ 
That thai widlaill, na fewell had, 170 

Quharwith thai mycht the caftrll hald^ 
Tretyt fyrft, and fync thaim yauld 
To be intill the Kings will. 
Bot that ay to Scotts rften wis ill ; 
As fone eftyr Weill wis knawin, lyj^ 

For thai war bangyt aH and drawyn* 

Quhen this cunnand thus tretyt wes^ 
And afFermyt with fekyrnes. 
Thai tuk thaim off the caftell fone. 
And intill fchort tyme has done^ 180 

That sd) a quartir off Snawdouny 
Rycht tin the erd thai tumniyUyt doun. 

Syn«. 

Ver« x8i. The royal palace at Stirling was called Snuw^ 
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Sync towart Ingland went thair way. 

3ot quhen tt^e King Eduuard hard fay 

How Weill the Bruce held Kildronyy 185 

Agayne hys fon fa ftalwartly; 

He gadryt gret chcwalry, 

And towart Scotland went in hy« 

And as intill Northummyrland 
He wis, with hys gret rowt, rj'dand, 190 

A feknes tuk hym in the way, 
And put hyqi to fa hard aflay, 
That he mycl^t nocht ga, na ryd : 
.Hym worthit, magre hjrs, abid 
Intill an hamillet tharby, 195 

A litill town, and unworthy. 
With gret paync thyddir thai hym brcucht. 
He wis fa ftad, that he ne mocht 
Hys aynd bot with gret paynys draw; 
Na fpek bot gifF it war weill law. 20a 

The quheyr he bad thai fuld hym iay 
Quhat town wes that, that he in lay. 

doun s and near it was an eminence termed Arthur's Round 
Table. Thecfame of Arthur in books of chivalry gave rife 
to fuch names in the middle ages. One of the Heralds of 
Scotland is termed Snowdun Herald to this day. 

Ver. 189. King Edward was obliged by ficknefs to re- 
main in Northumberland and Cumberland, the fummer and 
autumn 1 306 ; and he was at Lanercoft all the winter 1306-7. 
See this proved from Rymer's Focdera in the Annals of Scot' 
lamiy Vol. II. p. 5. He died at Burgh on the Sand, 7 July 
1307 } and his death is unchronologically here narrated by 
Batbour. 

. . «Schyr/ 
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« Schyr/ thai fajd, « Pwrri /« th^ Sund 
« Men callis this toun, intill this land/ 
« Call thai it 5«rrA, als ! » iaid he i 20J 

« My hop is now fordone to me. 
<« For I wend neuir to thoile the payne 
'' OiFdeid, till I, throw mekill mayn, 
" The Burch of Jerufalem had tane, 
« My lyff wend I thar fuld be gayne. 2X0 

« In Burch I wvft weill I fuld de ; // ' . 

" Bot I was 5(io||hir wys, na fle, i$^W^^ 

« Till othyr Burcb kep to ta. 
*' Now may I jpowyfs forthyr ga/* 

Thus pleynyeit Jie off hys foly, 215 

As he had mater fekyrly : > 

Quhen he to wyt. certante ' 
Off that, at nanp may certan be. 

The quheyr men faid he chefyt had 
A fpyryt, that hym'anfuer maid, 220 

Off things that he wald inquer. > 

Bot he fiilyt, forowtyn wer. 
That gaiff throuch till that creatur. 
For feyndys ar off fie natur. 
That thai to mankind has iuwyi 225 

For thai Mrate weill, arid witdy, 
That thai that weill ar liffand her, 
Sail wyn the fege, quharoff thai wer 
Tumblyt throwch thair mekill prid. 
<;iuhar throw oft tymys will betid,. 230 

That 
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That quhen fcyndys diftrcnyeit ar. 

For till apei-j and mak anfwar, 

TWow force off conjuratioun. 

That thai fa fals ar and fcloun. 

That thd mak ay thair anfucring, ^35 

Into dowbill undirftaiKJing, 

To diffaiff thaim, that will tbaim trow. 

litfample will I fet her now 

Off a wer, as I herd tell, 

Betwix Fraunce 2M the Flmyngs fcH. 240 



The Erie F^liAN»s modyr was 
Nygramanfour ; and Sathanas 
Schc rafyt; aAd.hyin afkyt fyn,^ 
Quhat fuld worth off the fychtyn - 
Betwix the Fraunce King and hyr fone? 24^ 

And he, as all tynicihie wc9 wone, 
Into diffayt maid hys anfuer > 
And faid till hyr thir thrc werfe her. 
<* Rex met in bello^ tumulique carebit bomre^ 
**Ferrandus, Gomitiffa, tuus^ mea cara Mt^ 
" nervoy 250 

•* Parl/tis venietf magna comitante caterva** 

Ver. 141. Jane, daughter of Baldwin IX. earl of Fkin- 
dcrs, married Ferrand prince of Portugal, wlio thus became 
earl of Flanders. He took arms againft PhiUp Auguftui 
king of France j and the emperor Otho IV. affitting him, in 
1214. was fought the famous battle of Bourines, in which the 
emperor and earl were defeated, and the later carried captive 
to Paris and confii^ \u the Louvre. 
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This WIS the fpek he maid, perfay; 
And is in Inglis toung to fay, 
« The King fall fall in the fcchting, 
*' And fall faile honour ofFerding ; a^JT 

** And thy Ferand, Mynerve my der, 
•^ Sail rycht to .Paryfs went, but wer ;. 
" Folowand hym gret cumpany 
<* Off nobill men, and ofF worthy/* 
This is the fentence off this faw, a6d 

That the Latyn gan her fchaw. 
He callyt hyr hys der Minerwe, 
For. Minerwe ay wis wont ferwe 
Hym, till fche leflyt kt hys diuife ; 
And for fche maid the famyn feruicc, %6i 

Hys Minerwe hyr callyt he : * 

And als, throw hyr futeke. ' • • * 

He callyt hyr der^ byr tyll difiaiff. 
That fche the tyttar fuld confaiff 
Off hys fpek thp undyrftanding, 370 

That maft plefyt till hyr liking. 

This dowbill fpek fwa hyr diflawyt, ^ 

That throw h'yr foly the ded reflawit J 
For fche wis off hyr anfucr blyth, 
And till hyr fonc fche tauld it fwidu 275 

And bad hym till the bataill fped. 
For he ,fuld wiSory haiff bot drci 
^nd he, that herd hyr fermonyng, 
5ped hym in hy to the fcchting ; 
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Quhar he difcomfyt wis, and fchent; 280 

And takin, and to Paryfs font. 

Bot in the fecjiting not forthy 

The King, throw hys chewalry, 

Wis laid at the erd, and lawit bath ; 

Bot his mea helpyt hym weill rath. 28^ 

And quhen Fbrands modyr herd 
How hyr fone in the bataill ferd j 
And at he fwa wis difcomfyt ; 
Sche rafyt the ill fpyryt als tyt. 
And aflcyt quhy he gabyt had 29a 

Off the anfuer that he hyr mad? 
And he faid l\e had faith futh all ; 
« I faid the, that the King fuld fall 
*< In the bataill ; and fay did he. 
<* And failyed ercliftg, as men may &• 295 

<( And I faid that thy fon fuld ga 
« To Paryfs^ and be did richt fwa ; 
<* FoUowand fie a mengye, 
*« That neuir, in his lyfftyme, he 
<« Had fic a oicngye in leding. 300 

** Now (eis yow I mad na gabbing." 
The wyff confufyt wis perfay ; 
And durft na jhar than till hym fay» 

Thus gat, thjfow dowbill undyrftanding, 
That bargane cpme till fic ending, 305 

That the ta part diifawyt was. 
Rycht fa gat fell that in thys cafs : 
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At Jeruffilem trowyt he 

Grawyn in the Bttrch to be ; • ' 

The quethyr at Burch into the Sand 31a 

He fwelt rycht in hys awn land. 

And quhen he to the dede wis ner. 
The folk tljat at Kyldromy wer 
Come with prifoners that thai had tane^ 
And fyne to the King are gane. 315 

.And for to comfort hym thai tauld 
How thai the caftell to thaim yauld : 
And how thai till hys will war brocht. 
To do oiF that quhateuir he thocht ; 
And aikyt quhat men fuld off thaim do. 320 

Than lukyt he angryly thaim to. 
He faid grjrmiand, " hyngs and drawys." 
That wis wondir of fic fawis, 
That he, that to the dede wis ner, 
Suld anfuer apoa fic maner ; 315 

rForowtyn n\enyng and mercy. ' . 

How mycht he traift on hym to cry, 
That futhfaftly detnys all thing 
To haiiF mercy for hys cryng, 
OfF hym that, throw hys felony, 330 

(Into fic poynt had na mercy ? 

Hys men hys maundment has done ; 
And he deyt tha^eftir fone : 
And fyne wes eftir brocht till berynes* 
.|Iy^ fone fyne King eftir wes. 335 

/ '^'- 
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To the King Robert agayne ga we. 
That in RauchryncyWixh hys mengye, 
(Lay till wintir ner vns ganc ; 
And off that ile bys mete has tane. 
Jamys of DowGLAS wis angry. 34O } 

Tliat thai langir fuld ydill ly. | 

And to Schyr Robert Boid faid he, 
«^ The pure folk ofF thys countre 
^ Ar chargyt apon grct maner, 
« OfF us, that ydill lyis her. 345 ^ 

" And Ik her £iy, that in Arancy 
« Intill a ftyth caftdl off ftane, 
*< Ar Inglifs oien, that with ftrang hand 
*^ Haldys jthe Lordfchip off the land. 
«* Ga we thyddyr ; and weill may fell 350 

^ Amang thaim in fum thing we fall.'' 
Schyr Robert faid, * I grant thartilK 
« Till her mar ly war litill (kill : 
^ Tharfor till Aran pais will we, 

* For I knaw rycht weill the cuntr^ 355 

* And the ca(lsll rycht fwa knaw L 

* We fall come thar fa priwily, 
^ That thai fall h^iff na perfawyng, 

* Na yheit wittyng off owr cummyng* 
^ And we fall ner enbufchyt be, 36Q 

* Quhar we thar outecome may fe. 

* Sa fall it on na manir fell, 

* Bot fcaith thaim on fum wyfs we falL 
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With that thai bulkyt thaim anane: 

And at the King thair leifFhas tane, ^ 36$ 

And went thaim furth fyne on diair way* 
^Into Kyntyr fone cummyn ar thai : 
Syne rowyt alwayis by the land, 
Till that tlvc nycht wis ner on hand. 
Than till Jrane thai went thar way^ 376 

And fawfly .tbu' arywyt thai. 
And in a glen thair galay drewch, 
And fyne it halyt weiil inewch ; 
Thair takyll, airs, and thair fter^ 
Thai h^e all on the famyn maner« 375 

And held thair way rycht in the nycht^ 
Swa that or day wis dawyn lycht^ 
Thai war enbufchyt the cafteli ner, 
Armyt apon &Sf\yt9i maner* 
And thoucht th^ wate war, and wery^ 380 

And for lang faftyng all hungry. 
Thai thocht till hald thaim all preve, 
^iU that thai weiU thair poynt mycht fe« 

Schyr Ihon Ac Hastings, at that tid, ' 

With knychts ofF full mekilL pridj- 3?J 

And fquyers, and yemanry. 
And that a weill gret cumpany, 
Was in the cafteli of Brathwii* 
And oftfyfs qutven it wald hym Itk, 
He went till huntyng with his menye, 39a 

And fwa the land abaadownyt he, 

^^ That 
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That durftrnane wame to do hys will. 

iic was into the caftell ftill. 

The tyme that James oAFDowolas, 

As Ik haifFtauld, enbufchit was. 395 

Sa hapnyt that tyme, throw chance. 
That with wi/£blis and purweyance. 
And with clething, and with armyng. 
The day bcfor^^in the ewynnyng. 
The under wardanc ariuyt was, 400 

With thre bats, wcill ner the place 
^har that the folk 1 fpak off ar 
Preuily enfeufchyt war. 
Syne fra the bats faw thai ga 
V. ^ <i I OfF Inglis men^ threty and ma, 405 

Chargit all with fyndry things ; 
JSum bar wjrne, and fum armyngs. 
The remanent all chargyt wer 
With things off fyndry maner. 
And othyr fyndry yeid thaim by, 4iOf 

As thai war maiftyrs, ydilly* 
Thai that enbufchyt war, that faw 
AH forowtyn dreid or aw, 
Thair enbufchy on thaim thai brak ; 
And flew all that thai mycht ourtak* 415 

The cry raifs hidwyfly, and hey : 
For thai, that dredand war to dey, 
Kycht as befts gan rar and cry. 
Thai flew thain^ forowtyn mercy; 

Swa 
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Swa that, into the famyn fted, 420 

Weill ner forty thcr war dede. t^ 4^J^, 

Quhen thai, that in the caftell war. 
Hard the folk fa cry and rar. 
Thai ifcheyt furth to the fechting. 
Bot quhen theDowGLAsfawthaircummyng, 425 
Hys men till hym he gan rely ; 
And went till meit diaim haftyly* 
And quhen thai off the cafiell (aw 
Hym cum on thaim, forowtyn aw. 
Thai fled, forowtyn mar debate. 430 

And thai thaim folowyt to the yate ; 
And flew off thaim, as thai in paft ; 
Bot thai thair pte barryt iaft. 
That thai mycht do at thaim na mar; 
Tharfor thai left thaim ilkane thar, 435 

And turnyt to.the fe agayne, 
Quhar that the men war forowth flayn ; 
And quhen thai, that war in the bats. 
Saw thair cummyng ; and iaw how gats. 
Thai had difcumfyt thair menye, 440 < 

In hy thai put thaim to the fe. 
And rowyt faft with all thair mayne : 
Bot die lyynd wis thaim agayne. 
That fwa hey gert the land-bryfs ryfs. 
That thai moucht weld the fe nawyfs. 445 

Than thai durft not cum to the land, 
Bot hald thaim thar (a lang hobland. 

Vol. L I That 
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That off the thre bats di^wnyt twa. 

And quhcn Do wgl as faw it was fWft> 

He tuk armyng, and cleything, 4SO 

Wiaalis, wync^ and othyr tftirig^ 

That thai fend thar : and hdd thail: way 

Rycht glaid and joyfull off thair pray. 

Quhen thus jAMfis off DowGLA^> • 
And hys men, throw Godd's grace, 455 

War relewyt with armyng, 
And with wiSall, attd ctething, 
Syhe till a ftrenth thai held thair way J • 
And thaim full manly gouernyt ay. 

Till on the tend day, that the KiKO, 460 

With all that war in hys ledyiig, 
Arywyt into that countre, 
With threty fmall galayis and thre. 
The King arywyt in Jrane\ 
And fyne to the land is gane, 465 

And in a toune tuk hys herbery. 
* Artd fperyt fyne fpeceally, 
Gyff ony man couth tell tithand 
Off ony ftrang men in that land. 
*< Yhis," faid a woman, " Schyr, perfay, ^ 470 
** Off ftrang men I kan yow fay, 
** That are cummyn in this countre, • 

'* And fchort quhile fyne, Arow thair bounty 
« Thai haiff difcomfyt owr wardane, 
^' And mony off hys men has ilaVne. 475 

^ w And 
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« And till a ftalwart place hcrby 
•< Repars all thak cumpany." 

* Dame/ (aid the King, ' wald you mo wUs> 

< To that place quhar thair repair is> 

* I fall reward ye but lefing : 480 

* For thai ar all off my dudling, 

* And I rycht blythly wald thaim fe, 

^ And fyra trow I> that thai wald me,' 

« Yhis," faid fche, « Schyr, I will blythly 

** Ga with yow and your cumpany, 485 

*« Till that I fchaw you thair repair," 

* That is inewch, my fyftir &yrj 

< Now ga we forthwart^' £ud the King* 
Than went thai furth, but mar letting, 
Folowand hjrr, as fche thaim led ; 49O 
Till at the laft fche fcha>/t a fted 

To the King, in a wode glen, 

And faid, ** Schyr, her I few the men, 

** That yhe fpcr cftir, mak logyng : 

*' Her I trow be thair rcparyng." 495 

The KxNG then blew his horn in hy ; 
And gert the men that war h3rm by, 
H^ld thaim ftill, and all prewe ; 
And iyne agayne his horn blew he. 
Jamr off Do WGLAS herd hym blaw, 50O 

And at the laft alfone gan knaw. 
And faid, " Sothly yon is the King : 
*< J knaw lang qubill fyne hys Hawing.'* 

1 2 The 
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The thred tymc tharwithall he blew, 

And then Schyr Robert Boid it knew; 505 

And faid " Yon is the King, but dreid, 

« Ga we furth till hym bettfr fpcid%" 

Than went thai till the Kino ill hy, 
And hym inclynyt curtafly 5 
And blythly welcummyt thaim the King, 510 
And wis joyfull off thair meting* 
And kiffit thaim ; and fperyt fyne 
How thai had feme in thair huntyn ? 
And thai hym tauld all but lefxng : 
Syne lowyt thai God off thair meting. 5^S 

Syne with the King till hys berbery 
W«nt tath j oyfuU and joly. 

The King apon the tothyr day 
Gan till hys priwe mcnye fay, 
*' Ye knaw alt Weill, and ye may fe, 52O 

*^ How we ar owt off owr: cuntre 
'* Banyft, throw Inglifs menys mycht. 
" And th^t, that fuld be ours off rycht, 
*' Throw thaiif maftyrs. thai occupy ; - 
" And wald alfua, forowtyne mercy, . 545 

** Giff thai haid mycht, deftroy us all. 
:« Bot God, forbid it fuld fa fall 
** Till us, as thai mak manaflyng! 
" For than war thar na recowering. 
*' And mankind bidds us that we 530 

y' To procur wengeance bcfy be. 

"For 
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" For ye may fe we haifF thr'e things 

** That maks us oft moneftings 

'* For to be worthy, wyfs, and wycht, 

*' And till anoy thai|n at our mycht. 535 

<' Ane is ovHT lyfFs fawfte,^ 

*' That on na wyfs fuld fawft be, 

** Giff thai had us at thair liking. 

"The TOTHYR^ tbat makys eggyngi 

'' Is that thai our poffeflioune 54O 

*^ Halds ftrenthly, agayn refoune. 

** The THRiD is the joy that we abid, 

*' Gyff that it happyn, as weill may tid, 

** That we wyn widtour, and maiftry 

" Till ourcum thair felony. 545 

" Tharfor we fuld our harts raifs, 

" Swa that na myfcheyfF us abaifs ; 

*' And fchaip alwayis to that ending 

** That bers in it menfk, and lowing. 

" And tharfor, lordings, gyfF ye fe 550 

** Amang you, giflF that it fpeidfuH be, 

^* I will fend a man in Carrikj 

** To fpy and fpeir our kynrik, 

*' How it is led, and freynd and fa, 

<^ And gifF he fejs we land may ta, 555 

" On Turnberys Inuke he may 

*' Mak a fyr, on a certane day, 

** That mak takynnyng till us, that we 

*' May thar arywe in fawfte. 

** And gifF he fejs we may not fwa j 560 

/^ Luk on na wjfs the fyr he ma. 



«Swa 



Digitized by 



Google 



tl8 THE BtttrcE: 

** Swa may we tharthrow haiff wittring 
•* OfFour paflage, or our duelling." 

To this fpek all aflentyt ar. 
And than the Kino, withowtyn mar, 56 j; 

Callyt ane, that wes hym prew6. 
And ofF Carrik hys countre. 
And chargythym in les and mar. 
As ye hard me diwife it ar. 
And fet hym certain day to ma ^ 576 

The fyr, giff he faw it war fwa ^ 
That thai had poffibilite 
To maynteync the wer in that countre* 

And he, that wis rycht weill in will 
His lord's yhaifnyng to fuUfill, 575 

As he that worthy wis, and leile, 
And couth rycht weill fecrets confeill ; 
Sake wis boune intill all thing 
For to fuUfill hys cummanding. 
And &id he fuld do fa wifely, 580 

That na reprufF fuld eftir ly. 
Syne at the KiNG Yijs leiff has tane; 
And furth apon hys way is gane. 

Now gais the meflynger hys way, 
That hat Cutbert, as Iherd fey. 585 

In Carrik fone arywyt he, 
And paflyt throw all the countre- 
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Bot he fand fevfr tharin, perfay, 

That gud wald off hy% maiftir fay : 

For fele of thaim durft not for dreid | 59f 

And othyr fum rycht into deiii 

War fayis to the nobill King, 

That rewyt fyne thair bargaynyng. 

Baith hey and law, the land wis then 

All occupyt with Inglijfmen \ 595 

And difpytyt, at-our all thing, 

Robert the B^uce the douchty King. 

Carrik wis gifFyn then h^lyly 

To Schyr Henry Lord the Persy ; 

That in Turnberyis caftell then 6oa 

Wa^, with Weill ner three hvndir men. 

And dawntyt fa gat all the knd^ 

That all wis till hy^ obeyfand. 

.Thu$ CuT3£RT (aw thair felony : 
And faw the folk & h^lyly 605 

Be worthyn Ingliff^ baith jrich and pur, 
That he to nane durft hym difcur. 
Bot thoucht to leve the fjr unmaid : 
Syne till hys maifter went but baid. 
And all thair cowyne till hym gan tell, 6x0 

Tfajit wis fa angry and fa fell* 

Ver. 606. By being become Englijb our poet only implies 
that they were attached to the £ngli(h caofe. 

Ver. 6o9» (lo. The exprefHons are inaccurate, but do 
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The King, that ihtill Arane lay, 
Quhen that cummyn wis the day, 
That he fet till hys meffenger. 
As Ik dewifyt you lang er, 615 

Eftyr the fyr he lukyt faft. 
And, als fone as the none was paft, 
Hym thocht weill he few a fyr. 
Be Turnbery byrnand weill fchyr ; 
And till hys menye it gan fchaw : 620 

Ilk man thocht weill that he it faw» 
Then with blyth hart the folk gan cry, 
Gud King ! fpeid you deliuerly, 

* Swa Aat we fone in the ew)mnyng 

* Aryve, forowtyn perfaywing/ 625 
'* I grant," faid he, ** now mak you yar. 

•* God furthyr us intill our far ! ** 

Then in fchort tyme men mycht thaim fe 
Schute all thair galayis to the fe, 
And ber to fe baith ayr and fter, 630 

And othyr things that myftir wer. 
And as the King apon the fand 
Was gangand up and down, bidand 
Till that hys menye redytf war, 
Hys oft come rycht till hym thar. 635 

And quhen that fche hym halyft had, 
A priwc fpek till hym fche made j 

not mean that Cuthbert went to the king, but only that he 
intended to go^ as appears from the fequel. 

And 
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And laid, << Takis gud kep till my faw, 

** For or ye pafs I fall you fchaw, 

** Off your fortoun a grct party. 640 

** Bot our all fpecially 

*' A wyttring her I fall yow ma, 

** Quhat end that your purpofs fall ta. 

** For in this land is nane trewly 

" Wate things to cum fa weill as I. 645 

** Ye pafs now furth on your wiage, 

** To wenge the harme, and the owtrage, 

** That IngliJJfnen has to yow done ; 

** Bot yow wat not quhat kyne forton 

<* Ye mon drey in your werraying, 650 

*• Bot wyt ye weill, withoutyn lefing, 

** That fra ye now haiff takyn land, ^ 

*' Nane fa mychty, na fa ftrenth^e of han^ /"./^ 

*' Sail ger yow pafs owt of your countre 

*♦ Till all to yow abandownyt be. 655 

** Within fchort tymc ye fall be King, 

*' And haiff the land to your liking, 

^* And ourcum your fe)ris all. 

** Bot fele anoyis thole ye fall, 

** Or that your purpofs end haiff tane 5 66a 

" Bot ye fall thaim ourdryve ilkane. 

*' And, that ye trow this fekyrly, 

" My twa fonnys with yow fall I 

'* Send to tak part of your trawaill ; 

«' For I wate weill thai fall not feiU 665 

« To be rewardyt weill at rycht, 

« Quhen ye ar heyit to your myc^t," 

The 
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The KiNO^ that herd ail hyr ciwrpUig, 
Thankyt hyr in mckill thii^. 
For fche cumfort hym fum detll, 67© 

The quheyir he trow that not fuU wdU 
Hyr fpek, for he had grct ferly 
How fche fuld wyt it fckyrly. 
As it was wondirfuU pcr&y 
How ony manys fciencc may 675 

Knaw things tiaat ar to cum, 
Determyoabilly, all or fimu 
Bot gifF that he infpyrit war 
OfFhym, that all thing euirmar 
Seyis in hys prefens. 68d 

As was Dauid, and Jeremy, 
Samuell, Jobll, and Ysai, 
That at, throw his haly grace, gan tcU 
Fele things that cftir fell* 

Bot the prophets fe thyn ar fawyn, 685 

That nane in erd now is knawyn. 

Bot fele folk ar facuryoufe, 
And to wyt things cowatoufs, 

Ver. 668. Robert may perhaps have ufed a ftratagcm hi 
this bufinefs, to encourage his adherents j for as he had all 
the prowefs of an ancient hero, fo he had all the wifdora, 
and art, and confummate policy. This old wonaan may 
have been to hina as Egeria to Numay oir the white hind to 
Seitorius. 

Ver, 687* Our poet here goes into a digreffion, very 
fenfible for the time, on aftrology, and thence paffcs to 

necromancy, ver. 747 • 

1 nat 
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That thai, throw thajr gret clergy, 

Or ellys throw thair dewilry, 6go 

On thir twa maners males fanding 

Off things to cum to haiffknawing. 

Ane off thaim is aiixologi, 

Quhar clerkys, that ar witty, 

May knaw conjonndtions off planets, 695 

And quheyir that thair courfs thaim fetts. 

In foft fegs, or in angry ; 

And off the hewyn all halyly ^ 

How that the difpofitioun 

Suld apon things wyrk hyr doim 5 700 

On regiones, or on climats. 

That wyrkys not ay quhar agats, 

Bot fum quhar lefs, and fum quhar mar, 

Eftyr as thair bemys ftrekyt ar, 

'Othir all ewyn, or on wry, 705 

Bot me thinks it war gud marftry 

Till ony aftrolog to fay 

This fall fall her, and on this day. 

For thoucht a man hys lyff haly 

Studyt fwa in aftrology, 710 

That on fternys hys hewid he brak. 

The wyfs man fayis he fuld not mak 

All hys lyff certan^dayis thre ; 

And yheit fuld he ay doute quhill he 

Saw how that it come till endjmg j -yi^ 

Than is that na cenane demyng. 

Or giff the men, that will ftudy 

.In the craft off aftrology. 
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Knaw all menys natioun, 

And knew the conftellatioun 72O 

That kynd lik maners gifs thai till^ 

For to inclyne to gud or ill ; 

How that thai throw fcience of clergi. 

Or throw flycht ofFaftrology, 

Couth tell quhat kyn perill appers, 725 

To thaim that haldys kynd lik maners $ 

I trow that thai fuld &ile to (ay 

The things that thaim happyn may. 

For quhethir fa men inclynit be 

To vertue, or to mawyte, 730 

He mycht rycht weill refrcnye hys wlll^ 

Othir throw nurtur, or throw (kill : 

And to the contrar turne hym all. 

And men has mony tyme fene fall 

That men kyndly till ill will gewyn, 735 

Throw thair gret wit away has drewyn 

Thair ill ; and worthin off gret rcnoun 

Magre the conftellatioun. 

As Aristotill, giffas men redys, 

He had folowyt hys kyndly deds, 740 

He had bene fals and cowatoufs ; 

Bot hys wyt maid hym vertuoufs. 

And fen men may on this kyn wyfs 

Wyrk agaync that courfs, that is 

Pryncipaill caufs off thair; demyng, 745 

Methjnk thair deyme na certane things 

Nygromancy 
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Nygromancy the othyr is, 
That kennys men on fyndry wyfs. 
Throw ftalwart conj^urationys. 
And throw exortiyationys, 750 

To ger fpyrits to thalm apper, 
And gifF anfucrs on fer maner. 
As quhylum did the Phitones, 
That quhen Saul abayfyt wes 
OfF the Phel^yny$\ mycht, 755 

Rayfyt, throw hyr mekill flycht, 
Samuel's fpyrite als tite, 
Or in hys fted the iwill fpyrite. 
That gaiff rycht graith anfuer hyr to. 
Bot off hyrfelff rycht nocht wyft fche. ^ 760 
And man is into dreding ay 
Off things that he has herd (ay ; 
Namly off things to cum quhill he 
Knaw off the end the certante. 
And fen thai ar in fic wenyng, 765 

Forowtyne certante off wytting, 
Methink quha fayis he knawis things 
To cum, he makys gret gabbings. 

Bot quheythir fche that tauld the Kino 
How hys purpofs fuld tak ending, 770 

Wenyt, or wyft it uttirly, 
It fell eftir aU halyly 
As fche faid. For fyne King was he ; 
And off full mekill renounne. 

THE END OF BUKE IV. 
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ARGUMENT. 

The King ' arrives in Carrie ; and ixnth four 
hundred men beginnis the deliveraunce of his 
kingrikfra the Inglis garrifouns.'-^Schir Hekry 
de Persy j'f^^j.— -Douglas he Jiratagem taks 
tis awin caflel in Douglafdale. — Schir K\tiLEK 
de V ALL AKGE fends Umfraville till quell the 
King. — UMFRAyiLi.B hrihis three of the 
King's men to murder hinty hot he kills the 
iraitours. 
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X H I S wis in ver, quhen winter tid. 
With bys blafts hydwyfs to bide, 
Was ourdcjnvyn : and birds fmale. 
As turtw and the nychtyngale^ 
BegoutQ rycht farioUy to fyng ; 5 

And for to mak in thair fingyng 
Swete nots, and fownys fer. 
And melodys plefand^to her. 
And trees begouth^tojtna px/fi-- 

Burgeans, and brych Jblomys alfua, 10 

To wyn the belying off thair hewid, ^ 

That wykkyt wyatir had thaim rewid. A #-• r*^^^ 

And all grefiyS begouth to fpryng* 
Into that tytne the. nobill King, 
With hys flote, and a few mengye, 15 

Thre hundir I trow thai mycht be, 

Vcr. 1. Spring, 1307. P'er is Icelandic as well as 
Latin for fpring. The defcription is pretty. 

Vol- I. Js K Is 
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Is to the fe, oute oS Araniy 
A litill foroutfa ewyn gone. 

Thai rowyt fiift, with all fliair mycht, 
Till th^t apon tjijiim fell the nycht^ 20 

That woux myrk apon gret mancr, ^ 
Swa that thai wyft not quhar thai wer. 
For thai na nedtQ had, na ftane ; 
Bot rowyt sdwayis intill ane^ 
Styrand all tyme ag^n the fyr, 25 

That thai (aw brypand lycht and fchyr. 

It was bot aucQtur thaim led : 
And thai in fchort tyme fii thaun fped, ^ 

That at the fyr arywyt thai; 
And went to land bpt mar delay* 30 

And CuTBBRT, tbat has fene the fyr. 
Wis full oiF angyr, and off ire ; 
For he durft not do it away ; 
And w'*^ alfua dowtand ay 
Thai hys lord fiild pafe to isy 35 

Tharfbr thair cumtnyn waytit he : 
And met thaim at diair arywing* 
He wis wejle fone bjKxtcht to the tCiKG, 
That fperyt at hym how he had done. 
And he with far hart tauld hym fene^ 4^ 

How that he fiiad nane weiU lyfSuid, 
Bot all war &yis, that he iknd* 
And that the Lord the Pjersy, 
Widi ner tbire hundir in cumpany. 

Was 
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Was in the cailel) thar befid, 45 

Fullfellyt off difpyt and prid. 

Bot ma than twa parts offhys rowt 

War herberyt in the toune without } 

"And difpytyt yow mar, Schir King, 

** Than men may difpyt ony thing." 50 

Than faid the King, in full gret ire, 

• Tratour, quhy maid yow than the fyr ?' 

« A ! Schyr,'* &id he, « fa God me fe ! 

*' The fyr wis newyr maid for me. 

** Na, or the nycht, I wyft it not i 55 

« Bot fra I wyft it weill I thocht 

** That ye, and haly your mengye, 

** In hy fuld put yow to the fe. 

** Forthy I cifm to mete yow her, 

*' To tell perills that may apper." 6q 

The King wes off hys fpek angry. 
And afkyt hys priwe men, in hy, 
Quhat at thaim thocht wes beft to do. 
Schyr Eduuard fryft anfueryt tharto» 
Hys brodyr that wis fwa hardy, 65 

And {aid s " I fay yow fekyrly 

«Thar 

Ver. 45. The caftle of Tumbeny in Carrick, the pa- 
trimonial country of Sruce, whoie anc^ftort were earls qf 
Carrick } and who Uience eypef^ed to find the people thert 
more attached to him, than thoie of any other part of 
Scotland. 

Ver. 65. Prince Edward's chai-a£ler will appear to th^ 

reader, from the account of his aaion^ in Ireland detailed in 

. K » this 
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** Thar fall na perill, that may be, 

'' Dryve me eftfonysto the fe. 

" Myne auentur her tak will I, 

<' Quhethir it be esfuU or artgry/' yo 

* Brodyr/ he faid, ' fen yow will fua, 

* It is gud that we famyn ta, 

< Diflefe or efe, or payne or play, 

* Eftyr as God will us purway. 

* And fen men fay that the Persy yr 

* Myne heritage will occupy ; 

* And hys menye fa ner us lyis, 

* That us difpyts mony wyfs ; 

* Ga we, and wenge fum off the difpyt.c/ 

* And that may we haiff done als tite ; 80 

* For thai ly traiftlv, but dreding 

* Off us, or offowr her cummyng. 

* And tho^h we fleping flew thaim all, 
' Repruff tharof na man fall, 

* For werrayour na forfs fuld ma, ' g^ 
' Quheythir he mycht ourcum his fa 

' Throw ftrenth, or throw futelte ; 

* Bot that gud faith ay haldyn be.* 

Quhen this wis faid thai went thair wzy; 
And to the toune fone cummyn ar thai, 90 

Sa priwily, but noyifs making. 
That nane perfawyt thair cummyng. 

this poem, to have been bold to excefs, and untempercd by 
the prudence which (hincs in that of his brother the king. 
Ver. S 7 • Dolus an virtus, quis in btjfie requirit. 

Thai 
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Thai (kalyt throw the towne in hy ; 
And brak up durs fturdely, 
And flew all that thai mycht ourtalc ; 95 

And thai> that ha defence mcaJ^ht inak,- 
Full petowfly gan rar and c^^ 
AM thai flew thaim difpitowfly. 
As thai that war in fall gud will 
To wenge the angyr, and the ill, 100 

That thai, and thairs, had thaim wrocht; 
With fa feloun will thaim foucbt, . 
That thai flew thaim euir ilkane, . 
Owtane Makd6well hym allane, . 
That efcbapy t, thrdw gret flycht^ ': 105 

And throw the myrknes ,off the nycht. 
fi 

In the caftell the Lord the Persy 
Hard weill the noyis, and the cry : 
Sa did the men, that within wer^ 
And full effraytly gatth^ir ger. HO 

Bot ofF thaim, wis nane fa hardy. 
That euir ifchyt fourth to the cry. 
In fic effray thai baid that nycht, 
Till on the morn, that day wes lycht s 
And than fefyt into party 1 15 

The noyis, the flawchtyr, and the cry. 

The King gert be depertyt then 
All hale the reff amang the men, 
And duellyt all ftiU thar dayis thrc. 
Sic hanfell to that fplk gaifF he, 1 20 

K 3 Rycht 
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Kycbt in the fyrft begiimytig, 
Newiings at hys arywyng* 

Quhen thit the King, and hys folk, War 
Arywyt, as I tauld yow ar, 

A quhill in Karryk Icyndyt hc^ 1%$ 

To fe quha freynde, or £1, wald b^ 
Bot he fand litill tendj^rnefs. 
And nocbt ibrthy die puple we$ 
Inclynyt till hym in party } 
Bot Inglifs men fa angrdy 13^ 

Led thaim with daunger^ and widi aw^ 
Tfant thai na freyndfchip durft hym fchaw* 
Bot a lady oflFdiat cuntre, 
That wis till hym in ner degre 
Offcofynage, wis wondir biyth 135 

Off hys arywyng ; alfwyth 
Sped hyr till hym, in full gret hy^ 
With fourty men in cumpany : 
And betaucht thaim all to the KiNC^ 
Till help hym in hys werraying^ 140 

And he refaw}rt thaitn in daynte. 
And hyr full gredy thankyt he ; 
And fperyt tythands off the QuB ynb. 
And off hys freynd^ all bedene, 
That he had left in that countre, 145 

Quhen that he put hym to the fe* 
And iche hym tauld> fichand full tuy 
How that hys brothyr takyn war 

In 
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In At cskMl oS KyUftff^ 

And deftroyit fa welanyfly : 156 

And the Erie of Athall alfua. 

And how the Qy eynb, and othyr ma, 

'^'hat till hys party wer hddand, 

Wsir tane, and led in Ingkndj 

'And put in feloun prifoune. 155 

And how that Cristole off Setoukt 

Was flayn, gretftnd fche tauld the Kikg^ 

That forowfuU wes off that tithing. 

And faid, quhen ha had thocht a thraw, 

Thir words, that I fall yow fchaw. 160 

« Mlacc," he b^iy ** for luff ctf me, 

«* And for thair mekUl lawt^ 

<< Thailt nobill men, and thail^ wordiy, 

« Ar deftroyit la welanyfly I 

« Bot and I leyff in lege powyfte, 16 J 

« Thar deid rycht.weill M wengyt be. 

« The King the quheyr off IngUmd 

«< Thocht that the kynryk off Scotland 

<( Was to litill to tfaaim, and me^ 

« Tharfor he vdU it mya all be, 170 

<^ Bot off gud CRisToxa^ off Setovk, 

« That was off liaobiU renoun, 

« That he fuld dey war grct pit^ 

«< Bot quhar worfchip myt prowyt be. 

Ver, 151. The catrl of Athole was executed as a tndtor at 
London. SeQ AmiUij ii. 14. 

Ver. 156. Sir Chriftopher Seton, who had married the 
Icing^s fiftoTy was executed at Dumfriest Ibidm 

K4 The 
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The King fichand thus maid hys nmyn; 175 
And the lady hyr leyff has tajme : 
And went hyr hame till hyr w^onyng» 
And fele fy(s comfort the King 
Bath with filuer, and with mete, 
Sic as fche in the land mycht get» iSo 

And he oft ryot all the land. 
And maid all hys that euir he fand $ 
And fyne drew hym till the hycht^ . 
To ftynt bcttir hys fayis mychu 

In all that tyme wis the Persy, iZg" 

With a full fympill cumpany. 
In Turnberyfs caftell lyand. 
For the King Robert fwa dredand^ 
That he durft not ifch fiirth to &yr 
Fra thence to the caftell offJyry 199 

That wis then full ofF Inglifmen i 
Bot lay lurkand as in a den. 
Till the men off Nortbummyrland 
Suld cum armyt, and with ftrang hand 
Conwoy hym till hys cuntre, I95> 

For hys faynd till thaim fend he» 
And thai in hy afTemblyt then, 
Pafiandy I weyne, a thoufand men ; 
And a(kyt awifement thaim amang, 
Quheythir that thai fuld duell or gang, 200 

Bot 



Digitized by 



Google 



-B XT K 'E -Vi: T *37 

Bet thai war (kowurand wondir far, 

Sa far ijito Scotland for to far. ^ 

For a knycht, Schyr Gawter the Lele, 

Said it wis all to gret perill«^ 

Sa ner thir fodjourys to <ga. 205 

This fpek.difcojEnfort tfaaim fwa, 

That thai had left all thair wyage, 

Na war a knycht off gret corage, . ' 

That Schyr Roger off Saint Jhon hycht, 

That thaim comfort with all hys mycht. 7.v$ 

And fik words to thaim. gan (ay. 

That thai all famyn held thair way ' 

Till Tir«**ry,quhar the Persy 

Lap on, and went with thaim in by 

In Ingland hys caftell till, ^15 

Forowtyne diftrowblync or ilU 

Now in Ingland is the Persy,. 
Quhar I trow he a quhill fall ly, 
Or that he fchap hym for to fayr 
To werray Carryk ony mar, 2^20 

For he wyft he had na rycht ; 
And als he dreid the Kii^s mycht, 
That in Garryk wes trawailland. 
In the maift ftrenth off the land* 

Quhar Jamys off Dowglas, on a day, 225 
Come to the Kyng, and gan h)rm fay, 
*' Schyr, with your levc, I wald ga fe 
^ How diat thai do in my cuntre \ 

« And 

10^ ll^Cii 
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^ And quhow.my men dematiyt ar. 

^ For it an^oyis me wondir fait 9t3d 

^ That the Clyitfurd, ft peftbyity, 

^ Brukys and haldys the fe yyow^ r- 

«* That fuld be mync with all kyn rycht. 

<< Bot quhill I lyiF, and maybsufF mytht 

^ To lede a yowman) or a ivrayne^ 235 

** He fall not bruk it but bargayne." 

Thf KiKG ftid, < Certs I cannot Te 

* How that yow yiSSi may fekyr be 
^ Into that country for to ftr, 

* Quhar Inglt/s wn ft mychty ar 5 * 240^ 
^ And yow wate Aocht quha i» thy freynd/ 

He faid, ^ Scbyr, hedways t will wend^ 
<^t/ /4t^'** And tak the auentur God will gyfli 
" Quithyr it be to dcy or lyff.'* 
The KiNG/aid, < Sen it is fwa, 245 

* That you fie yaf nyng haft to ga, 

< Yow fall pafs forth ¥rith my biyfling. 

* And giff Ae hapnys ony thing 

* That anoyis or fcaithfoll be, 

< I pray ye iped ye fofte to me $ 25O 
^ And tak we £imyn quhateuir may ftll*' 

^< I grante/* he faid : and tharwithall 
He lowtyt ; and hy$ kve has tftne. 
And towart hys cuntre is he gane« 

Now takys James hys wiage 255 

Towart Dowglas^ hys heritage, 

WiA 
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With twa yemcn, fordwtyn ma; 

That wis a fimple ftuff td ta, 

A land or a caftell to wyfi. 

The quhcyr he^yarnyt to begyn a6tJ 

To bring-purpofs till ending; 

For gud help is in gud begynftyng. 

For^d begynny^ng, and hardy, 

Giff itbc fblowit wittily. 

May ger offiTyfs unlildy thing afi^ 

Cum to full conabill ending. V 

Swa did it her; hot he wii wyfs, 

And faw he mycht, on na kyn Wyfi, 

Werray hys fa with ewyn mycht, 

Tharfor he thocht to wyrk with flycbt* atytj 

And in Dowgkfdakj hys cu^tr6, 

Apon an ewynnyng entryt he. 

And then a man w^tinyt tharby, ^ ^ 

That was off freyhds Weill mychty. 

And rych of moWe, and off cateill ; 27^ 

And had bene till hys fadyf leill ; 

And till hymfelff, in hys ytethed, 

He haid done mony a thankiull deid. 

Thom Dicson wis hys name perfay. 

Till hym he fend ; 4nd gan hym pray a8^ 

That he wald cum tli sEHvnarly, 

For to fpck Ijrith hym priucly. 

And he bot daunger till hym gais ; 

Bot fra he tauld hym quhat he wats. 

He gret for joy, and for pit^ a8s 

And hym rycht till hy$ houfs had he. 
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Quhar in a cham^fe priuely 

He held hym, and hy$ ciunpany. 

That nane had off hym. perfawiog* 

OfF mctCy and drink^ and othyr things 29a 

That mycht thaim eyfs^ thai had plente. 

Sa wroucht he ^row futelte> 

That all the lele n)en oiFthat land». 

That with hys fadyr war duelland^ 

This gud man gert cum, ane and ane^ 295 

And mak hym manrent tuir iU:aae> 

And he hymfeliFfyrft. homage maid. 

DowGLAS in hart gret glaidfchip haid> 

That the gud men off* hys cuntre 

Wald fwagi^e till hym h/undfth he^ / J^ 30a 

He fperyt the con\vyne off the land^ 

And quha the caftell had in hand. 

And thai hym taul.d all halyly ; 

And fyne amang thaim priu|ly - ^^ 

'JThai ordanyt, ^hat he fiill fuld be 305 

In hiddillis, and in priwete^ 

Till Palme Sond^y, (hat wis.ner hand. 

The thrid day. eftyr folowand* 

For than the.folk ofF that cuntre 

Aflcmblyt at the kyrk wald be, Jlo' 

And thai, that in t^e caftell Wcr, 

Wald als be thar thair palmys to berj 

As folk that had na dred of ill j 

For thai thocht all wis at thair will. 

Thxn fuld he cum with hys twa men,' 315. 

Bot, for that men fuld not hym ken^ 

He 
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He fuld a mantill haiff auld and bar. 

And a flaill, as he a threfscher war. 

Undir the mantiU not forthy 

'He fuld be armyt priuely. 3a© 

And quhen the men oiFhy^ cuntre. 

That fuld all boune befor hym be, 

Hys enfonye mycht her hym cry, 

Then fuld thai full enforcely, 

Rycht in the myddys the kirk, af&ill 325 

The Inglifmen with hard bataill, 

Swa that nane mycht efchaip tharfra; 

For tharthrouch trowyt thai to ta 

The caftell, that befid wis ner. 

And quhen thys, that I tell yow her, 33d 

Was deuifyt, and undirtane. 

Ilk ane till hys fabufe hame is gane i 

And held this fpek in priuity, 

Till the day off thair affembly. 

The folk apon the foi ' moun day ^^^^^^^^ 
Held to Sayint Brids kyrk thair way;' 

Ver. 317. The clofe veil with lleeves, and mantle or 
clokc over it, in the Spanifli fafhion, vrei-e long the drefe of 
the men in Scotland, poor as well as rich. See Feklu H ike 
Ptajj and other old Scotifli poe)n8« 

Ver. 3^3. The enfigny was the word of war, generally 
the name of the leader. 

Ver. 334. The Irifli Saint Brigit was much revered in 
Scotland : and one ,of the earlteli: churches in the country 
was dedicated to her. .See the CbronUon PiBorum in Innes't 
^iTay. 

Palm-funday was the 19th of Marcb> in 1307. 

And 
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And that tkit in the caftell war 

Ifchyt owt) bs^th Ics and mar. 

And went thair palmjs for to bcr ; 

Owtane a cuk and a porter. 340 

James off Dowgi.A8 off thair cummyng. 

And quhat thai war, had Mritting. 

And fped hym till the kyrk in hy; 

Bot or he cofne, to haftily 

Anc off hys cryt, Dowglas ! Dowglas ! 345 

Thomas Dickson, that nerreft was 

Till thaim that war off the caftell, 

That war all innoqth the chancell, 

Qtthen he Ddwglas ! fwa hey herd cry, 

Drew owt hys fwerd j and fellely 350 

Rufchyt amang thaim to and frai 

Bot ane or twa, forowtyn ma. 

Then in hy war left Ijr^nd, 

Quhill Dowglas come rycht at hand. 

And then enforcyt on thaim the cry, 355 

Bot thai the chanfell ftuidely 

HcM, and thaim defendyt wele, 

Till off thair men wis flayne fum dell. 

Bot the Dowglas Twa weiU hym bar. 

That all the men, that with hym war, 360 

Had comfort off hys weiU doyingj 

And he hym fparyt na kyn things 

Bot prowyt fa hys force in fycht^ 

That throw hys worfchip, and hys mych^ 

Hys 
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Hys men fa kcyaly helpyt than, 565 

That thai the chanfeU on thainn waiu 

Than dang thai on fa bardely. 

That in fchort tyme men mycht fe ly 

The twa part dede, or than deand. 

The lave war fefytfone in hand. 3ya 

Swa that off thr«ty levyt nane, 

That thai ne war flayne ilkan, er tane, 

James off Dow^las, quhen this wis done. 
The prifoners has he tane cdfone ; 
And, with thaim off hys cumpany^ 37 j 

Tpwart the caftell n^nt in hy. 
Or noyifs, or cry, fuld fyfs. 
And for he wald thaim fone furpryfs. 
That lewyt in the caftell war, 
Thai war but twa forewtyn mar, 380 

Fyve men, or fex, befor fend he. 
That fand all opyn the entre. 

And entr]rt^ and die porter tuk 

Rycht at the yate, and fyne the cuk. 

With that D0W01.AS come to the yztL " 385 

Ami entryt in, forowtyn debate ; ' ' 

And fend the mete ^1 redy grathit. 

With burdys fet, and cladiis layit* i 

The yhatts then he gtrt fper. 

And fat) and eyt all at layfer. 39O 

6ypc all the guds turffyt thai. 

That thaim thocht diai mycht haiff away. 

And 
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A^/ft f'l And BMidf-wapnys^ and artnyng^ 
SQuer, and trefour, and clethyng ; 
WySallis, that mycht nocht turfyt be, 395 

On this maner deftroyit he ; 
All the wifbllis e wtm lalt, ot^t^^^ o 

AIs quheyt> and flour, and meill, and malt^ 
In the wyne fellar gert he bring ; 
And famyn on the fiur all flyng* . 400 

And the prifoners that he had tane 
Rycht tharin gert he heid ilkane ; 
Syne oiFhe townnys the heids outftrak ; 
A foule melle thar gane he mak. 
For meill) and malt, and blud, and wyne, 405 
Ran all togeddyr in a ipellyne. 
That wes unfemly for to fe. 
Tharfor the men ofF that coimtre 
For fwa fele thar mellyt wer, 
Callyt it the Dowglai Lardner* y 410 

Syne tuk he fait, as J[^ hard tell, •/^ 
And ded horfs, and fcM-d^ the Well, i^ 
And brynt all, oujtakyn ftdne ; 
And is forth, with hys mengyeygayne 
'I'ill hys refett ; for hym thocht weill, 4i'5 

Giff he had haldyn the caftell, <.^. 

It had bene aflegyt raith ; 
And that hym thocht to mekill waith« 
For he ne had hop oiFrefkewyng. 
And it is to peralous thing 420 

. Ver. 403. He dafhed off the tops of the tuns of wine. 

In 
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Qubar want is off thir things thrc, 

Wiftaill, or mtii with thjiir armyng, . . \ 

Or than gud hop ofF refcuyng. 

And for he dred thir things fuld faile, 425 

He chefyt furthvyart to trawaill, 

Qubar he mycht at hys largcs be ; 

And fwa dryve furjth hys defiant* 

On this wyfe wis the caftell tan, 
And flayne that war tharin ilkanc# 430 

The DowGLAS fyne all hys menye . 
Gert in fer placis depertyt be ; 
For men fuld wyt (]uhar thai war, . . 
That yeid depertyt her and thar* 
Thaim that war woiyndyt gert he ly 435 

Intill hiddillis, all priuriy ; 

And gert gud leches till thaim bring, 

Quhill that thai war intill heling. 

And hymfelff, with a few menye, 

Quhile ane, quhile twa, and qtihile thre, 440 

And umquhill all hym allane. 

In hiddilis throw the land is gane. . 

Sa dred he Inglifs menAys mycht, 

That he durft not weile cum in fycht. 

For thai war that tyme all weldand 445 

As maift lords, our all the land. . 

Bot tythands, that fcalsfone, 
'^Off this deid that Dowglas has done, 

Vol. I. L Co^ie 
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Come to the Cliffurd his ere, in bjr^ 

That for his tynfiuU was fary j 45^ 

And menyt hys men that thai had flayne. 

And fyne has to purpofs tane. 

To big the caftell up agayne. 

Tharfor, as man of mekiil mayne. 

He affemblyt grct cumpany, 455 

And till Dowglas he went in hy. 

And biggyt up the caftell fwyth ; 

And maid it rycht ftalwart and ftydi i 

And put tharin wifbdjis, and men. 

Ane oflF the Thyr w allys then ^f>^ 

He left behind hym capitanc, 

And fyne till Ingknd went agayn^. 

e 

Into Carryk vis the King, 
With a full fymple gadryng ; 
He paffyt not twa hundbr men. 465 

Bot Schyr Eduuard, hys brodyr, Acn 
Wes in Galloway^ weill ner hym by, 
With hym ane othyr cumpany. 
That held the ftrenthis off the land. 
For thai durft not ycit talc on hand 47^ 

Till ourrid the land planly. 
For off Walence Schyr Ambry . ♦ 

Was intill Eiynhurgb lyand. 
That yeit was wardane off the land, 

Vcr. 463. The eaftcm woods and wilds of Carrick were 
}ong the refuge of our hero. 



Digitized by 



Google 



: B IT K E T. I47 

tindimeyth Ac Inglifs King. 475 

And quhen he herd ofFtht cummyng 

Off King Robert, and hjrs meniye, 

Into Carry k ; and how that he 

Haid flayne ofFthe Persys men; 

Hys cunfaill he aflemblyt then. 480 

And, with aflent off hys cunfaill, 

He fenl till Ar^ hym till affaill, 

Schyr Ingrame BeiiL, that wie hardy, 

And with him a gret cumpany. 

And quben Sdiyr Ingrame cummyn wis thar, 
Hym thocht not fpcidfuU for till far, 486 

Till aflaile hym into the hycht. 
Tharfor he thocht to Wyrk with flycht; 
And lay Aill in the caft«ill than. 
Till he gat fperyng that a man 49O 

Off Carrik^ that wes fley and wycht, 
And a man als off mekill mycht, 
As off the men off that c^untre 
Was to the Kiiig Robert majll priue. 
And he that wis his fib man n^r, 495 

And quhen he wald, forowtyn danger, 
Mycht to the Kings prefence ga. 
Tharquheyr he, and hys fonnys twa. 
War wonnand ftill in die cuntre, * 
For thai wald not perfawyit be, 500 

That thai war fpeciall to the King, 
Thai maid hym mony tyme warnyng, 

L 2 Quhcn 
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Qohen that thai hys tynlaill mycht fe» 

Forthy in thaim aflFyit he. 

Hys name can I not tell perfay. 505 

Bot Ik haifFherd fyndry men fay 

That he wis the maift dowtit man 

Th^t in Carrik l^wyt than. 

And quhen Schyr Ikgrame gat witting ' 
Forfuth this wis' na gabbing, 5^^ 

Eftyr hym in hy he fent; 
And he come at hys cummandment. 
Schyr Ingrame^ that wis fley and wifi, 
Tretyt with hym than on fie wyfs, 
Tl^at he maid fekyr undertaking 515 

S^trefounjf for to flay the King* 
And he fuld haifF for hys feruice, 
GiiFhe ftillfillyt thair diuice, 
Weill fourty pounds worth oiFland 
Till hym, and till hys ayrs ay laftand. 520 

The trefoune thus is undirtane ; 
And he hame till hys houfs is gane. 
And wattyt opportunite 
For to fuUfiU hys mawyte. 

In gret perill than was the KiKG, 525 

That off this trefoun^yft na thing. 
For he, that he traiftS£maift of ane, 
Hys dede falfly has undertane ; 



,j^l^H tttJ f^r^ t^r/te^-^'^'f 



And 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



B U K E V. 149 

And nane may betreyfs tyttar than he 

That man in trowis leawte. 530 

The Kino in hym traiftyt: forthy 

He had fullfiUyt hys felouny, 

Ne war the Ki^g, throw Godds grace, 

Gate hale witting off hys purchyace i 

And how, and for how mekill land, 535 

He tuk hys flauchtyr apon hand, 

I Wate not quha the warnyng maid; 
Bot on all tyme fie hap he had, 
That quhen men fchup thatm to be baifs. 
He gate witting tharoff alwayis. 540 

And mony tyme, as I herd fay. 
Throw wemen, that he wyth wald play. 
That wald tell all that thai mycht her. 
And fwa mycht happyn that it fell her. 

Bot quhow that euir it fell, perde, 545 

I trow he fall the warrer be, 
N^forthy, thertratour ay 
Had in h3rs thocht, bath night and day. 
How he mycht beft bring till ending 
Hys trefounabill undertaking. 550 

' Ver, 541, Robert was, like Henry IV, of France, of an 
amorous comple^^ion, but even this his prudence turned to hit 
intereft, whereas Henry's would have ruined his. affairs, if 
he had not been much indebted to fortune. Caefar is alfo 
faid to have ufed Cupid^s bow as a political machine. 

^S^ U^^^j'- L3 Ti^ 
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Till he u&bethinkand hym, at the laft» 

latill hys hart gan undercaft^ 

That the King had in cuftonue zj 

For to ryfs arly ilk day, 

And pafs wciU far from bys mcnye, 555 

Quhen he wald p»fs to the prew^ 

And fek a cowert hym allanc ; 

Or at the maift with hym ane. 

Thar thocht he, with hys fonnys twa. 

For to furpfyfs the Kino, aod fla. . 560* 

And fyne went to the wod thair way i 

Bot yXeit o£F purpois failit thai. 

And not forthy thai come all thre 

In a cowert, that wis priw^, 

Quhar the King oft wis wont to ga, 565 

Hys priwe nedya for to ma* 

Thair hid thai thaim till hys cummyng* 
And the King, into the mornjmg^ 
Raifs quhen that hys liking wes, 
And rycht towart that cowert gais, 570 

Quhar Hand war the tratours three^ 
For to do thar hys priuete. 
To trefoun tuk he than na heid : 
Bot he was wont, quhareuir he yeid, 
Hys fwerd about hys hals to her ; 575 

And that awaillyt hym gretle ther. 

For 

Vc<'> 57 5« '^he long two-handed fword was ufually hung 
round the neck, as its length forbad any other mode. In 

battle 
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For had not God all thing weldand 

Sic help indll hys awyne hand. 

He had bene dede, withowtyn dreid* 

A chamber page thar with hym yeid« 580 

And fwa, forowtyn falowis ma, 

Towart the cowert gan he ga« 

Now ^t God help the nobill KiKC» 
He is nerhand tiU hys endingt 
For that cowert, that he yeid till, 585 

Wes Oil the totfayr fid a hiU, 
That nane off hys nden mycht it fe. 
Thydderwart went hys page and be. 
And he cummyn wes in the fchaw. 
He law the thre cum all on raw 590 

Agaynis hym, full fhirdely : 
Than till hys boy he (aid in hy, 
^ Yon men Will flay us, and thai may. 
•* Quhat wapyn has yow ? *' * Ha Schyr, perfiiy, 
< I haiiFbot a bow, and a wyr.' 59 j 

« Giff me thaim fmertly bath." < A ! Schyr, 
^ How gate will you that I do ? ' 
^' Stand on fer and behald us to, 
^' Giff ypw feis me abowyn be, 
^ Yow fall haiff wappynys gret plente : 600 

** And gifFI dey withdraw yow fonc" 
With thir words, forowtyn hone, 

battle the ihidd was generally fufpended from the ntck^ 
that both hands might be ofed in offence, 
Ver. 595. A nAffr ii an arrow. 

^/^. /etr L 4 He 
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He tite the bow owt off hys hand, 

For the tratours wer ncr cummand. 

The fadyr had a fwerd bot mar ; 605 

The tothyr bath fwerd and hind ax bar; 

The thrcd a fwerd had and a fpcr. 

The King perfawyt, be thair aflFer, 

That all wes as men had hym tauld. 

** Traitouci" he faid, '' yow has me fauld, 61O 

" Cum na forthyr ; bot hald thee thar. 

•* I.. will you cum na farthyr mar.* 

* A ! Schyr, u^ethink yow,' faid he, 

* How ner that I fuld to yow be. 

* Quha fuld cum ner yow bot I ? ' 615 
The King faid, " I will fekerly 

f* That yow, at thp tyme, cum not ncr ; 

" Yow may fay quhat yow will on fcr," 

Bot he, withfals words flechand, 

Was with hys twa fonnys cummand. 62b 

Q^hen the King faw he wald not let, 

^ot ay come on fenyeand ^fet. 

He ^tflyt the wyir^ and let it fley. 

And hyt the fadyr in the ey, 

Till it rycht in the harnys ran, 625 

And he bakwart fell doun rycht than* 

The brodyr, that the hand ax bar, 

Swa faw hys fadyr Hand thar, 

A gyrd rycht to the King couth he maik. 

And with the ax hym ourftraik. 63a 

'Bot he, that had hys fwerd on hycht, 

Roucht hym fie rout, in randoun rycht, 

* . That 
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That he the hede till the harny;^ claifF, 

And dede doun till the erd hym draiflF, 

The tothyr brodyr, that bar the fper, 635 

Saw hys brodyr fallin thcr, 

And with the fper, as angry man, 

With a raifs till the King he ran. 

Bot the King, that hym drcd fiimthing, 

Waytyt the fper in the cummyng, 649 

And with a wyflc the hed off ftrak ; 

And or the tothyr had toyme to tak 

Hys fwerd, the King (ic fwak him gaiff^ 

That he the hede till the harnys claiff. 

He rufchyt doun off blud all reid, 645 

And quhen the King faw thai war deid, 
All thre lyand, he wepit his brand. 
With that hys boy come faft rynnand. 
And faid, ' Our Lord mot lowyt be, 

* That grauntyt yow mycht and powftc 650 

* To fell the felny, and the prid, 
« Off thir thre in fwa litill tid/ 

The King faid, ** Sa our Lord me fe, 

•* Thai had bene worthy men all thre 5 

« Had thai not bene full off trefoun : 655 

" Bot that maid thair.confufioun.*' 
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ARGUMENT. 

T%e KiKG alane be nicht dtfconfits twa hundred 
GahuegianSi and tills fourtein.'^^The poet fitting 
the miraculous hew of ibis taky the onliejik in his 
warij gies a Hie enfampil fra Theban Jlorie.^-^ 
Prais of wfirfiip or curage. — Duglas kiUs 
TniKLWAhL.'^Schir Aymbr de V allange, 
and JoHS ofLoRSj advaunce again the Kingy 
quba retraitsy but iilb fvc of LoEnV men. 
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JL H £ King is went till hjs lodgyi^. 
And off this deid fone come tythyng * # 

Till Schyr Iugrame the Umfrawill, Y' '^V. 

That thocht with futelte, and with gyle, 
Haid all feilyeit in that place* c 

Tharfor anoyit fwa he was. 
That he agayne to Lothyane 
Till Schyr Amer hys gate has tane. 
And till hym tauld all hale the cafs 
That tharoff all ^ wondryt wais, 10 

How ony man ia fodanly 
Mycht do fo gret chewalry. 
As did the King, that tyme allane 
Wengeance ofF thre tratours has tane. 
And faid, ** Certs I may weill fe 15 

/* That it is all certante 
« That Hewyn helpys hardy men : 
<< As be this deid we may ken. 
** War he not outrageoufs hardy 
•* He had not unabafytly 20 
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** Sa fincrtly fenc hys awantage, 
^ I drede that hys gret waflalage, 
** And hys trawaill may bring till cnJ 
*' That at men quhile full litill wend. 

Sic fpeking maid he ofFthe King. 25 

Quha ay, forowtyn ibjournyng, 
Trawaillyt in Carrik^ her and thar. 
His men fra hjrm la icalit war, 
To purches thair neceflete ; 
And als th* countre for to fe ; 30 

That thai left not with hym isnLty. 
And quhen the Galbwoifs wyft futhli 
That he wis with fa few mcngye. 
Thai maid a priwe affembl^ 
OiF Weill twa hundir men, and ma, 35 

And flewth-jhunds with thaim gan ta, 
jfi'or thai diocht hym fer to furprifs ; 
And gifFhe fled on ony wyfs. 
To folow hym vrith the hunds fwa, 
That he fuld not efchaip thaim fra. 40 

Thai fchup thaim, in an ewynning, 
To furpryfs fedaniy the Kikg. 
And till hym held thai ftraucht thair way. 
Bot he, that had hys wachis ay 
On ilk fid, oflF thair cummyng,^ 45 

Lang or thai come, had wytting : 
And how fele that thai mycht be. 
Tharfor he thocht, with hys mengye, 

Ta 
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To withdraw hym out off the place, 

For the nycht wcill feUyn was. 50 

And for the nycht he thocht that thai 

Suld not haifip ficht to hald die way. 

That he war paflyt, with hys menye. 

And as he thocht rycht fwa did he. 

And went hym down till a morrafs, 55 

Our a wattyr that rynnand was s 

And in the bog he fend a plate 

Weill ftrait ; that weill twa bow-drawcht was 

Fra the wattyr, thai paflyt haid. 

He faid, ^ Her may ye mak abaid, 60 

" And reft yow all a quhill, and ly. 

*' I will ga wach all priuely, 

^* Giff Ik her oucht ofFthair cummyng; 

** And giff I may her ony thing 

*' I fall ger warn you, la that we 65 

** Sail ay at our awantage be. 

The King now takys hys gate to ga ; 
And with hym tuk he fergeands twa. 
And Schyr-GiLBERT ds le Hay left he 
Thar, for to reft with hys menye. 70 

To the wattyr he come in hy. 
And lyfnyt fiill ententily 
Giff he herd oucht off thair cummyng : 
Bot yheit mocht he her na thing. 
Endlang the wattyr than yeid he 75 

On aythyr fid gret quantcte. 

And 
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And faw the brayis hey ftandand, 

The wattyr how throw flik rynnand : 

And fend na fufd that men mycht pals, i 

Bot quhar hymfelwy^paflit was. 8o 

And fwa ftrait wes the upcuqamyng, 

That twa men mycht not famyn thring, 

Na on na maner prefs thaim fwa. 

That thai togyddir mycht langJEqfga. 

And quhen he. a lang^quhill had bene thar, 85 
He herknyt, and herd as it war 
A^hund's queftipnyng on fer, 
That ay come till hym ner and ner. 
He ftude ftill, for till herkyn mar, 
And ay tl^e langer he wis thar, 90 

He herd it ner and ner cummand ; 
Bpt he thocht he thar ftijl wald ftand. 
Till that he herd mai: takynnyog. 
Than, for /"hund's queftiounyng. 
He wald not wakyn hys mertye. 95 

Tharfor he w^ld abid, and fe 
Quhat f^lk thai war ; and quhethir thai 
Held towart hyn^ the rycht way ; 
Or paffyt ane othyr way fer by. 
The moyne wis fchynand clerly ; 1 00 

Sa lang he ftude, that he mycht her 
The noyis off thaim that cummand wer, 

Ver. 87. A bound's quefting 19 the eager yell he utters, 
when in queft of his prey. 

Then 
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Then hys twa men in hy fend he 

To warne, and wakyn hys menye. 

And thai ar furth thair wayis gane ; 105 

And he left than all hym aUane. 

And fv^a ftude he herknand^ 

Till that he faw cum at hys hand 

The hale rout, intill full gret hy. 

Than he uAethocht hym haftily 1 10 

GifF he held towart hjs menye^ 

That, or he mycht reparyt be. 

Thai fuld be paffit the furd ilkane. 

And than behufiyt he ciMfs ane 

Off thir twa, othyr to fley or dey. 115 

Bot hys hart, that wes ftout and heyv 

Confaillyt hym hym allane to bid. 

And kep thaim at the furds fid ; 

And defend weill the upcummyng ; 

Sen he wes warnyft ofFarmyng, 120 

That he thair arowys huryiot dreid. 

And gifF he war ojfF gret manheid, 

He mycht ftunay thaim euirlkane, 

Sen thai ne mycht cum bot ane and ane. 

And did rycht as hys hart hym bad. 125 

Strang outrageoufs curage he had, 

Qiihen he (z ftoutly, him allane, 

For litill ftrenth offerd, has tane 

To fecht with twa hunder and ma I 

Tharwith he to the furd gan ga. 130 

Vox,, I. M And 
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And thai, apon the tothyr party, . 
That faw hym ftand thar anyrly, 
Thrangand intill the wattyr rad. 
For off hym littill dout thai had ; 
And raid till hym, in full grct hy, 135 

He finate the fyrft {a wygorufly 
With h^ fper, that rycht fcharp fcbar. 
Till he doun till the erd hym bar. 
The lave come then, intill a randoun, 
Bot hys horfs, that wes born down, 140 

Combryt thaim the upgang to ta* 
And quhen the King few it wis fwa, 
He ftekyt the hprfs, and he gan flyng, 
And fync fell, at the upcummyng. 

The laiiF with that come with a fchout s 145 
And he, that ft^lwart wes and ftout, 
Met thaim rycht ftoutly at the bra 5 
And fa gud payment gan thaim ma, 
That fyvefum in the furd he flew. 
The lave then fumdele thaim withdrew, 150 

That dred hys ftrakys wondre far, 
For he in na thing thaim forbar. 

Then faid ane, *' Certs we ar to blame, 
« Quhat fall we fey quhen we cum hame, 
<< Quhen a m^ fechts agayne us all i 155 

« Quha wyft euir men fa foully fall 
** As we, giiF that we thus gat leve ? '^ 
With that all haile a fchout thai geve ; 
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And cryit, «' On hym ! he may not Uft ! " 

With that thai preffyt hym fa fiift, . l6a 

That had he not the better bene. 

He had bene dede withowtyn w^n. 

Bot he fa grQt defence gan mak, 

That quhar he hyt eM^w a ftralc, ^ fl^ 

Thar mycht na thing agayn ftand, .165 

In litill fpace he left liand 

Sa fele, that the upcummyn|wes then 

D)rttyt with flayn horfs andVnen. 

Swa that hys fayis, for that ftopping, 

Mycht not cum (o the upcummyng. ijrO 

A ! der God ! quha had then beilfi by, 
And fene how he, fa hardyly, 
Addreflyt hym againe thaim all, 
1 wate Weill that thai fuld hym call 
The beft that levyt in hp day^ . 175 

And gifFI the futh.fall fay, 
I herd neuir in na tyme gone 
'Ane ftynt fa mony hym allane« 

Suth is quhen to Ethiocus 
Fra hys brodyr Polnices 180. 



W; 



as 



Ver. X79. The author^ fenfible that the ftory he has juft 
told has more the air of fable than any other incident of hjs 
work, attempts to vindicate it, by giving uft a iimilar exploit 
of Tydeus, from the Thebais of Statius, lib. li. Statiut 
was a favpurite poet both with our author and with Chaucer^ 
whoy in Ids Houfe of Fame, puts Statius before Homer. 
\^Jit iii\tfJ M» Abetter 
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Was fend Thedbus in meflage, 

To aflc haly the heritage 

OfF Thebes till haW for a yer. 

For thai twynis off a byrth wer, 

Thai ftrave, for ayther king wald be 1 185 

Bot the barnage off thair cotintre 

Gert thaim ailent on this maner, 

That the tane fuld be king a yet ; 

And then the toythir, and hys menye^ 

Suld not be fundyn in the toune, 190 

Quhill the fyrft brodyr regnarid wer. 

Syiie fuld the tothyr regne a yer ; 

And then the fyrft leve the land, 

Quhill the tothyr war reghand. 

Thus ay a yer fuld regne the tane ; 195 

The tothyr a yer fra that war gane. 

To aflc balding off this affent 
Wis Thedeus to Thebes (tut. 
And fwa fpak for Polnices, 
That off Thebes Ethiocle s 7.o<\ 

Bad hys conftabill with hym ta 
Men armyt weill,. and furth ga, 

A better apology would have been that the panoply of a 
knight gave him vaft advantage over a multitude (lightly 
armed. When an army of French pcafants irofe againit 
the nobles, it is well known how few knights defeated them. 

Vcr. 190. This line rimes not, except by founding tlie 
final e* Editions read better : 

Suld not be found in that countrie, 

T© 



Digitized by 



Google 



B U K K YU l6j 

To met Th£D£0s in the way,. 
And flay hym but langer delay. 

The conftabill hys way is gane, ao5 

And nine and fourty with hym tane, 
Swa that he with thaim maid fyfty, 
Intill the ewennyng, priuely, 
Thai fet enbufchement in die way, 
Quhar Thedeus behowyt away am 

Betwix ane hey crag and the fe. 
And he, that oS thair mawyte 
Wyft na thing, hys way has tane. 
And towart gret bargane is gane. 
And as he raid into the nycht, 215 

Sa faw he, with die monys lycht^ 
Schynnyng off fcheldys gret plente; 
And had wondre quhat it mycht be. 
With that all hale thai gaiff a cry. 
And he, that hard & fuddanly 220 

Sic noyis, fum dele ai&ayit was. 
Bot in fchort tyme he till hym tae's 
His fpyryts, full hardelyj 
For hys gentill hart, and worthy, 
Afiuryt hym into that nede. 225 

Then witi^ the fpurs he ftrak the ftec^ 
And rufchyt in amang thaim aU. 
The fyrft he niet he gert hym fall ; 
And fyne hys fwerd he fwappyt out, 
And roucht about hym mony rout^ . . 2» 

-M 3. And 
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And flew fex-fum full fone, and ma ; 

Than under hym hys horfs thai flaw. 

And he fell; but he fmertly raifs. 

And ftrykand rowcfr about hym maiis ; 

And flew off thaim a quantite. 235 

Bot wowndyt wondre far was he. 

With that a litiil rod he fand, 
Up towart the crag ftrekand ; 
Thyddir went he, in fall gret hy, 
Defendand hym full douchtely, 24O 

Till in the crag he clam fumdell ; 
And fand a place cnddyt weill, 
Qdiar nane bot ane mycht hym afllaiU* 
Thar ftud he, and gaiiF thaim bataill | 
And thai aflaylyt euir ilkane ; 14.5 

And oft fell, quhen that he flew an^ 
As he doun to the erd wald dryve, 
He wald ber doun weill four or fyrc 
Thar ftud he, and defendyt fwa, 
Till he had flayne thaim half, and ma, ajO 

A gret ftane then by hym faW he. 
That throw gret a mawyte, 
Wcs lowfyt redy for to ML 
And quhen he faw thaim cummand all. 
He tumblyt doun on diaim the ftane; 255 

And aucht men thar with it has flayney 
And fwa ftonayit the rem^tnanl, 
That thai war yrdUl ner retreahd«. 

. '^^^' ^^r^u^^^rr f Then 
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Then wald he prifone hald na mar, 
Bot on thaim ran with fuerd all bar. ofio 

And hewyt, and flew, with all hys mayn, 
Till he has nine and fourty flayn. 

The conftabill fyne gan he ta. 
And gert hym fwer, that he fuld ga 
Till King Etheocles, and tell ^65 

The awentur that thaim befell. 
Thedeus bar hym douchtyly 
That hym allane ourcome fyfty. 

Ye, that diis redys, cheyfs ye, 
Quhethyr that mar fuld pryfit be 270 

The King, that, with awifement, 
Uadirtuk fic hardyment 
As for to ftynt, hym ane, bot fer. 
The folk that twa hunder wer ; 
Or Thedeus that fuddanly, 275 

For thai had raiflyt on hym the cry. 
Throw hardyment that he had tane, 
Wane fyfty men all hym allane. 
Thai did thair deid baith on the i:iycht; 
And faucht bath with the mone lycht. aSo 

Bot the King difcomfyt maf 
And Thedeus then ma gan fla. 
Now demys quhethyr mar lowing 
Suld Thedeus haiff, or the King. 
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In this maimer, that Ik haiiF tauld, . 285 

The King, that fiout wis and bauld. 
Wis fechtand on the furd's fyd, /^ 

♦GiiFand and takand rowtsjreid. 'f€^c3 
Till he fic martyrdom thar has maid. 
That he the furd all ftoppyt haid, . 290 

That nane off thaim mycht till hym rid ; 
Thaim thocht than foly for to byd ; 
And halely the flycht gan ta. 
And went hamwarts quhar thai come fra* 
For the Kings men, with the cry, - 295 

Walknyt fixU affrayitly, 
^ / ^^^ And come to fek the lord thair King. 
/^ The GaUffway-men hard thair cumrayng; 

And fled, and durft abid na mar. 
The Kings men, that dredand war 30a 

For thair lord, full fpedyly 
Come to the furd ; and fone in hy 
Thai fand the King fyttand allane. 
That ofF hys baflynet has tane, 
To awent hym, for he wis hate. 305 

Then fperyt thai at hym off his ftate j 
And he tauld thaiip all haill the cafs, 
Howgate that he aflailyt was ; 
And how that God hym helpyt fwa. 
That he efchapit hale thaim fra. 310 



Then lukyt thai how fele war ded, 
i^(id thai fand lyand in that fted 
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Fourtene, that war flayne with hjrs hand. 

Then louyt thai God faft, all weildand, 

That thai thair lord fand bale and fer« 

And faid thaim byi;d on na maner 

Dred thair fayis, fen thair chyftane 

Wis oS fic hart, ^nd ofF fie mayne, 

That he for thaim had undertane 

With fwa felc for to fecht^^nc. 320 

Sic words fpak thai oiF the King. 
And for hys hey undertaking 
Ferlyit, and yarnyt hym for to fe, 
That with hym ay wes wont to be. 

A ! quhat worfchip is perfyt thing ! 325 

For it majrfs men till haiiF loving, 
GifFit be folowit ythenly. 
Bot pryce off worfchip not forthy 
Is hard to wyn. For gret trewaill, 
Oft to defend, and oft ailsdll, 330 

And to be in thair deds wyfs, ^^ 

Gers men off worfchip wyn the pryfi^ 
And may na man haiff worthyhed, 
Bot he haiff wyt to ftcr hys deidj 
And fe, quhat is to leve or ta. 335 

.Worfchip extreqi|F^s has twa. 
Fule-hardyment the formoft is, 
And the tothyr is cowartyfs. 
And thai ar bath, for to forfak. 
« Fule-hardyment aU will undertak,^ 346 

Als 
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Als Weill things to leve as tsu 

And cowardyfs dois nathing fwa ; 

£ot utterly forfakis all. 

Bot that war wondir for to fall, 

Na war faute off difcretioun. 345 

For this has worfchip fie renoun, 

That it is mene betwixt thai^twa. 

And takys that is till underta ; 

And levys that is to leve. For It 

Has fa gret warnifhing off wyt, 350 

That it all perills v^eile gan fe, 

And all awantagejthat may be. j 

I wald till hardymcnt liaHhaly, ^ 7 

With thi^away war foly f 

For haroyment with foly is wice. 355 

Bot hardyment that mellyt is 

With wyt, ij worfchip ; ay perde. 

For, bet wyt, worichip may not be* 
my 
This nobilf King, that we off red, 

Mellyt all t}rme widi wyt manheid. 369 

That may men by this melle fe ; 

Hys wyt fchawyt hym the ftrait cntre 

CMF the furd, and the ufchjmg alfua. 

That, as hym thocht, wis hard to ta 

Apon a man, that war worthy. 365 

Tharfor hys hardyment haftily 

Thocht it mycht be weiU undietane. 

Sen at anys mycht aiGiill bot ane» 

Thts 
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Thus hardyment gouernyt with wyt, 

That he all tyme wald famynknyt, 370 

Gert hym off worfchip haiff the pryce 5 

And oft ourcum hys ennymyis. 

The King in Carrii duellyt ay ftill : . 
Hys men affemblyt feft hym till, 
That in the land war trewailland, 375 

Q^hen thai off this deid herd tidiand. 
For thai thair ure wald with hym ta, 
Gyff that he eft war affaylyt fwa. 

Bot yeit ^ James off Dowgla3 
In Dowglafdaile trawailland was, 380 

Or ellys weill ner hand tharby. 
In hyddillys fumdeill priuely. 
For he wald fe hys gouerning, 
That had the caftell in keping. 
And gert mak mony juperty, 385 

To fe quhethyr he wald ifchc bljrthly. 
And quhen he perfawyt that he 
Wald blythly ifche with hys menye 5 
He maid a gadring priuely 
Off thaim that war on hys p:Uty ; 390 

That war fa fele, that thai durft fycht 
With Thyrwall, and all the mycht 
Off thaim that in the caftell war. 
He fchupe in the nycht to for 
To Sandy lands : ' and ner tharby 3^5 

tie hym enbttfcbyt priuely. 

And 
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And fend a few a trane to ma j 

That fonc in the mornyng gan ga. 

And tuk catdj, that wis the caftell by. 

And fyne withdrew thaim haftily 400 

Towart thaim that enbufchit war. 

Than Xbyrwall, forowtyn mar, 

Gert arme hys men, forowtyn baid ; 

And ifehyt with all the men he haid : 

And folowyt feft eftir the cry. 405 

He wjs ar myt at poynt clenly, 

Owt^liys hede was bar : 

Than, with the men that with hym war,^ 

The catell felowit he gud fpeid, 

Rycht as a man that had na dreid ; 410 

Till that he gat off thaim a Tycht. 

Than prekyt thai with all tbair mycht, 

^olowand thaim owt off aray ; 

And thai fped thaim fleand, quhill thai 

Forby fhair i)ufchemcnt war paft : 415 

And Xhyrwall ay chaffy t faft. 

And dian thai that enbufchyt wzr 

Ifchyt till hym, bath les and mar. 

And rayflyt fudanly the cry. 
V And thai that few fa fudandly 420 

That folk come egyrly prikand 

Rycht betwix thaim and thair warand. 

Thai war into full gret effray. 

And, for thai war owt off aray, 
, Sum off thaim fled, and fum abad. 425 

And DowGLAs, that tbar with hym had 

A gict 
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A gret menye, fall ^grely 
Affaylyt, and fcalyt thalm haftlly : 
And in fchort tymc ourraid thaim a. 
That wide nane efcbapyt thaim fra. 430 

Thyrwall, that wis thair capitanc. 
Wis thar in the bargane fla^e : 
And off hys men the maift party. 
The lave fled full effrayitly, 

DowGLAs hys menye faft gan chafe ; 435 

And the flears thair wayis tays 
Till the caftell, in full gret hy, 
The formaft entryt fpedyly. 
Bot the chaflers fped thaim fa faft, 
That thai ourtuk fum ofF the laft, 440 

And thaim forowtyn mercy gan fla. 
And quhen thai off the caftell fwa 
Saw thaim fla off thair men thaim by. 
Thai fparyt the yatts haftlly j 
And in hy to the wallis rane, 445 

James off Dowglas' menye than 
Sefyt Weill haftily in hand 
That thai about the caftell fand ; 
To thair refett then went thair way. 
Thus ifchyt Thyrwail t;hat day. 450 



Quhen Thyrwall on this maner 
Had ifchit, as I tell yo ,y her, 
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James offDowcLAs, and hys men, 

Bufkit thaim all famyn thei). 

And went thair way towart the King 455 

In gret hy ; for thai herd tithing 

That off Walence Schyr Amery, 

With a fiJl gret chcwalry, 

Baich off Scotts and Inglifs men^ 

With gret felny war rcdy then 460 

Affemblyt for to fek the King, 

That wis that tyme with hys gadring. 

In Cumnokj quhar it ftraitaft was. 

Thyddir then went James off Dowglas; 

And wis rycht welcum to the King. 465 

And quhen he had tauld that tithing. 

How that Schyr Aymer wis cummand 

For till hunt hym owt off the land 

With hund and home, rycht as he war 

A woulff, a theyff, or theyflS fcr. 470 

Than feid the King, « It may weill fell, 

" Thoch he cum, and hys power all, 

« We fall abid in this cuntre; 

" And giff he cummys we iUl hym fe,** 

The King fpak apon this maner. 47^ 

And off Walence Schyr Aymer 
Affemblyt a gret cumpany 
Off nobill men, and off worthy, 

Ver« 463. Cumnock caftle and village are in the moft 
eaftem part of Ayr-ihire, near the head of the river Nith. 
Ver.476. About the month of April 1307. 

Off 
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Off Ingland^ and off Lowthsane. 

And he has alfua with hjm tane 480 

Ihon E off LoRNP, and all hys mycht : 

That had off worthy men, and wycht. 

With hym aucht hundir men, and ma. 

A flouth hund had he thar alfua, 

Sa gud that change wald for nathing. , 485 

And fum men fayis yeit, that the King 

As a traytour hym noryft had, 

And fa mekill off hym he maid. 

That hys awyn hands wald hym feid» 

He folowit hym quhareuir he yeid ; 490 

Sa that the hund hym folowit fwa. 

That he wald part na wyfs hym fra. 

Bot how that Jhon off Lorn hym had, 

Ik herd never mendoun be mad. 

Bot men fayls it wis certane thing 495 

That he had hym in hys fefis^ ; 

And throw hym thocht the King to ta i 

For he wyft he hym luffyt Iwa, 

That fra that he mycht anys fele 

The Kings fent, he wyft rycht weill 500 

That he wald chaung it for na thing. 

Thus Ihon of Lorne hattyt the Kino ^ 

For Ihon Cummyn hys cmys (ak» ^ J • ^- * - 

Mycht he hym aythir fla, or tak. 

He wald not pryfs hys lyff a ftra, 505 

Sa that he wengeancc off hym mycht ta. 

The 
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The wardane then, Schyr Amery, 
With this Ihone in cumpany. 
And othyrd of gud renoun alfua, 
Thomas Randell wis ane ofFtba, 510 

Come intill Cumnok to fek the King, 
That wis Weill vrar ofF thair cumming. 
And wis up in the ftrenthys then, 
Apd with hym weill four hundir men. 
Hys brodyr that tyme with hym was, 515 

And alfua James oIFDowglas* 
Schyr Amerys rowte he (aw, 
That held the plane ay, and the law; 
And in hale bataill always raid. 
The King, that na fuppofyn had 520 

That thai war ma than he faw thar, 
To thaim, and nothyr ellys quhar, 
Had ey ; and wrocht unwittily. 
For Ihon of Lorne full futelly 
Behind thocht to fuppryfs the King. 525 

Tharfor, with all h)rs gadring, 
Aboute ane hill held the way, 
Aiid held hym into cowert ay ; 
Till he fa ner cum to the King, 
Or he perfawit hys cumming, 530 

That he wis cummyn on hym weill ner. 
The tothyr oft, and Schyr Aymer, 

Vcr. 510. Afterward the celebrated earl of Moray. He 
was the king's nephew ; but in the Englilh intcreft, and his 
bitter enemy for forae time after he was taken prifoner, 
-figliting for his uncle's caufe, in the battle of Mcthven. |f i^3 . 
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Preflyt apon the tothyr party. 

The King was in gret japerty. 

That wis on athyr fid umbefet 535 

With fayis, that to fla hym thretf 

And the leyft party off the twa 

Was ftarkar than he, and ma. 

And quhen he faw thaim prefs hym to. 
He thocht in hy quhat wis to do ; 540 

And {aid, ^' Lords, we haiff na mycht, 
'^ As at thys tyme to (land and fycht. 
*' Tharfor departs we in thre, 
« All {all not fa affailyit be : 
** And in thre parts hald otir way.** 545 

Syne till hys priwe folk gan he fay, 
Betwix thaim into priuete, 
In quhat fled thair repayr fuld be. 

With that thair gate all ar thai gane^ 
And in thre parts thair way has tanc. 550 

Ihone off Lorne come to the place, 
Fra quhar the King departyt was. 
And in hys trace the hund he fet. 
That then, forowtyn langer let. 
Held ewyn the way eftir the King, 555 

Rycht as he had off hym knawing. 
And left the tothyr partyfs twa, 
• As he na kep to thaim wald ta. 
And quhen the King faw hys cummyng, 
Eftir his rowte intill a ling, 560 

Vot.I. N He 
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He tfaocht thai knew 'tbat it was be : 

Tharfor he bad till hys mcnye 

Ydt then in thre deper^ thaim fonc 5 

And thai did fwaforowtyn hone; 

And held thair way in thre partyft. 565 

The hund did thar fa grct mtiftrys, 

That held ay forowtyn changing, 

Eftre the rotvte qahar wes the Kikg. 

And quhch die Kinc had fcne thatm fwa 
All in a rowte eftir hym ga, 57a 

The way, and folow nocht hys men. 
He had a gret perfawyng then 
That thai knew bym. For this in hy 
He bad hys men fycht haftily 
Scaile } and ilk ane hald hys way 575 

AH hymfelfF; and fwa did thai. 
Ilk man a fundry gate is gane. 
And the King with hym has tane 
Hys foftyr brodyr, forowtyn ma. 
And famyn held thar thai twa. sSo 

The hund folowyt alwayis the Kino, 
And changyt for na deperting ; 
Bot ay folowit the Kings trace, 
Bot waweryng, as he paflyt was. 
And quhen that Imon off LdRNB ftw 585 

The hund eftre hym A'aw, 
' And folow ftrak eftre thir twa, 
fie knew the Kino wis ane off tfaa. 

And 
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And bad fyve off h3rs cumpany, 

That war rycht wycbt men and bardy> 590 

And als of fute fpediaft war, 

Off all that in fliair rowte war, 

Rjn eftre hym, and hym ourta. 

And lat hym nawyfs pafi thaim ^. 

And fra thai had herd the bydding^ 595 

Thai held thair way eftre the King. 
And folowyt hym fa fpedely. 
That thai hym weill fone gan ourhy. 
The King, that faw thaim cummand ner. 
Wis anoyit in gret maner, 600 

For he thocht, giff thai war worthy. 
Thai mycht hym trawaille and tarry^ 
And hald hym fwa gate tariand. 
Till the remanand com at hand* 
Bot had he dred but anerly 60 j 

Thaim fyve^ I trow all fekyrly 
He fold haiff had na mekill dred. 
And till hys falow, as he yeid, 
He faid, " Thir lyve ar faft cummand : 
^ Thai ar weill ner now at owr hand. 6x0 

*' Sa is thar ony help at the ? 
« For we 611 fone afladllyt be/ 
« Ya Schyr,' he faid, « all that I may.* 
" Yow fayis weill," faid the King, ** per&y. 
^ I fe thaim cunamand till us ner. 615 

^ I will na forthyr,.bot rycht her 

Na "Iwill 
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^ I will hydy quhill it I am in aynd, 

^ And (e quhat force that thai can fiiynd." 

The King than ftud full fturdyty^ 
And the fyve-fum, in Aril gret hy 620 

Come, with gret ichor and manaffing. 
Then thre ofFthaim went to the King 5 
And till hys man the totfayr twa, 
With fwerd in hand gan ftoutly ga. 
The King met thaim that till hym focht ; 625 
And till the fyrft (ic rowte he roucht, 
That er and chek doune in the hals 
He fchar, and oS the (chuldrs als. 
He rufbyt doun all diiyly. 

The twa that faw fa fudanly 630 

Thair falow fall, efirayit war, 
And ftert a litill owyr mar. 
The King with that blenkit hym by. 
And faw the twa-fome fturdily 
Agane hjrs man gret melle ma. 635 

With that he left hys awyn twa. 
And till thalm that faucht with hys man 
A loup rycht lychdy maid he than ; 
And fmate the hed ofFthe tane. 
To mete hys awne fyne is he gane. 640 

Thai cum on hym full fturdely : 
He met the fyrft fa egreJy, 
That with the fwerd that fcharply fcfaar. 
The arme fra the body he bar. 

<2uhae 
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Quhat ftrakys thai gaiiF I cannot teD, 645 

Bot to the King ia fayr befell. 
That thocnhe trewaill had and payne. 
He oiF hysia men four has flayne. 
Hys fofter brodyr thareftir fone 
The fyrft owt off dawys has done. 65^ 

And when the King faw that all fyve 
War, in* this wyfs, brocht owt of lyve, 
Till hys falow than gan he fay, 
« Yow has hclpyt weill, perfay." 

* It likys yow to fay fwa,* (aid he : 655 

* Bot the gret pairt to yow talc ye, 

* That flew four off the fyve, yow ane.' 
The King faid, " As the glew is gane, 
** Better than yow I mycht it do, 

" For Ik had mar layfer tharto. ^^ 669 

« For the twa felowys, that delt with the, 

" Quhen thai faw me af&ilyit with three, 

*' Off me rycht na kyn. dout thai had ; 

" For thai wend I fa ftrajrtly war ftad. 

^^ And for this that thai dred me no.ucht, 665 

•< Noy thaim forout the mar I moucht/* 

With that the King lukyt hym by, 
And faw off Lorne the cumpany 

Ver. 650. To do out tf daj/s is to kill, as we fay to cui 
off h'u dtyst 
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Weill ner, with die flouth hund cumand. . 
Than till a wod, that wis ner hand, 67O 

He went with his £dow in hy. 
God iayfFthaim for hys gret mercy ! 
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X H E King towart the wod is ganei 
Wcry for fwayt, and will off wane* 
Intill the wod fone entryt he ; 
And held doiuie towart a wale, 
Quhar, throw the woid, a wattir ran i $ 

Thydder in gret hy wend he than. 
And begouth for to reft hym thar : 
And faid he niycht ne forther mar« 
His man faid, ^ Schyr it may not be ; 

* Abyd ye her, ye (all fone fe lo 

* Fy ve hunder, yamand yow to flaw ; 
< And thai ar fele aganys us twa. 

* And, fen we may not dele with mydit, 

* Help us all Aat we may with flycht* 

The King laid, <^ Sen that yow will fwa* 15 

<' Ga furth, and I (all with ye ga* 

^ Bot I haiff herd oftymys fay, 

*' That quha eiuang a wattir ay, 

« Wald waid a bow-draucht^ he fuld ger 

^ Bathe the flouth hund, and bys leder, 10 
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•* Tyne the flench men grct h)mi ta* 
* Prowe we giff it will now do fa.^ 
^ For war yond diwilifs hund away, 
«* I roucht not off the lave perfay." 

A$ Be dewifyt diai haiff dojm ; (^ j 

And entryt in the wattir fone ; 

And held down endlang thair way : 

And fyne to the land yeid thai, 

And held thair way, as thai did er. 

And Ihon of Lornb, with grct affbr, }0 

Come with hp route, rycht to diQ place, 

Quhar that hys fyve sien flayne was. 

He menyt thaim qubeii> he ihain^ faw i 

And faid, eftre a litilt thraw^ 

That he fuld wenge thair bloude. 35 

Bot othyrwyfs the gamjn yowde. 

Thar wald he mak na mar duellings 

Bot furth in hy folowit the King^ 

Kycht to the burn thai pafiyt war. 

Bot the flouth hufid maid ^vnting thar | 40* 

And waweryt lang tyme, tar and fva, 

That he na certane gate cou* ga. 

Till at the laft, that Ihom of Lornb^ 

Perfawit die hund the fkHMh- had lof ne : 

And faid, <' We haiff tynt diis trawaiil, 45 

** To pafs forthcr may nocht awailh 

** For the woid is bath braid zxut wyd, 

" And he is weill fcr by Ais tyd. 

« Tharfor 

ii . jfct^^^' ^M^ ^' Ah ' •^^**^ 
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« Tharfor is gud we turn ^gayiic^ 

** And wayfte na mar trawaill in waync.** 50 

With that relyt he hys menge ; 
And hys way to the oft tuk he. 

Thus ekhstpyi the nobill King. 
Bot fum men fayis this efcbapiog 
Apon an othyr maner fell, 55 

Than throw the wading. For thai tcU 
That the King a gud archer had ; 
And quhen hys Lord he faw fua ftad^ 
That he wis left fa anerly. 
He ran on fyd allwayis hym by^ C0 

Till he into the woude wis gane« 
Than faid he, till himfelff allane, 
That he a reft rycht thar wald ma. 
To luk giff he the hund mycht ila« 
For giiF the hund mycht left in lyve, 65 

He wyft rycht wcill that thai wald dryve 
The Kings trace, till thai hym ta« 
Than wyft he weiU tha wald hym fU. 
And for he wald hys Lorcl fuccur, 
He put hys lyfFin awentur. 70 

And ftud intill a bu(k lurkand, 
Till that the hund come to hys hand ; 
And with an arow fbne hym flew 1 
And throw the woud fyne hym withdrew. 
Bot quithyr this efdiajung fell 75 

As I tauld fyrft, or now I tell, 

I wate 



Digitized by 



Google 



l8S THE 8KUCV; 

I watc Weill, without Icfing; 

That at the }>urn efchapit the Kikg. 

The KiKG has forth hys wayis tane. 
And Ihon of Lorne agayne is ganc 89 

To Schir Aymer, that fra the chace 
With hys men then repayryt was^ 
That fped litill thair chaffing j 
Thocht that thai maid gret folowing, 
Full egrely, thai wan hot fmall. 85 

Thair fayis ner efchapyt all. 
Men fayis Scbyr Thomas Randell than, 
CbaiTand, the Ki kgs baner wan. 
Quharthrow in Ingland with the King 
He had rycht gret price and lowing* 90 

Quhen the chaflers relyit war, 
And Ihon of X^orne had met thaim thar, 
He tauld Schyr Aymer all the cafe 
How that the King efchapyt wafe. 
And how that he hys fyve men flew, 95 

And fyne to thewode hym drew. 
Quhen Schyr Amyr herd this, in hy 
He fanyt hym, for the ferly : 
And faid, <' He is gretly to pryfs ; 
^ For I knaw nane that lyfFand is, too 

*' That at myfcheyfFgan help hym fwa : 
** I trow he fuld be hard to fla, 
*' And he war body/i ewenly.** 
On this wyfs fpak Schyr Amery. 

And 
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And the gud Kino held forth hys way, 105 
Betwix hym and hys man^ quhill thai • 
Paflyt owt throw the foreft war j 
Syne in the more thai entryt thar. 
It wis bathe hey, and lang, and braid ; 
And or thai haliF it pafTyt had, II(^ 

Thai faw on fyd thre men cummand, ^* 

Lik to lycht men and wawerand. 
Swerds thjii had, and axys als ; 
And ane of thaim, apon hys hals, 
A mekill boundyn wyddir bar. 1 15 

Thai met the King, and halift hym thar. 
And the King thaim thair halfying yauld; 
And afkyt quithyr thai wauld i 
Thai faid, Robbrt the Bruyss diai foucht; 
For mete with hym gifFthat thai moucht, I20 
Thair duelling with hym watd thai ma. 
The King faid, « Giff that ye will fwa, 
** Haldys fiirth your way with me, 
** And I fall ger yow fone hym fe." 

Thai perfiiwit, be hys fpeking; 125 

That he wis the felwyn Robert King. 
And changyt cuntenance, and late ; 
And held noucht in the fyrft ftate« 



Yer. 117, Late is gefture. Lait, geflus. Ifl* 

And lafles licht of Imttiu Chrift'i Rirk. 



For 
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•For thai war feyis to the King^ 

And thoucht to cum into fkulldng ; 130 

And duel! with hjm^ quhill that thai &w 

Thair poynt, and bring faym jdiacoff ^w» 

Thai grantyt till hys fpek forthy. 

Bot the KiNG) that wis witty, 

Perfawit Weill, be thair hawing, 135 

That thai lufFyt hym natfaing* 

And faid, ^' Falowis you mon, all three^ 

** Forthyr aqwent till that we be, 

■* All be your felwyn forth ga. 

*' And oh the famyn wyfs we twa 140 

« Sail folow behind, weill ncr.'* 

Quoth thai, ^ Schyr it is na mifler 

* To trow in us ony ill/ 

*^ Nane do I," faid he ; «' bot I will, 

*' That yhe ga fourth thus, quhill wc 145 

*' Better with odiyr knawin be/* 

* We graunt,' Aai faid, * fen ye will fwa.* 
And forth apon^air ^ate gan ga. 

Thus yeid thai till die nycht wis aen 
And than <fae formaft cummand wer 150 

Till a waift houiband houis ; and thar 
Thai flew the weythir that thai bar* 
And ftrak fyr for to roft thair mete 5 
And afkyt the King giiFhe wald ete. 
And reft hym till the mete war dycht. 155 

Tbe King, that hungry was, Ik hycht, 

Affcntyt 
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Aflcntyt till thair fpek in hy, 

Bot he faid he wald anerly 

At a fyr ; ^nd thai all thre 

On na wyfs with thaim tiDgycHtc be. t6o 

In the end of the houfs thai fuld ma 

Ane otJiyr fyr : and thai dyd fwa. 

TTiai drew thaim in the houfs end. 

And halff the weythir till hym fen4 

And thai roftyt in hy thair mete j 165 

And fell rycht frefchly for till ete. 

For the King weill lang faftjl^ad ; 

And had rycht mekHl trawaill maid: 

Tharfor he eyt full egrely. 

And quhen he hiad ctyn haftily, I jO 

He had to flep fa mekill will. 

That he moucht fet na let thartilU 

For quhen th^ wanys fillyt ar, 

Men worthys hcwy euirmar j 

And to flep drawys hewynes* lyj 

The King, that all for trawaillit twis. 

Saw that hym worthyt flep nedways ; 

Till hys foftyr brodyr he fayis, 

** May I traift in the, me to waik, 

" Till Ik a litill fleping tak ?" if 9 

Var. 15S. Editions read. 

But he faid he woold alaneriy 
Betwixt him and his fellow be 
At a fire j and they all three, &c. 

The meaning is, that he and his man would bXTt « fine 

betwixt them, tg themfelrc** 
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« Ya Schyr,' he fidd, < till I may drey/ 

The King then wynkyt a litill wey i 
^ And flepyt not fiill en7ely } 

'^ Bot gli^jrt up oft (Manly. 
' JFor he had dreid off tha^ thre men, 185 

That at the tothjrr fyr war then. 

That thai hys fayls war he wyft ; 

Tharfor he flepyt, as foule on twyft. 

The King flepyt bot a litill than, 

Quhen flc flep fell on his man, 190 

That he mycht not hald up hys ey, 

Bot fell in flep, and rowtyt hey. 

Now is the King in gret perUu : 

For flep he fwa a litill quhile^ 

He fall be ded, forowtyn dreid. 195 

For the thre tratours tuk gud heid, 
^ . That he on flep wis, and hys man : 

In full gret hy thai raifs up than. 

And drew thair fuerds haftily ; 

And went towart the King in hy, 200 , 

Quhen that thai faw hym flepe fwa, 

And flepand thocht thai wald h}rm fla. 

The King u{l||blinkit haftily. 

And faw hys man flepand hym by, 

And faw cummand the tothyr thre. 205 

Deliuerly on fute gat he ; 

And drew hys fwerd owt, and thaim mete. 
u^ And as he yeide hys fute he fet 

Apon 
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Apon hys man, welll hewily. 

He waknyt, and raifs diftly: ^l 2ib 

For the flep maiftryt hym fwa, 

'That or he gat up ane oiF tha. 

That come for to fla]j[r the King, 

Gaiff hym a ftrak in h)rs ryfing, 

Swa that he mycht help hym na mar« 215 

The King fa ftraitly ftad w^ thar. 

That he wis neuir yheit fa ftad. 

Ne war the armyng that he had. 

He had bene dede, forowtyn wer. 

Bot not forthy on fic maner 220 

He help}rt hym, In that bargane, 

That the thre tratours he has flane. 

Throw Godds grace, and hys manheid* 

Hys foftyr brodyr thar wis deid. 

Then wis te wojidre will off wayne, 225 

Quhen he faw hym left allane» 

Hys foftyr brodyr menyt he ; 

And waryit all the tothyr thre. 

And fyne hys way tuk hym allane, 

And rycht towart hys tryft is gane. 23Q 

The King went furth way, and angrelyi 
Menand hys man full tendrely. 
And held hys way, all hym allan^ 
And rycht towart the hou& is gan^ 
Quhar he fet tryft to meit hys men ; 235 

It wis Weill in with nycht be then. 

Vol. L O H« 
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He come fone in the houfs, and hnd 
The houfswyfFon the benk fittand, 
That a(kyt hym qi^hat he was, 
And quhence he come, and quhar he gas* 240^ 
^^ A trawailland man, dame," faid he, 
" That trawaillys her throw the cuntre." 
She faid, * All" that trewailland cr, 
« For ANE hys (ak, ar welcum her.* 
The King faid, " Gud dame quhat iff he, 245 
<* That gers yow haiff fik fpccialte 
« To men that trawaillis ?" * Schyr, perfiiy,' 
Quoth the gud wyfF, * I fell yow fay j 

* The King, Robert the B&uyss, is he, 

* That is rycht lord off this cuntre. 250 

* Hys fayis now bald hym in thrang ; 

* Bot I think to fe or echt lang, « 

* Hym lord apd King our all the land, 

* That na fayis fall hym withftand.' 

*^ Dame, luff yow hym fa weill ?" faid he. 255 

^ Ya Schyr,' faid fche, « fa God me fe !' 

*' Dame," faid he, "4^hym her yow by; 

.^' For Ik am he, I fay the foithly." 

' Ha!' faid th^ dame, * and quhar ar gane 

« Youf men, qiihen yow ar thus allane f ' 260 

*« At this tyme, dame, Ik haiff na ma." 

Sche faid, * It may na wyfs be fwa. 

« Ik haiff twa fqnnys, wycht and hardy; 

* Thai fall bequm yowf men in hy/ 
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As fche deuifit thai haifF done. 265 

Hys fuorne men become thai fone. 
The wyff fyne gert hym fyt, and etc. 
Bot he has fchort quhill at the mete 
Syttyn, quhen he hard gret ftamping 
Abowt the houfs. Then, but letting 270 

Tha i ftert up, the houfs for to defende* 
^ot fone eftre the King has kend /f^^J 

James off Dowglas : then wis he blyth, ^^ 
And baid oppyn the durs fwyth : 
And thai cum in, all that thar war. 275 

Schyr Eduuard the Bruce wis thar; 
And James alfua off Dowglas, 
That wis efchapyt fra the chace, 
And with the Kings brothyr met. 
Syne to the traifl that thaim was fet 280 

Thai fped thaim, with thair cumpany, 
That war ane hundir and weill fyfty. 

. And quhen that thai haiff fene the King^ 
Thai war joyfuU off thair meting. 
And afkyt how that he efchapyt was ? 285 

And he thaim tauld all hale the cafs ; 
How the f)^e men hym preffyt fiift, 
And how he throw the wattir paft \ 
And how he met the thewls thre. 
And how he flepand flane fold be, 29a 

Ver. %^%• The narration is abrupt. Douglas f urely fpoke 
before the king kne«7 him. 

O 2 Quhen 
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Quhcn he waknyt, thro^v Godds grace 5 
* And how hys foftyr brodyr was 
Slayne j he tauld thaim all haly. 
Than lowyt thai God communly, ' 

That thair lord wis efchapjrt fwa. 295 

Than fpak thai words, ta and fra. 
Till at the laft the King gan fay, 

' '' Fortoun us trawaillyt faft to day, 
" That fcalyt us fa fedanly. 

*' Our fayis to nycht (all ly traiftly, 300 

•* Bpt wachys, tak thair efe and ly. 1 

" Quharfor, quha knew thair hcrbery, > 

^ And wald cum on thaim fedanly, j 

" With few mengye, men mycht thaim fcaith, 
** And efchaip forowtyn waith." 305 

« Pcrfay,' quoth James off Dowglas, 

* As I come hyddyrwart, per cafs 

* I come fa ner thair herbery, 

* That I can bring quhar thai ly. 

* And wald yow fpeid yow yheit or day 31© 

* It may fwaC happyn, that we may 
^Dp thaim a greter fcaith weile fone 

< Than thai us all day has done. 

< For thai ly fcalyt, as thaim left.* 

Than thoucht thaim all it wes the beft v 315 
To fpeid thaim to thaim haftily. 
And thai did fwa in full gret hy, 
And come on thaim, in the dawing, 
Rycht as the day begoutfa to fpring. 

Sa 
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Sa fell it that a cumpanjr 2^0 

Had in a toune tayn thair berbery, 
^Weile fra the oft a myle, or ftiar. 
Men faid that thai twa hundir war. 
Thar affemblyt the nobill King. 
And fone eftre thair aflemtling 325 

Thai that flepand affayllyt war, 
Jl)?cht hidwyfly gan cry, and rar ; 
And other fum, that herd the cry, 
Raifs fa rycht ei&ayitly. 

That fum ofF thaim nakit war, n^Q 

Fleand to warand^'her and thar j 
*A$d fum hys ar;nys with hym drew. 
Ahd thai fprowtyn mercy thaim flew. 
And fa crwyll wengeance gan ta, . ^ 

That the twa parts of thaim, and ma^ 335 

War flayne, rycht in that ilk ftei 
'Till thair qg the remanand fled. 



A^ 



The oift that hard the noyis and cry, jf 

And faw thair men fa wrechjrtly. 
Sum nakit, fleand herand thar, 31^ 

Sum all hale, fum wawndj^ far ; ^.^ 

Into full gret effray thai raifs, "" 

And ilk man till hys baner gayis. 
Swa that the oyft wes all on^ftei*. 
The King, and thai that with hym wer, 345 

Quhen on fter the oyft faw fwa, 
Towart thair warand gan thai ga. 

O 3 And 
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And thar in fawete come thai. 

And quhen Schyr Aymer herd fay 

How that the Kino thair mtn had flayne j 350 

And how thai .turnyt war agayne s 

He faid, * Now may we clerly fc 

* That nobill hart, quhar euir it be, 

< It is hard till ourcum with mayftry. 

* For quhar an hart is rycht worthy 355 
^ ' * Agayne ftoutnf s it is ay ftout. 

* Na, as I trow, thar may na dowte 

* Ger it all owt difcomfyt be, 

* Quhill body lewand is and fre. 

* As be this pielle may be kne* j6o 

< We wend JR.OBERT the Bruce had bene 

< Swa difcumfyt, that be gud ikill 
SHe fuld neuir haiffhaid hart, nc will, 

* Swilk juparty 'to underta. 

* For he put was at undre fwa 365 
' That he was left all hym allane, * 

* And all hys folk war fra hym gayn, 

* And he fa gat for trawailly^ 

* To put thaim ofF that hym aflailyt^ 

* That he fuld haiff yarnyrtefting 375 

* This nycht, atour all othyr thing. 

* Bot hys hart fillyt is ofF bounty 
sA ' Swa that it wencujjt may not be/ 

On this wyfs fpak Schyr Amery, 
And quhen thai pfFhys cumpany 375 

Saw 
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Saw how thai trawaiUyt had in wayn. 

And how the Kino thair men had flayo. 

And that hys men wes gane all fre ) 

Thaim thocht it was a nicete. 

For to male diar longer duelling, 380 

Sen thai mycht not anoy die King. 

And faid fua to Schyr Ambry ; 

That unbethocht hym haftely ^ *^ 

That he to Carlele wald ga, t^ 

A quhill tharin fojourn ma, 385 

And haiffhys fpyis on the King, 

To knaw alwayis hys cuntenyng. 

And quhen that hys poynt mycht fe, 

He thocht that, with a gret menye, j 

He fuld fchute apon hym fedanly. 390 

Tharfbr, with all h}^ cumpany. 

Till Ingland he the way has tane. 

And ilk man till hys houfs is ganc. 

In hy till Carlele went is he. 
And tharin thinkis for till be, 3^5 

Till he hys poynt faw off the Kino ; 
Quha then with all hys gadring 
Wis in Carryky quhar he was wont^ 
Be wald went with hys men till hunt* 

Sa happynyt that, on a day, 400 

He went till hunt^ for till allay 

Vcr. 379. Niceteh folly, perhaps from the French nialu 

The mcfiage was not mke. Shak. Rom. and Ju). 

O 4 Quhat 
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Qubat gamyn wis in that cuntre* 
And fwa hapnyt that day that he 
By a woud-fyd to hunt is gane^ . 
With hys twa hundys hym allanc. 405 

Hot he hys fuerd ay with hym bar. 
He had but fchort quhiil fittyn tbar, 
Quhen he &w fra the woud cumand 
Thre men, with bowys in thair hand, 
That towart hym comcfpedely, 41 o 

A lid he that perfawyt that in hy. 
Be thair afier and thair hawing, 
That thai lufiyt hym na kyn thing ;. 
He raifs, and hys leyfchc till hym drew he, 
^ And leyte h]rs hunds gan all fre« 415 

God help the King now, for hys mycht! 
For hot he now be wyfs and wycht, 
He fall be iet in Aiekill prefs. 
For thir thre men, forowtyn lefs. 
War hys fayis all uterly. 420 

ij And wachyt hym fa bgfyly. 

To fe quhen thai wengeance mycht talc 
Off the King, for Ihon Cum yn his fak. 

** And thai thocht than thai lej^ur had ; 
And, fen he hym allane wes ftsui, 425 

In ^y thai thocht thai fuld hym fla. 
And giff that thai mycht chcwyfs fa, 
Fra that thai the King had flayne, 
TTjat thai myght wyn the woud agayn, 

Hys 
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Hys men thaim tbocht thai fuld not drcld. ' 43d 

In hy towart the King thai ycid, 

And bent thair.botvys, quhcn thai war ncr; 

And he, that dred on grct maner 

Thair arowys, for he nakytwas, 

In hy a fpekyng-to thaim maes. 435 

And faid, « Yow oucht to fchame, pard^ 

*J Sen Ik am ape,' and yow ar thrc, 

** For to fchutcat meapon fer. » 

" Bot had ye hardyment to cunl ner, 

*' And with. your fucrds till aflay, 445 

cc Wyn me apon fifc wyfs giff ye may, 

^ Ye fall Weill owte mar prefyt be." 

* Perfay,' quoth* anetiien ofFthe thre, 

* Sail na man fay we dreid ye fwa, 

* That we with arowys fall ye fla/ 445 



) 



With fliat thair bowys away thai keft. 
And come on faft, but langcr freft. 
The King thaim rtiete full hardyly, . 

And fmate the fyrft ia wigorufly. 
That he fell dede doun on the gren# 450 

And quhenthe Kings hund has fene . ' 

Thaife men aflaillie hys maifter fw]^$ ' 

He lap till ane, and gan hym ta 
Rycht be the nek, full fturdely. 
Till top our tale he gert hym ly. • 45^ 

And the King, that hys fuerd oute had. 
Saw he fa fayr fuccur hym maid, * 

Or 
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Or he that&Uyn v4s mycbt ryfs. 

He hym affaillyt on ftk yryby 

That he the bak ftrak ewynJn twa, 46a 

The thryd, that faw hys &Iowis fwa, 

Forowtyn recowering, be flayne, 

Tuk to the wode hya way agayne, 

Bot the K^tNG folofwit fpedyly ; 

And als the hui^d, that wcs hym by, 46$ 

Quhen he the man.&w fle hym fi^ 

Schot till hym^-ione, and gan hyih ta 

Rycht be the nek, and tSlhym dreuch. 

And die Ki^, that vm nor eceucfa. 

In hys ryffing fik tourt hym gafi^ 470 

That ftane d^de to the erd he draE ^ 

The Kings men wur than ner^ 
Quhen that thai iiWj on fik tnaner. 
The Kino aflailyt ia fedanly^ -# 

Thai fped thaim towart hym in hy. 47^ 

And aflcyt how that oafs beM ? 
And he all haly gan thaim tell, 
How thai aflailyt bymall thro. 

* JPerfay,' quoth thai, * w« taay weiH fc 

^ That it is bard till undertak 48a» 

* Sic mdling with yow to mak, 

* That fa fmertly has flayn thir. thrc, 

< Forowtyn hurt.'.,. *^ Pcrfay," laid he, 
^ God^aad myjuiad^ has flayn the twa, 
« The thryd eicha^yt nocAit alfua j 485 

<<Thair 
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<* Thair trefoun cumbryt thaim.peffiiyv a 

** For rycht wycht men aU thre war thai.** 

Quhen that the King, throw God<^,|^»c)9^ ^ 
:On this maner cfchapyt wa§, 
He blew hys home, and then in hf . 4^^ 

Hys gud men till hym gan rdy> . .• T - " 

Than hamwa^ts buflcyt he to ifaj^ . \^ 

For that day wald he hnnt.fie mar. . :,^\ 

In GUntruiUzqvkS&htijBef I r - ... '"j 

And went weill oft to. hunt and plaj^ ^ '. ;, 4)^5 t^r^^^^ 
For to purchefs thaim venefoun^ 
For than der war iaiefQun* . ..■ :.• . . T 

\. 

In all that tyme Schyr AmW¥>' .^ - 
With nobill men in cumpany) : ; y. 

Lay in CarleUy hys poynt to fe. 500 

And quhen he hard the certante. 
That in Glentrudl wis the Kii^g, 
And went till hunt, and till playing^ 
•He thoucht, with hys chewalry. 
To cum apon hym fedanly. . /' ■ J05 

Ver. 502. The wood of Glentruleis in tbc CfA^rp f9rt of 
Ayrihire. 

Sir Aymer de Vallange, earl of Pembroke, advanced py 
encounter Bruce in June 1307, as iwould feem. The dcaA 
of Edward, 7 July, appears to haw been one eaufi^ iOmA Im 
meafures became embamfledi and vMocoo£if4l« 

tix4 
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And fez (krUk on nychts ryd % 
And in cowtrt on dayis byd* 
And fwa gate, with fyk tranenting, t^. O^^ 
He thoucht he fiild furpryfs the King. 
He aflemblyt a gret mengye 519 

Off folk offfuH^tet renoune, 
fiath off Scotts and IngUs men. 
Thair way all famyn held thai th^ 
And raid on nycht fwa priuely, 
Till thai come in a wod, ner by 515 

C GbntrueUy quhar k>gyt wi$ the King, 
^Tliat wyft rychit nocht off thair cumming* 

Into gret p eriye now is he, 
/«^l#»* ^SPoi bot God,, throw hy$ gret powfle. 

Save hym, he iaU be flayne or tane, 520 

For thai war fex quhar be wis ane. 4 

Quhen Schyr Amery, as Ik haiff tauld. 
With hys men, that war ftout and bauld, 
War cummynfwa ner the King, that thai 
War bot a myle fra hym away ; 525 

He tuk awifement with hys men, 
On*quhat maner thai fuld do then. 
For he faid thaim that the King was 
Logyt into fa ftrayt a place, 
fThat horfs-men ntycht not hym aflailc. 530 

And giff fute-men gaiff hym bataille, 
He fuld be hard to wyn, giff he 
Off thair cummyn may wittyt be. 

* Tharfor 
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* Tharfor I rede all priuely 

* \^ji5;^end a woman, hym to (p/r, 53^5 
. * That powerly arrayit be. ' 

« Sche may a(k mete per cheryte j * ' / 

* And.fe thair cowyn halUy, . ,[ 

* And apoh quhat maner thai ly, 

' The quhill we, and owr menye, . 540 

* Cummand owt :hrow the wod may be 

* On fute, all armyt as we ar. 

* May we do fwa, that we cum thar 

* On thaim, or thai wyt our cummyng, 

* We fall find in thaim na fturting/ 545 

This cunfaill thocht thaim wis to beft. 
Then fend thai furth, bot langer freft. 
The woman, that fuld be thair fpy. 
And fche her way gan hald in hy ^4^ 

Rycht to the loge quhar the King, 55^ 

That had na dred off fu/pryffing, 
YcJd unarmyt, mery and blyth. 
The woman has he fene alfwyth* ^ 

He faw hyr uncouth j and forthy \ , 

He beheld her mar entrely. c^ j j|'^ 

And be hyr cuntenahce hym thocht^ 
That for gud cummyn was fche riocTit. 

Then gert he men inliy hyr ta« '!' 

And fche, that dred men fuld hyr fla^ *' ," 
Tau^ how that Schyr Amery, 560 

With the Clyffuro in cumpany, 

Witli 
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With the flour oflF Nonbumnt^hmi^ 
War cummand cm tfaaim at thair hand* 

Quhen that the Kino herd that tithing^ 
He armyt hym, hot mar dudliog. . 565 

Sa did thai all that euir was tfaar } 
Syae in a fop afiemblyt ar. 
I trow thai war th&e hunder ner. 
And quhen thai all aflemblyt wer. 
The King hys baner gert display, 570 

And fet hys men in gud aray : 
Bot thai had flandyn bot a diraw 
Rycht at thair hand quhen that thai law 
Thair fayis^ throw the wod cummand> 
Armyt on futc> with (per in hand; 575 

That fped thaim full eirfbrcely* 
The noyis begouth fone, and the cry. 
For the gud KjnOi that formaft was, 
Suttely towart hys feyis gayfs. 
And hjmt owt off a manys hand, 580 

That ner befid hym was gangand, 
A bow, and ane arow braid als ; 
Aqd hyt the formaft ia the hals. 
Till thropill and wefand yeid in twa, * 
And he doun till the erd gan ga. 585 

The laiff with that msad a ftopping. 
Than, bot m^r bad, die nobill King 
Hynt fra hys banepur hys baner ; 
And (aid, <^ Apoff t^im I for thai ar 

<«Difcomfyt 
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« Difcomfyt all P/ With that word 59a 

He fwappyt fwyftly owt hys fwerd. 

And on thaim ran fa hardely, 

That all thai off hys cumpany 

Tukhardymentoffhys gud deid. 

For fum, that fryft thair wayis yeid, 50^ 

Agayne come to the fycht in hy. 

And mete thair fayis wigorufly ; 

That all the formaft rufchyt war. 

And thai that war hcndermar 

Saw that the formaft Jcft the fted, 60^ 

Thai turnyt fone thair bak, and fled. //*«^r 

And owt off the wod thaim withdrew. 

The King a few men off thaim flew. 

For thai rycht fone thair gate gan ga. 

It difcomfortyt thaim al fua ^^ 

That the King, with hys mengye, was 

All armyt to defend that place. 

That thai wend, throw thair trawentingj s^O.t^. 

Till haiff wonyn, forowtyn fychting^ 

That thai effrayit war fj?danly \ o 6 lO 

And he thaim foucht fa angigly, ^y 

That thai in full gret hy agayne 

Owt off the wod, rane to the playne : 

For thaim faillyt off thair entente 

Thai war that tyme fa foully fchen^ 615 

That fyften hunder men, and ma. 

With a few mengye war rebotyt fwa, 

That thai withdrew thaim fchamfully. 

Tharfor amang thaim f/danly a 

Thar 
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Thar raifs debate, aad gret diftaiice, 620 

Ilk ane wyte otbyr ofF thair myfchance* 

Clyffurd and Wauss maid a tnelle^ 

Quhar Clyffurp roucht h ym routs fhre^ 

And aythir fyne drew. till partyfs. 

Bot Schyr AMer, that wis wyfs, ^^ 625 

l>epartyt thaim with mekill payn. 

And went till Ingland hame agayn. 

He wyft) fra flryjFrafs thaim amang, 

He^fuld thaim not held fatnyn lang^ 

^0]N>wtyn debate or mclle ; 630 

Tharfor till lifglani tumyt he. , 

With mar (ehame th^n he went off town ; *"*^' ^ 

Quhcn fa mpny, off fic reno^m^ • . - /m^ 

Saw fa few men bid thaim bataili, 

Quhar thai ne war hardy till aflailL 635 

Ver. 632. The expreflion bears a proverbial appeai-anc^^ 
the ta-vm may be Cai'lile. 



SN0 OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 



Digitized by 



Google 



■" \ 



Digitized by 



Google 



DO NOT CmCUIATE 



Digitized by 



Google 



•*^ 



'. \ 



Digitized by 



Google 



